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FBC Service Sunday March 19 2023 Selected Scriptures No Never Alone 

In these uncertain days it’s good to focus on the promises God has made. 

He promises to be with you no matter what happens to you. This is true today and tomorrow and the 
day after tomorrow and all the days after that. We come and go, but his mercy endures forever. 

God has you on his heart at this very moment. He will not forget you because He cannot forget you. To 
all our fears the Lord simply says, “I am with you always.” 

That brings us to our text from Hebrews 13:5: 

He has said, “I will never leave you nor will I forsake you.”  

It’s as if God is saying, “I will never, never, never, never leave you or forsake you. Absolutely not!” 

This morning we’re going to look at four examples in the Bible where God said to someone, “I am with 
you.” Jacob, Israel, David and Solomon. 

These are the words the Lord spoke to Jacob when he was running away from his problems: 

“I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land, for I will 
not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” (Genesis 28:15). 

Jacob just had a run in with his family, and is running because he stole the inheritance that was due 
his brother Esau, and then deceived his father into giving him a blessing meant for his brother.  

Expand on own family. If I said I never had a dispute or fight – would you believe me? 

That double deceit destroyed his family and enraged his brother who wanted to kill him. His family 
bitterly divided, Jacob runs for his life, feeling alone and unloved and unwanted. 

That night, with a stone for a pillow, sleeping in the wilderness under the starry sky, he dreams of 
angels coming and going on a ladder that stretched from earth to heaven. 

I’m sure the last thing Jacob expected to hear that night was the voice of the Lord. Why would God 
speak to him after what he had done to his father and his brother? God meets him at the point of his 
desperation, as he’s running from his brother, running for his life, disgraced and guilty. 

Now God speaks to him. 

Until this moment, God has never spoken to Jacob directly. 

To his grandfather Abraham–yes. 

To his father Isaac–yes. 

To Jacob–no 
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Now at last, in desperation, Jacob is ready to listen to the Lord. When the painful truth finally catches 
up with Jacob, he has nowhere to go.” 

Here’s God’s message: “Jacob, I’m nearer to you than you think I am.  

I was with you when you tricked Esau and when you deceived your father. I am with you now when 
you’re running for your life. Everywhere you go, I will go with you.” 

It’s at this point Jacob now feels guilty about his deceit and what he’d done to tear apart his family. 

He’s fearful for his future, and uncertain what lay ahead for him in the present. 

To all of that, God simply says, “I will be with you.” It’s a total solution to guilt, fear, and anxiety. 

We all need to learn there’s no place we can go where God is not already there. 

The scene shifts to the Jews as they gather on the eastern side of the Jordan River. Moses is now an 
old man and about to die. Knowing the enemies his people would face as they enter Canaan, he gives 
this amazing promise in Deuteronomy 31:6: 

“Be strong and courageous; don’t be terrified or afraid of them. For the Lord your God is the one 
who will go with you; he will not leave you or abandon you.” 

When Moses says, “Don’t be terrified or afraid of them,” he’s talking about the pagan nations 
surrounding the Jews. A daunting list of bad guys. 

The Israelites faced a math problem. If you stacked up the opposing armies, there were way too many 
bad guys for them to fight. Defeat seemed inevitable.  

But the question is always, who is on your side? 

If God is with you, you can’t lose, for when you fight with God on your side, you cannot 
lose. No one hurts the person God protects! One + God is a majority. 

That’s the message of encouragement given to the people of God. 

Now we run the clock forward a few weeks. Moses is dead, and Joshua now leads the people of Israel. 
They still must cross the Jordan River and begin the long series of battles that would take seven years 
to complete. The question has become very personal: Is Joshua up to the challenge? Here’s God’s 
promise to him: 

“No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. I will be with you, just as I was with 
Moses. I will not leave you or abandon you.” (Joshua 1:5). 

As you think about this stupendous promise, don’t overlook one little phrase: “As I was with Moses.” 
Joshua knew all about Moses because he’d been his right-hand man for many years. Moses stood 
before Pharaoh and said, “Let my people go.”  
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When Pharaoh said no, Moses said it again. Pharaoh refused, until one terrible night the death angel 
passed over the land, taking the life of every firstborn son in Egypt. Only those with the blood of a 
lamb on the doorpost were spared. Only then did Pharaoh grudgingly relent. 

When the people of God were trapped at the Red Sea, Moses stretched out his staff and the waters 
parted, so they walked across on dry ground. Later Moses went up the mountain to talk to the Lord 
face to face. He came down with the Ten Commandments written in stone by the finger of God.  

Miracle after miracle happened while Moses was alive. 

For 40 years their shoes never wore out. 

For 40 years they never ran out of food. 

For 40 years they never lost a battle. 

Moses! What a man! 

I don’t blame Joshua for feeling inadequate. 

How do you replace a legend? 

Will God be with Joshua as he was with Moses? 

The answer is yes. 

Why? Because God said, “I will never leave you.” 

That’s a wonderful promise. 

That’s the deeper meaning of the promise God made to Joshua. 

It’s not a promise of an easy road, and unlimited victory, for Joshua is a book of battles. God is saying, 
“You’ve got to fight for the land I’m giving you.” But I will go with you as you go.” 

Solomon: As King David grew older, he wanted to build a temple for the Lord in Jerusalem. But the 
Lord told him he couldn’t build it because of his past. God’s house must be built by a man of peace. So 
David called on his son Solomon to build the Lord’s temple. 

Here’s David’s encouragement to his son in 1 Chronicles 28:20: 

“Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my 
God, is with you. He won’t leave you or abandon you until all the work for the service of the Lord’s 
house is finished.” 

That’s a heavy load to lay on a young man. Solomon was the wisest man on earth, but he followed the 
man after God’s own heart. Joshua followed Moses, and that was hard enough, but Moses wasn’t his 
father. 
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It’s hard to be the son of a famous man. David was a natural leader, a gifted poet, and he was a 
mighty warrior. He unified the tribes of Israel and inspired the nation. Without a doubt, he was the 
greatest king Israel ever had. 

How would you like to follow a man like that? 

We get a glimpse of the pressure he faced when David asked the leaders of the nation to support his 
son: “My son Solomon—God has chosen him alone—is young and inexperienced” (1 Chronicles 29:1). 
Clearly David wondered if his son was up to the task. 

I’d be timid too! 

I’d be fearful too! 

I’d be worried too! 

Who feels like you aren’t enough? 

Who feels like you can’t do it? 

This is God’s Word to you. 

He will not leave you. 

He will not forsake you. 

He will finish the work he called you to do. 

Everything God has for us is contained in these simple words: “I will never leave you.” 
Whatever you need from the Lord, He will supply it because He will never leave you. If you feel 
inadequate, that’s good because you will depend even more on the Lord. 

How do we know this is true? There are many answers to that question. We might simply remind 
ourselves of what God has done in the past.  

Has He brought you through deep waters, dark nights, and bitter tears? If He did not leave you then, 
why would He leave you now? Think of all the prayers God has answered. Will all that be wasted? 

God never starts anything he doesn’t finish. That’s true of you and me. He has not brought us this far 
to leave us now. God’s honour depends on Him finishing the good work He began in us. 

Hold on to this truth. God will never let you go! 

Let me remind you one more time of the teaching of Hebrews 13:5.  

You are never alone. 

You are never abandoned. 
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You are never on your own. 

What should we take away from all this? 

If like Jacob, you are guilty, take heart. God will never leave you. 

If like Israel, you are terrified, take heart. God will never leave you. 

If like Joshua, you feel unqualified, take heart. God will never leave you. 

If like Solomon, you are timid, take heart. God will never leave you. 

Think about it this way. He’s not only with you now, he’s way up the road ahead of you. He’s the God 
who goes before His people. That’s a mind-blowing truth. 

Are you worried about next week? Forget it. He’s already there. 

What about that doctor’s appointment? Sleep well. He’s already there. 

What about that tough decision? Fear not. He’s already there. 

It would be enough if God walked with you through the events of life. But He does much more than 
that. He goes ahead of you, clearing the way, arranging the details, so that when you get there, you can 
have confidence that God has already been there before you.  

He’s at work in the future while we live in the present. 

Our God was with us yesterday, He’s with us today, and He will be with us tomorrow. 
That’s what it means to say, “I will never leave you.” Many of us need this truth right now. I know I do. 

I passed over one part of Jacob’s story so I could mention it now. When Jacob awoke from his dream, 
he exclaimed, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it” (Genesis 28:16). How typical of 
us. Sometimes we think the Lord has forgotten us, but we are the ones who have forgotten Him. 

Where is God when we need Him? He’s where he’s always been, but we didn’t know it. You can run 
away from God to the other side of the earth, and when you get off the plane, He will meet you at 
baggage claim. 

Often we don’t pay attention to the Lord until adversity strikes. Then at last we look up to heaven and 
say, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 

That brings us back to the great promise: “You are never alone.”  

Try this right now. Hold up your left hand and touch your fingers as you say, “I will never leave you.” 
How powerful is that simple exercise?  

Build your life on this truth: God has said, “Wherever you go, I will go with you.”  
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Christians ought to be the calmest people on earth because we know the Lord, and He holds the future 
in His hands. 

He was with us yesterday. He’s with us today. He will be with us tomorrow. 

Don’t worry about tomorrow because God is already there.  

Chin up, child of God. Pull those shoulders back. Put a smile on your face because you are never alone.  

Prayer: Forgive us, Lord, for doubting your presence. Thank you for being there, just when we need 
you most. Amen. 


