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Family Sunday February 12 2023 Joshua 24:15 

Today our lives are filled with choices. We choose what TV shows to watch, which smart phone 
to use, and we choose what we’ll eat. We choose our attitude, our friends, and how we’ll invest our 
lives. Choices are a necessary part of life.  

Choices are important. The best choices are the ones we make consciously and deliberately. 

All through the Bible we see examples of where choices had to be made. Sometimes the 
choices were easy, sometimes they were not.  

In each situation the course of events changed once a choice was made. Every day our 
future is written based on the choices that we make. 

In the closing chapter of the book of Joshua, we find Joshua making a distinctive choice in his final 
words to the people of Israel.  

He takes the people on a stroll down memory lane as he reminded them of all the things that God had 
done for Israel.  

Then Joshua challenged the people to be faithful in response to God’s mercy and grace. He wanted 
them to make a deliberate, conscious and resolute choice to be faithful to the Lord. 

Here is what Joshua was challenging the people of Israel (and us) to do.  

“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” This is one of the most famous 
statements in the Old Testament, and rightly so, because it expresses the heart of a great spiritual 
leader at the end of his life.  

We’re to serve the Lord and do everything in our power to have our families follow our example. 

When he states “but as for me,” he means, “I don’t care what the rest of you do. I’m going to serve 
the Lord.”  

Even though he was the leader of the nation, he was willing to part with his own people over this 
fundamental issue.  

If we follow Christ, there will be times when we need to say, “Do what you want, and whatever you do, 
I’ll still be your friend, but I’m going to serve the Lord.” 

This is a very personal decision. “But as for me.” A choice to serve the Lord!  

What a declaration this is, “but as for me and my house.”   

As the leader of his clan he says, I hereby declare that my entire household will serve the true and 
living God.”  

Every Christian parent ought to make a similar statement about the family God has given them. 
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So clear was their faith that Joshua felt that he could say with confidence that they would continue to 
serve the Lord.  

He could say that about his family because they had made a choice. He couldn’t say that 
about the others, so this is why he was making the request of them. 

It means that Joshua’s family will orient itself around the worship of the God of Israel. His law will be 
their law, his commandments will be their delight, His worship their highest goal, and His glory their 
ultimate aim. 

Can I guarantee that my kids will follow in my steps and serve the same Lord I worship? 
The answer is no, because God has given to each of us the ability to make our own choices.  

We can’t guarantee what our children will do, but we can provide an atmosphere of “serious 
godliness” that makes it easier to choose Christ than to choose the way of the world. 

O how we need a generation of Joshua’s who will make this choice for themselves!  

Parents have a special obligation to set the right example in this area.  

We can hardly expect our children to serve Christ if we take our obligations lightly. If it’s true that the 
apple never falls far from the tree, then I’d better make sure the tree is healthy, or else what will the 
fruit be like?  

We all like to think of ourselves as people who are independent; free to do what we want.  

Joshua recognized that everyone serves someone. He said to the Israelites, Choose for 
yourselves this day who you will serve. But as for me and my family, we will serve the 
Lord  

Joshua didn’t give “serve no one” as one of the options. The people were told that there were many 
gods they could serve, and the time had come for them to choose.   

On a Sunday such as this, it’s good to ask ourselves an honest question: 

“Who or What are we serving?” “What is it that occupies our greatest attention?” “What causes 
us to become most animated and passionate in our conversation?” What is calling most forcefully for 
our allegiance?  

Joshua is calling the people to something greater than a half-hearted devotion. He calls 
for the people to become serious about their committment. 

The big question is, “What does it mean to choose to serve the Lord?” 

I can’t think of any better answer than Romans 12:9-13. 

“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is 
good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honouring each other. 11 Never 
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be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be 
patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. 
Always be eager to practice hospitality.” 

When we declare we want to follow the Lord it’s a daily commitment.  

The late great preacher D.L. Moody was transformed by a preacher who said, “The world has yet to 
see what God can do through one person who is completely committed to Him.”  

Moody set out to be that one person who was committed and God used him greatly. What would 
happen if you were that one person like Moody? What could God do in and through you?  

Joshua’s question is one we have to address: Who will you serve? I believe it’s a true statement: 
“we’re as close to God as we want to be.”  

I exhort you on this Family Sunday to choose to have a closer relationship with God. 
Choose to seriously follow the One who has given His life for you. 

On this Family Day Sunday, let us all declare with the utmost sincerity - as for me and my family, 
we will serve the Lord.  


