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FBC Service Sunday January 29 2023 Luke 19:1-10 Some Things Money Can’t Buy 

Our text this morning is very appropriate as we approach the end of January. Tax time will soon be 
upon us, and we just read the story of a little tax collector who was found up a tree.   

Because we’ve read it so many times, we tend to pass over it. We heard it in Sunday School and often 
sang that old song, “Zacchaeus was a wee little man and a wee little man was he.  

He climbed up into a sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to see. And as the Saviour passed that way, 
he looked up in the tree and he said, ’Zacchaeus, you come down, for I’m going to your house today.” 

Of all the Bible stories in the New Testament, this is one of the best-known and best-loved. And this 
morning, I hope to take this familiar Bible story, and draw from it several teaching lessons. 

Lesson # 1: There are Some Things Money Can’t Buy (1-2) 

We read “Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.” This episode takes place at the end of 
Jesus’ ministry. He’s only days from Jerusalem and crucifixion. 

Jericho was an important centre of trade, commerce, business, industry and agriculture, known for 
the growing, harvesting and production of dates and balsam, which was sold and shipped to all the 
countries around Israel. 

When word begins to spread that this strange, miracle-working rabbi from Galilee has come to 
Jericho again, people by the hundreds and perhaps by the thousands, flocked down those narrow dirt 
streets to meet Jesus as he enters the city.  

Oh, they want to talk with him. Oh, they want to hear him tell the stories. Oh, they want to touch the 
sleeve of his garment. Perhaps he will work a miracle for them. 

Jesus has come to Jericho amid the greatest of all possible fanfare. Everybody has heard he was 
coming, even the most hated man in town, a man by the name of Zacchaeus. Verse 2 tells us that “He 
was the chief tax collector and was wealthy.” He was the head honcho tax man. 

In those days the Romans controlled the taxation of ancient Israel. They would hire a man to be 
something like a District Commissioner.  

Zacchaeus was the head of the tax collectors, and he had two strikes against him. Number one; as a 
tax collector for the Romans, he was hated by the people. Tax collectors back then weren’t liked any 
better than tax collectors are liked today. 

Number two; he was a crook and a cheat. So we have a crooked tax collector working for the enemy. 
He represented everything that was wrong and bad about life as they knew it. 

But there was one hitch: Most of the “District Commissioners” would collect more than the designated 
tax amount–sending this amount to Rome and putting the rest in their pockets. Thus incurring the 
wrath and hatred and displeasure of everyone in the town.  
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Which is why Zacchaeus is wealthy and rich and despised and hated. Zacchaeus learned the hard way 
one of the most basic lessons of life: that all the money in the world can’t buy you happiness. 
You can be wealthy and not be loved. You can be successful and not be satisfied. 

Lesson Number one. There are Some Things Money Can’t Buy. Zacchaeus had learned it 
well. 

Lesson # 2: Never Write Anyone Off (3-4) 

Zacchaeus had a problem. Verse 3 says he wanted “to see who Jesus was. But being a short man he 
could not because of the crowd.”   

He was a short, rich man who was the most hated man in town. And Zacchaeus wants to see this Jesus 
so he’s pushing his way down the street. He tries to stand on his tiptoes but that doesn’t help. He 
starts pushing, “Excuse me. I’ve got to get through.”  

When people turn and see who it is, do you think they’re going to let the tax collector through? Not on 
your life! They hate this man with a passion. Zacchaeus can’t fight his way through the crowd.  

And so in a show of determination and a triumph of ingenuity, he sees Jesus in the crowd moving his 
way slowly through the streets of Jericho.  

Spying a sycamore tree up ahead, he runs down the street, comes to the tree, which was something 
like an oak tree with limbs that came down near the ground. He climbs up into the tree and drapes 
himself over a limb and waits for Jesus to come his way. 

Have you ever asked yourself what made Zacchaeus want to see Jesus? He had it all–money and all 
that money could buy–and still he wants to see Jesus. We talk about the self-made man. We talk 
about the people who reach the pinnacle of their profession, as if they don’t have any needs or desires.  

What was it that made Zacchaeus want to see Jesus? I think he’d heard about him. I think he was 
curious about this man from Galilee. Maybe Zacchaeus had heard through the tax collectors’ 
grapevine about what had happened when Jesus met a man named Levi.  

He was another tax collector equally hated and despised, and when Jesus had dinner with him, he 
said, “Levi, why don’t you come and follow me?” (By the way, what was Levi’s name when he became a 
follower of Jesus? (Matthew)  

Do you suppose that Zacchaeus had heard that Jesus had called one of his colleagues to be a part of 
his ministry?  

Do you think it’s possible that Zacchaeus with all his wealth had something missing in his life that 
made him so desperate that he would do anything just to see Jesus? 

If you had taken a poll that day and asked, “Name the most despised man in Jericho,” Zacchaeus 
would have been named on 99% of the ballots.  
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And then the follow up question, “Who is the least likely person to want to see Jesus?” Zacchaeus 
would pop up at the top of the list. People had written off this crooked tax collector long ago. But 
when Jesus comes along he sees a man up a tree desperate to see him. It’s the man everybody hates. 

Sometimes in our efforts to share the gospel we get so discouraged when it seems our friends and 
loved ones are never going to listen. We try to build bridges. We get disheartened when years pass and 
no evidence appears of a spiritual awakening.   

We look at them and conclude that they’re a lost cause. But wait a minute! Isn’t that what the people 
of Jericho thought about Zacchaeus? Society had written him off. Zacchaeus reminds us not to jump 
to hasty conclusions.  

For deep within his heart, the Holy Spirit was working, waiting for the day when Jesus would arrive. A 
sinful life was about to be transformed.  

Just because you don’t see the signs on the outside, doesn’t mean that on the inside your friends and 
loved ones haven’t climbed up in a tree to see Jesus as he passes by. It may not look on the outside 
like anything is happening, but on the inside, something is. 

Lesson # 3: Jesus Knows Your Name (5-6) 

Here comes the crowd down the street, Jesus in the middle. Great commotion! Great excitement! 
Verse 5: “When Jesus reached the spot (that is the spot underneath the tree where Zacchaeus was) he 
looked up and said to him, ’Zacchaeus, come down immediately.’”  

How did he know Zacchaeus’ name? That’s a good question. I don’t really know the answer. Did 
somebody spot Zacchaeus up there and throw a rock at him and hit him on the head? Did somebody 
yell, “Get that crook out of here?” Had Jesus heard about him somehow?  

Or did Jesus recognize a life hungry for change? Whenever Jesus calls a person by name, 
something is about to happen. Our Lord never uses anybody’s name in vain. “Zacchaeus, you 
come down because I’m going to your house today. So he came down and welcomed him gladly.”  

This is the story of what salvation is all about. Zacchaeus is up in a tree. He’s interested in Jesus. He’s 
watching and here comes Jesus. He stops and he calls him by name and says, “Zacchaeus, come on 
down.”  

That’s the unmerited grace of God. “Zacchaeus, Zacchaeus, come on down. We’re going to 
eat supper together.” That’s the grace of God, and the Bible says that “Zacchaeus came on down and 
he received him gladly.”  

That’s the human response to the grace of God.  

That’s what salvation is. Zacchaeus had nothing to recommend himself to Jesus. He had done nothing 
good in his past, nothing at all.  

This is a wonderful picture of the grace of God saving the worst of sinners, receiving them gladly. 
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Lesson # 4: True Faith Causes an About Face in Our Lives (7-8) 

When Zacchaeus came down and welcomed Jesus gladly; he not only welcomed him personally but he 
said, “Jesus, come to my house.”  

We pick up the story in verse 7, “All the people saw this and began to mutter, ’He has gone to be the 
guest of a “sinner.” They began to mutter. Isn’t it true that Pharisees then and now are offended at the 
people Jesus chooses to be his followers?  

Zacchaeus had a problem. The problem was this: He had been a crook for many years. That’s how he 
had gotten his money. Now Zacchaeus and Jesus are eating together. The people are muttering. The 
problem is that people are looking at the old Zacchaeus.  

They’re judging him by the old standards. When they see Zacchaeus, all they see is the man he used to 
be. They don’t understand that the man who came down from the tree was a brand new Zacchaeus, 
with a brand new life and a brand new set of spiritual values.  

All they see is the old Zacchaeus, and they don’t understand why Jesus would want to spend any time 
with the old Zacchaeus. 

If you’re Zacchaeus, how do you show to the world that you’ve become a new man by the power of 
Jesus Christ? How do you do it? That often happens when people come into the church from a 
sordid or questionable background.  

They weren’t raised in Sunday School, they didn’t come up through “our church system” and when 
they come into the Christian church, they wonder to themselves, “Am I really good enough to be 
here?”  

They feel like they’re not worthy to belong. Isn’t that a problem that people often have when they 
come to Christ? So how do you demonstrate the reality of your faith? 

Verse 8 tells us what he did: “Zacchaeus stood up after the meal and said to the Lord, ’Look, 
Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything I will pay back four times the amount.” He’s admitting his past misdeeds to Jesus.  

How do you show the reality of Christ in your life? The answer for you would be the same as it 
was for Zacchaeus. And here’s the principle. The reality of your new life in Jesus Christ will be 
seen at precisely the point of your old sins.  

His problem was money and greed. It was glaringly transparent who and what he was. And that being 
the point of his weakness, was where his new life had to be clearly and genuinely demonstrated. 

It wouldn’t do any good for Zacchaeus to say, “Lord, I’m not going to curse any more” because cursing 
wasn’t his problem.  

It wouldn’t do for him to say, “Lord, I’m going to give more offerings at the temple” because I’m sure 
he was a religious Jew. That wasn’t the point of his weakness. The point of his weakness was money.  
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And nobody would believe that he’d really changed, unless he dramatically changed his past way of 
living. 

When you come to Jesus Christ, he points out the areas in your life that need changing, because he 
knows nobody is going to buy your Christianity just because you come to church. Sam Noble story.  

Real conversion is shown when you change in the future what used to be your weak 
point in the past.  That’s a tremendously important principle. 

How did Zacchaeus demonstrate the change in his life? He made voluntary restitution. He said, “I’m 
giving half to the poor.” That takes care of the future. When he said, “If I’ve cheated anybody, I’m 
going to pay them back four times,” that takes care of the past. 

People don’t want to hear pious words; they want to see your changed life exhibited by 
changed behaviour. What better exhibition than making amends for the things you have said and 
done that have hurt people? 

That’s what Zacchaeus is doing here. At the point of his weakness, he’s demonstrating new life in 
Christ by voluntarily giving his money away to the poor and making restitution four times over. 

It’s not what you say, it’s what you do. And don’t say it until your life can back it up. 

You can talk about faith all you want. But unless your faith is backed up by the evidence of a changed 
life no one will listen. Ever! The only thing men can see is our works. Talk all you want about 
your faith but then show it by the way you live.  

“Jesus said to him, ’Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a Son of 
Abraham.” I’ll bet the country club crowd in Jericho couldn’t stand that. They were offended that 
Jesus would consider a man like Zacchaeus as a Son of Abraham.  

They thought they had it made and had already counted Zacchaeus out. But the truth of the matter is, 
Jesus was saying that a son of Abraham is not somebody who has the right kind of birth certificate. A 
son of Abraham is the one who has the kind of faith Abraham had.  

Zacchaeus had that faith demonstrated by his changed life. 

Verse 10 gives us the moral of the story: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 
lost.” (9-10) 

It’s a lesson to us about why the church is in the world. As the Saviour came to seek and to save that 
which was lost, Exhibit A would be Zacchaeus.  

That’s why never write anyone off. Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. 

The changed life is not just in what we say, it's what we do! 

It's not just in words, its deeds! 
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It not just in lip service, it's in living it out. 

It not just in worship, it's in our witness daily! 

He went in the house an old man! Zacchaeus came out a new man. 

He went in the house lost; he came out found! 

- He went in the house wondering who Jesus was; he came out knowing who he was! 

- He went in the house taking from, and he came out giving back! 

- He went in wrong; he came out right! 

- He went in distant from God; he came out close to him! 

- Praise the Lord, Jesus is still in the changing business so you can say, I’m not what I used to be! 

- If you’re walking in the wrong way, he can get you on the right path! 

- If you’re broken, he can put you back together! 

He can change your walk! 

He can change your talk! 

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 
new life has begun” 

 


