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FBC Service Sunday January 22 2023 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 The Confidence God Gives

Three years ago we had never heard of the Coronavirus, and didn’t know anything about lockdowns, 
“flattening the curve,” or sheltering in place. I had never worn a mask in public, and vaccines to 
combat the virus were still in the development stage. 

Is it any wonder we felt jumpy and had concerns about the future? No one knew what was coming in 
the weeks, months, and years ahead. It felt like the national blood pressure had gone up 100 points in 
a matter of months. 

No wonder we worried about our safety. 

No wonder some people’s tempers were on edge as they faced something dangerous for the first time. 

The cry went up - where can we go to find the confidence we need? What was the reality of the 
situation? For some of us, reality hit pretty hard, and our confidence was about shot. 

That brings me to our text–2 Corinthians 5:6-10. Twice in this passage, Paul says, “We are 
confident.” What kind of confidence is he talking about?. 

Confident Christians Look Forward to Heaven 

“Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord. . . . We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and 
at home with the Lord” (vv. 6 & 8). 

Did you catch it? At home in the body and at home with the Lord! 

If you were asked the question where is home for you, if you had moved around a lot, the answer to 
that question will be a moving target.  

When I was growing up, home was a small village in N. Ireland and my first move was when I got 
married and lived for a while in Wyn’s parent’s house. Then we moved to a little apartment, then a 
town house and then a little bungalow, before we came to Canada. 

But we were not done moving yet. Work had us moving around Ontario before we finally settled in 
Arkona and Forest. That seems like a lot until you realize the Census Bureau of Canada says the 
average Canadian moves about 6 times in a lifetime. 

Some may argue moving around has its benefits, such as seeing new places and meeting new people. 
But for us we could not be happier when we put finally put our roots down in Lambton County. 

When I was travelling on business overseas I would call Wyn saying I was looking forward to coming 
home. I didn’t mean I was looking forward to the house where we were living. When I got home, I 
didn’t hug the drapes and say, “Drapes, I’m so glad to see you.”  

I didn’t say to the rug, “Oh, rug, I missed you so much.”  
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The house is beautiful, but it’s home because the people I love live there. Home to me was were my 
loved ones lived, and if they were not there, it didn’t seem like home at all. 

That’s the point Paul is making in these verses. 

Our home isn’t in this world. Our home is somewhere else. We will never be at home in this world 
because we’re constantly saying goodbye to the people we love the most. Our children grow up, they 
leave home, they come back for a visit, and all too soon they leave again.  

As the years pass, the visits grow more infrequent. If you’re looking for a place where you won’t have 
to say goodbye, you won’t find it on Planet Earth. You’ll have to go somewhere else. The goodbyes of 
this life ought to make us homesick for heaven. The old song writer got it right when he penned; 

Quote - “This world is not my home I’m just a passin’ through” 

Jesus said in John 14.I go to prepare a place for you. 

If you don’t feel at home in the world, that’s a good sign, because we’re pilgrims on our way to a better 
place.  

Chin up, my church family. We’re marching toward heaven. Soon we will be at home with the Lord. 

Confident Christians Look Forward to Heaven, and; 

Confident Christians Walk by Faith, and Not by Sight 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight” (v. 7). 

Have you taken a walk lately? 

To walk means “to take a series of small steps in the same direction.” Walking by faith means 
something like “keep walking in the right direction, even when you can’t see the final destination.”  

Sometimes walking can be tedious, slow, and downright boring. If you’ve got to get from Point A to 
Point B, walking will get you there eventually. All you have to do is start walking and don’t stop until 
you get there. 

When Paul says we don’t walk by sight, he means that we don’t yet see what God has promised. You 
sometimes think about this when you visit a cemetery. If it’s a really old cemetery, you can’t tell much 
about the people buried there.  

You can’t spot the bad guys by reading the headstones, because if anything is carved into the granite, 
it’s likely to be something nice: “Beloved husband,” “Loving mother,” or something neutral like “Rest 
in peace.” 

You can’t tell who’s who by reading the markers. The saved and lost lie side by side, six feet 
underground, lined up neatly in long rows. 
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Occasionally, however, a tombstone offers a clue or two about who someone was and how they 
impacted the people in their lives.  

“Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake, stepped on the gas instead of the brake.” 

Of necessity, we die without seeing all we have believed come true. It reminds me of the old 
joke: “What’s necessary for a resurrection? Answer: You have to die first.” I can’t argue with that. I’m 
all in favour of resurrections, but I’ve never seen one myself.  

All the people I’ve ever buried as a pastor are still in the grave. No resurrections yet. 

Walking by faith means we hang onto that little word “yet.” We don’t yet see all God has promised 
to His children. But we live and die believing the “yet” will come true for us. 

That’s why we pray for non-Christians. You may have heard someone say, my husband is “not saved 
yet.”  

That little word “yet” makes all the difference. To say, “He’s not saved” is a statement of current fact. 
To say, “He’s not saved yet,” brings God into the picture. You’re speaking of things you’ve not 
yet seen. 

That’s walking by faith! 

Just because our loved ones are not saved today, doesn’t mean they won’t come to Christ tomorrow. 
Oh, we of little faith. As if man’s puny unbelief stymies God. Let’s pray and believe for those who don’t 
know the Lord, and let’s say by faith, “He’s not saved yet” or “She hasn’t come to Christ yet.” 

How do we know how many times the Lord has brought conviction to our loved ones and they turned 
away. 

Words matter. Say out loud what you want God to do, and then trust that those precious loved ones 
will someday turn the “yet” into a glorious reality. 

Confident Christians Want to Please the Lord 

“So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him 
for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad” (v. 10). 

We taught our kids at an early age this song. “Jesus wants me for a sunbeam.” Do you remember some 
of the words? 

“Jesus wants me for a sunbeam to shine for Him each day, in every way try to please Him, at 
home at school at play.” 

What greater desire can any Christian have than that? That’s what Paul means when he talks about 
pleasing the Lord. It means trying to please Him in all that we do. 
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It starts with a simple desire to spent time with the Lord. 

Recently my grandson Jarrett and his wife Katlyn, bought an Aussiedoodle puppy that they named 
Milo. Although they’ve only had him for six months, it feels like he’s been part of their family forever.  

Wherever they go, he follows them. If they stand up, he perks up, and his head follows them to see 
where they’re going.  

When Katlyn and Jarett take him for a walk, he constantly looks back to make sure they are keeping 
up.  

When they watch TV, he watches it with them. Wherever they are, that’s where he wants to be. He 
feels alone when not with his master. 

It’s not like they trained Milo to do that. He started watching them the moment he came to their 
home. He wants to be with them. It’s like that all day long. Milo wants to be near them. 

They don’t have to tell Milo to stay close to them. He does it naturally, even eagerly, because 
something inside him makes him want to be with them wherever they go. 

Oh, to have a heart like that for the Lord, to want to please our Master by spending more time 
in His presence. 

Paul wanted to please the Lord because he knew that one day he would stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ (v. 10). Note how comprehensive this judgment is: 

It includes every believer: “We must all appear.” 

It cannot be avoided: “We must all appear.” 

It’s a personal judgment: “We must all appear.” 

We all have a court date with the Lord himself. That’s one appointment none of us will miss. You and 
I will stand individually before the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We will receive what is “due” us for the life we’ve lived in the body. The phrase “good or bad” means 
something like “useful or useless.” When we stand before the Lord, we’ll discover that this is a 
judgment of quality, not quantity. The preacher has no advantage over the shut-in.  

The richest people in heaven will no doubt be those who were the most forgotten people on earth.  

Not the high and mighty, but the overlooked widow who never stopped praying, the teenager who 
shared Christ with his friends, the single mum who raised four children without complaint, the valiant 
missionary who left the comforts of home for a far off field, the unseen prayer warriors who lifted up 
God’s work.  

These are the true heroes, the real gold medal winners, the ones who will win Heaven’s Academy 
Awards. 
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I’m reminded of a missionary who returned from Africa after serving there for many years.  On the 
same ship was a world famous politician. When the ship tied up in the harbour, thousands of cheering 
people lined the dock to welcome the famous law maker.  

When the missionary got off, there was no one to meet him. Feeling depressed and alone, he began to 
trudge along the street, wondering why they weren’t cheering for him. He felt depressed until he 
heard the Lord whisper, “Don’t worry. You’re not home yet.” 

When it’s our turn to stand before the Lord, we will already be in heaven. The issue is not, “Are you 
saved?” because that’s not a matter of works but of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The question the Lord will ask will be, “What did you do with what I gave you?” He will evaluate your 
life and mine on how we used the talents, skills, opportunities, and open doors he put in front of us. 
The Lord will ask: 

How did you spend the money God gave you? 

How did you use the time I gave you? 

How did you encourage the people I put in front of you? 

We don’t need to fear that judgment, but we should not take it for granted either. He judges the 
enduring value of a person’s life. 

Nothing is wasted when we serve the Lord. He sees the acts of kindness others don’t notice, and they 
will one day be rewarded by him. 

When I look at the world around me, I see many things that trouble me. We live in such challenging 
times. If you’re looking for hope, you won’t find it on social media or the evening news. 

But we can have hope and be confident when we focus on eternal reality, that: 

Whether we live or die, we will be with the Lord. 

While we are here, let’s serve the Lord. 

One day we will stand before the Lord. 

One day we will be with Christ forever! 

That ought to be more than enough to make us confident as we face the future.  

When President Ronald Reagan was nearly assassinated in 1981, his pastor from California came to 
see him in the hospital in Washington, D.C. The pastor took the president’s hand and asked him, 
“How is it with you and the Lord?”  

“Everything is fine with me and the Lord,” replied Mr. Reagan. “How do you know?” The answer was 
simple and profound: “I have a Saviour.” 
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That’s the difference Jesus Christ makes. When you have a Saviour, you can face your death 
with courage and grace.  

I hope we can all say this morning, I have a Saviour? If you don’t, or if you aren’t sure, I urge 
you to place your life in the hands of Jesus. Trust him as Lord and Saviour. Ask him to take away your 
sins and to give you new life. Come to Christ, and your life will never be the same. 

Be encouraged, child of God. The Lord is not so unjust as to forget your service for him. He sees all 
you go through.  

He knows about your struggles. He sees how hard the fight is, how you’re sometimes tempted to quit, 
and how you keep going when others around you throw in the towel. When we stand before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, the Lord himself will reward us if we’re faithful to Him now. 

So the word of the Lord is this: Keep on fighting. Keep walking by faith. Keep on believing. 

The best is yet to come. This long road will soon come to an end, and this old world full of “dangers, 
toils and snares” won’t last much longer.  

Hold on to your faith church family. Keep believing.  

Winston Churchill was asked one time to speak in the familiar surroundings at his all boys school, 
Harrow, October 29, 1941. “Never give in, never give in, never, never, never, never-in nothing, great or 
small, large or petty — never give in except to convictions of honour and good sense.” 

When we live for Christ today, we will have no regrets when He comes again. 

Confident Christians Look Forward to Heaven, and; 

Confident Christians Walk by Faith, and Not by Sight 

Confident Christians Want to Please the Lord. 

Father, let us be those kind of Christians! 

 


