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FBC Service Sunday January8 2023 "Important Truths for a New Year" - John 11:1-16  

"It's about time!" We sometimes use that phrase with an impatient tone. We say it when we have 
been waiting for someone. When they finally show up, we say, "It's about time!" 

But that’s not the meaning of the phrase for today's sermon. Today it simply means that I want to talk 
about time. "It's about time."  We’ll see how Jesus used his time. 

Time to a human is one thing and time to God is something else still. 

We deal with time every day. We have clocks in the hallway, watches on our wrist and phones, clocks 
on the TV and a flashing "12:00" on the kitchen stove. We have time clocks at work, bells at school. 
We know the opening times and closing times at the local grocery stores. But what really is time? 

Dictionary Definition: A literal definition is elusive, the duration of one's life; the hours and days 
which a person has at his disposal. 

Most of us assume we know what time is, but it’s one of the most difficult concepts to define.  

Time is a precious gift that God has given us. It’s something that we can never get back, and it’s 
something that we should use wisely.  

In the book of Ephesians, we’re told to "redeem the time, because the days are evil." This means that 
we should make the most of the time we have, because we never know when our time on this earth 
will come to an end. 

The Romans had a pagan god named Janus. Janus was the god of gates and doors and new 
beginnings. He was two-faced -- he looked both ways. Our word, January, is named after him. 

January is where we are once again. 

It doesn't seem possible! 

What happened to Easter? Summer? Thanksgiving? Christmas? 

Gone! 

Mother Saying: It’s time to get up! 

The ancient worshipers of the pagan God Janus, would have put it, "Tempus Fugit!" Time flies! 

Jesus reminded us that time flies as He said to His disciples: "The night comes when no man can 
work." (John 9:4) 

When England's Queen Elizabeth I lay on her deathbed, her last words, so it is said, were: "Time! 
Time! Give me one more moment of time. I would give my kingdom and all I possess for one more 
moment of time." But not one minute could she buy.  



Page 2 of 6 
 

Tempus Fugit! 

Because time flies, we ought to prize it highly, guard it carefully, and enjoy it fully and wisely. 

The beginning of a New Year is known for many things . . . late night gatherings, World Junior 
Hockey, elaborate parades, the singing of Auld Lang Syne (or at least the few words we actually know) 
and making resolutions for a healthier life style.  

Though resolutions are good, what is even more helpful at the start of a new year is to remind 
ourselves of foundational truths which anchor our lives. I realize that these are not the most 
important truths of life but I hope that these proverb-like maxims will help us in the year ahead.  

The first truth that has been impressed upon me lately is that; 

Things Are Not Always What They Seem . . .  

More and more I need to see that it’s crucially important to learn all the facts about a matter before 
making a judgment. There are always two sides to any story. I’ve learned the hard way that when 
someone tells me something - Things Are Not Always What They Seem. Weigh all the facts. 

In John 11 we read that Lazarus, a good friend of Jesus was dying and Mary and Martha sent a 
message to him asking for His help. When Jesus heard this he replied, verse 4. 

“Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for the glory of God.”  

And in verse 15, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sakes I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will really 
believe.” 

In both of these verses we see an important principle: as bad as things seemed . . . God was doing 
something good. What an important lesson for our lives! No matter how bad things may appear to be, 
we can have confidence that God is at work doing something good. Things Are Not Always What 
They Seem. 

In our relationships 

In our struggles 

In our hardships  

In our suffering  

Countless number of God’s people have testified how things that seemed at the time so hard to bear, 
turned out to be one of life’s greatest blessings. Amazing things happen when God is in it. 

Another Great Truth Is God's "Delays" Are Meant To Develop Us Not Discourage Us 

As we read on in this account of Lazarus, something very strange jumps out at us. When Jesus hears 
that his friends need him quickly for his good friend Lazarus is dying, why did he wait for two days?  
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Wait for two days! What kind of friend is this? Would you be ticked off if you called a friend and told 
them you needed their help right away, and you were told they would be along sometime?  

So why did Jesus delay? Very simply put: we don't know. But because we know the character of the 
Saviour, we know that there was a good reason for the delay.  

Everyone of us in this room could testify of having to wait for someone or something.  

For a prayer to be answered! 

For direction to be given! 

For a need to be met! 

When we have to wait it’s tempting to conclude that God doesn’t care. We may get discouraged and 
feel that our problems are insignificant to the Lord. But if we think such things, we’ve missed this 
great truth . . . God's delays are designed to develop us not discourage us.  

Here are some of the reasons God may delay or be silent:  

It’s a Delay of Mercy: By saying nothing, God may be extending His mercy to us, giving us time to 
be remorseful It’s also possible that He’s simply withholding knowledge that would overwhelm us. 
Rather than being mad at God for not doing what we think He should, we should learn to be grateful 
that He sometimes hides the truths that would crush us. 

It’s a Delay to Develop Faith: In many ways the hardest part of Job's troubles was that for a long 
time God wouldn’t answer him. Likewise we may cry out night and day and are met with silence. 

There can be nothing harder in the life of a Christian than the silence of God. These are the times 
when God wants to see how much confidence we have in Him--if we will persist in knocking on the 
door until it opens. 

It’s a Delay Waiting for an Opportunity to show itself.: 

 Often God is waiting for us to get quiet so that He can work. 

It’s a Delay of Preparation: sometimes God delays to prepare us with the tools we need or to 
prepare the circumstances. Sometimes we ask for things we’re not ready to receive. 

It’s a Delay to which We May Never Know the Answer: The Bible tells us that God's ways are 
unsearchable. There are some times as with Job that are never explained. 

Yes, when God seemed silent during 2022, remember that silence is not the same thing as inactivity. 
This silence that seems so painful now may be needful.  

Another Great Truth Is the Best Time to Do What Is Right Is the Present  
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Jesus tells the disciples after two days has passed, that they should now go to see Lazarus. This did 
not go over well with the disciples for the last time they went to Judea the people wanted to kill Jesus.   

Jesus responds with somewhat difficult words,  

“There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day people can walk safely. They can see 
because they have the light of this world. But at night there is danger of stumbling because they 
have no light.” 

The statement isn't hard to understand: we can do more when we can see where we’re going. In fact, 
the whole idea of Daylight Savings Time is designed to give us more daylight to work in because it’s 
easier and better to work in the light than in the darkness.  

What is difficult, is understanding what this had to do with going to see Lazarus and what it has to do 
with us.  

I believe Jesus is telling the disciples that He has only so much "daylight" and He needs to spend it 
doing what the Father has instructed Him to do. Walking in the light means being obedient to the 
Father.  

How do we apply this? Very simply . . . The wise person uses the time allotted in this life to do what 
God calls us to do, if you don't obey, you end up stumbling in the dark. 

Another Great Truth Is We Can Waste a Lot of Time and Joy by Assuming the Worst 

As we continue the story of Lazarus, we’ve noted that the disciples were eager to avoid going to Judea. 
When Jesus said "Lazarus was asleep" they assumed that this was a good thing . . . he must be getting 
better. And if He’s getting better, then we don't have to go to Judea.  

Wrong! Jesus says, "He's dead." Pack your bags, we're leaving.  

You have to be impressed what Thomas says,  

“Then Thomas said to his fellow disciples, let’s go too, and die with Jesus."  

Now one has to applaud Thomas's willingness to die with Christ. However, Thomas completely misses 
the point for He doesn't see the possibility of a miracle, or the chance to comfort good friends, - he 
only sees the worst.  

Many of us can identify with Thomas. We tend to prepare for the worst thing that can happen. If 
someone brings us an exciting new idea we will tell them several reasons why it probably won't work. 

As you look back over 2022, are there any times you wish you had worried more? I didn't think so. 
Were there things you wish you hadn't wasted your anxiety on? Of course!  

As you step out into this New Year, determine that you’re not going to look back a year from now 
regretting the time you wasted with anxiety.  
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Resolve that you will look for opportunities rather than obstacles.  

We have seen some foundational principles this morning _ that if practiced, can be an anchor in 
whatever storm comes our way.  

1. Things are not always what they seem . . . . Bad things are not always bad.  

2. When God says "wait," He doesn’t want to discourage us . . . but to develop us.  

3. There’s no better time than the present to do what is right.  

4. We have the choice of what our attitude will be . . . focus on obstacles or opportunities.  

Because time flies, we ought to heed the admonition of Benjamin Franklin: 

"Never leave that till tomorrow which you can do today." 

Is there someone who you need to say, "I love you"? 

Then, do it today! Because time flies! 

Is there one to whom you ought to whisper, "I forgive you"? 

Then do it today because time flies! 

Is there one to whom you should say, "I'm sorry"? 

Then do it today because time flies! 

Is there a struggling friend, who needs to hear you say, "I believe in you"? 

Then say it today because time flies! 

Is there a call you need to make? Then do it today because time flies! 

A good deed you have planned to do? Then do it today because time flies! 

A visit waiting to be made? Then do it today because time flies! 

A hurting friend you have meant to telephone?  

Then, by all means, do it today -- because time flies and night is coming. 

Have we made Jesus the Lord of our life? The Biblical writer says “now is the accepted time”, and that 
our lives are like a vapour that appear for a little while and then vanish away. 

Time is passing! "Tempus Fugit." 
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It’s urgent that we take advantage of this opportunity at the beginning of this New Year to renew our 
faith in Jesus. To know clearly whose we are and whom we serve, to know the assurance of sins 
forgiven, and a home in heaven for all eternity. 

Time is one of God’s greatest gifts to us. We’re foolish to waste it or misuse it because it’s the 
stuff of which life is made, and it’s a scarce commodity. 

"Tempus Fugit,” as good stewards, we can invest it in the kingdom of God. The New Year is full of 
time. As the seconds tick away, let’s not toss time out the window, but try to make the time God has 
given nus minute - count. 

When I glance at the clock, it seems once again - "Tempus Fugit – time has struck again,” time has flown, 
and it’s time to wind up this sermon. 


