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FBC Service Sunday November 20 2022 Isaiah 61:1-3 Trees of Righteouness 

Over the past few weeks, one could see the leaves changing into their Fall colours, and then the trees 
looking bare as the leaves blew away, a sure sign that winter is around the corner.  

I must admit, I have a special affection for trees and walking in a bush identifying different tree 
species. Maybe it’s because as a child I loved to climb trees and play Tarzan in them.  

Trees are such a beautiful part of nature. There are tall trees and small trees, thick trees and thin 
trees, young trees and old trees. It’s hard to imagine this world without them. 

This Spring we planted at home 10 new black cedar trees on our South lot line. 

Just think of the big old trees in our parks, in the cities, and in the countryside. Consider how these 
trees have stood through many storms, season after season, year after year.  

In California there are redwood trees that grow to a height of over 350 feet and there are giant sequoia 
trees which have trunks so thick that 20 men with arms outstretched can barely circle them.  

If you go to Cathedral Grove forest on Vancouver Island you also see some massive old trees. It’s 
claimed there are trees on our coasts today which were growing tall already when the Vikings first 
landed on our shores. It’s said there are standing trees going way back to 4500 years ago.  

Trees represent for us strength, and they’re a symbol of stability, and being rooted and grounded, 
remaining standing no matter what. Trees are the largest living things on earth.  

But marvelously, they give off oxygen which purifies the air and renders it fit for us to breathe. Trees 
contribute so much by helping to keep the atmosphere pure and healthy for us.  

Seldom do we think of how beneficial trees are in this regard. Think of how much they supply us in 
many other ways as well, lumber for furniture, housing, clothing, and medicine.  

Even in today’s world of concrete, steel and nuclear energy, can you imagine how much life would 
change if trees and their products should suddenly disappear?  

In the Bible, trees are found everywhere, running like a scarlet thread from Genesis to Revelation. It 
begins with two trees in the Garden of Eden and ends with the tree of life.  

We find God often uses pictures of trees. Although He designed in us a love of stories, of word 
pictures, and of poetry, one of His most used images is of trees. 

God spoke trees into being on the third day of creation— a vast variety of trees, many bearing fruit. 
When He placed humans in the garden, they were surrounded by trees, of which they could eat freely, 
except for one. 

Trees sprang from God’s glorious and holy imagination and today they can be found everywhere.  

They are symbols of strength, endurance, and provision.   
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And at this Christmas season, we find another tree popping up in many homes – Christmas trees! 

But why am I talking about trees? Take a listen to our text from Isaiah 61:3, “To console those 
who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He may be glorified.” 

Do you hear that? God in and through Christ Jesus is out to make His people become and be like trees 
of righteousness, planted for His own glory.  

Considering just some of these God-given characteristics of trees, their strength and stability, their 
usefulness, their productivity, and their beauty, it make sense why the LORD says here in Isaiah 61:3 
that He intends for His people to be like trees, to be called trees of righteousness.  

This means He wants us to live useful, productive, and fruitful lives in the way of righteousness. By 
God’s grace, we’re to be humble faithful examples in the way of godliness and true Christianity in all 
aspects of life, seven days a week, 24/7. 

Wow! You and me - trees of righteousness?  This comparison of God’s people to trees is something 
you can find often in the Bible. Jeremiah 17:7-8. “Blessed is the man that trusts in the LORD, and 
whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters.”  

Psalm 1 as well talks about the godly man: “he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water.” In 
Psalm 92:12 we read: “The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow up like a cedar in 
Lebanon.”  

Yes, the Bible has a lot to say about trees. So for a change of pace, let’s have a little Bible Quiz to peak 
your interest and Bible knowledge. Ask Questions. 

Where in the Bible Do We Find A Man Behind A Tree - In Genesis 3:8 

Where in the Bible Do We Find A Man Hanging By His Long Hair On A Tree – 2 Samuel 18:9 

Where in the Bible Do We Find A Man Under A Tree - 1 Kings 19:4 

Where in the Bible Do We Find A Man Up A Tree - Luke 19:1-6 

Where in the Bible Do We Find A Man On A Tree - Acts 5:30 

The last tree we see from this message, is a man on a tree. The cross was a tree, hewn and 
shaped by mans hands to be an instrument of death. Jesus purchased our righteousness with His 
blood when He was nailed to the cross.  

Peter and the apostles put it this when they were first persecuted for preaching.  

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you murdered by hanging him on a tree” Acts 5:30. 



Page 3 of 5 
 

Considering just some of these God-given characteristics of trees, their strength and stability, their 
usefulness, their productivity, and their beauty, doesn’t it make sense why the LORD says here in 
Isaiah 61:3 that He intends for His people to be like trees, to be called trees of righteousness?  

There are many texts in the Bible exhorting God’s people to be strong in the LORD and to endure unto 
the end. The Lord calls for His people, to be strong and stable as trees in the way of righteousness and 
godliness.  

As trees contribute positively to the natural air around us, God’s people as trees of righteousness, 
ought to contribute positively to the moral atmosphere of our day.  

Believers need to hear again that we’re called to be humble faithful examples in the way of godliness 
and true Christianity in all aspects of life, seven days a week, by day and by night, seeking always 
God’s honour and glory in all things and the wellbeing of our fellowman.  

God’s people living as trees of righteousness contribute positively to society and shine as lights in a 
dark fallen world. But here’s the good part! 

Trees of righteousness are a result of the planting of the Lord.  

We become such only with the LORD blessing the seed of the gospel by His Word and Spirit in our 
hearts and lives. A tree in its growth is dependent on the soil wherein it is rooted, on the water it 
draws through its roots, and on the sunshine from the sky.  

And we become trees of righteousness as Paul puts it in Colossians 2:6, when we’re rooted and built 
up in Christ, constantly drawing strength from Him.  

We read in Psalm 1, that our delight is to be in the law of the Lord and to meditate on it day and night.  

When we do that – an amazing thing happens! “He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does 
shall prosper.” 

Godly trees planted by the waters, trees of righteousness in word and deed, proclaiming God’s praise.  

People who build their lives on the Word of God are like trees planted by streams of water. Their lives 
are marked by the twin virtues of stability and fruitfulness. 

The idea of a “tree planted” by streams of water, is an image of a mighty tree with large branches and 
deep roots that go far down into the earth. Scientists tell us that when you see a large tree that has 
been growing for many years, you can be certain that it has a vast unseen root system. 

Many times the root system will equal or exceed the part of the tree above ground. This is how the 
mighty sequoias last for centuries. In times of winter storms or summer drought, the roots hold the 
tree in place and ensure that it has enough moisture and nutrients to stay alive. 

That’s what a good root system will do for you. How do you know when a tree has good roots?  
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Answer: When the storms come. All trees look pretty much alike when the sun is shining or a gentle 
rain is falling, but let a mighty storm with fierce rain and howling winds pass through. Then the true 
difference is apparent.  

The trees with few roots are blown over, but the trees with deep roots are still standing when the 
storm has passed. So it is for the child of God. You won’t know how good your root system is until 
the storms of life crash against you.  

Only then will you discover the strength of your spiritual foundation. The only way to be ready for the 
storm is to spend time now delighting in God’s Word, meditating on its truth, and building a 
foundation deep and strong for whatever may come your way. 

It’s in times of crisis when the root system of a person’s life is revealed. If the roots are shallow, those 
times of crisis may destroy them. However, if the roots are deep, people can baffle us with the 
strength they show to meet unspeakable trials. 

This is clearly evident in the persecuted church around the globe. What some believers endure and 
how they can even flourish can only be explained by the work of God’s Spirit holding them up. We 
have seen it time and time again showing a strength and boldness that can only come from God. 

To speak of “fruit in its season” means that the tree produces fruit that expresses its true inner 
character. They bring forth godly fruit in good times and bad times.  

How do you spot an orange tree? By the oranges it produces.  

And how do you spot an apple tree? Look for the apples. Whatever is on the inside must eventually be 
seen on the outside. Applied to the spiritual life, this means that when our roots are deep in the Word, 
we will be given whatever we need, whenever we need it.  

If we need love, from God will come the strength to produce the fruit of love. If we need a forgiving 
spirit, from God will come the strength to forgive.  

If we need courage, from God will come the fruit of courage. If we need patience and perseverance, 
God will produce it in us. This sort of supernatural life is available to every believer, but it will only be 
fully realized over time as we continue to walk with the Lord and to delight in his Word. 

The last two phrases of verse 3 offer wonderful promises to those who delight in God’s Word. First, 
their “leaf does not wither.” The phrase pictures a leafy tree that seems like an evergreen because its 
leaves are in season all year round.  

People like this are constantly refreshed by the Word of God, constantly renewed, constantly drawing 
on new strength for new situations. They are never boring, never dull, never living off yesterday’s 
blessings, but living each day in the strength of the Lord whose mercies are new every morning. 

Second, they prosper in all that they do.  
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When Scripture says those who delight in God’s instruction prosper in every situation, that doesn’t 
mean they’re being carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease, or don’t have difficulty. It means they 
continue to flourish and grow even in the difficult times. 

Don’t jump to the conclusion that prosperity refers only or mainly to material success (though that is 
not excluded). They prosper in the sense that no matter what happens, they find strength for the day 
and hope in the midst of the hardest difficulties.  

Likewise, the person who delights in the Word of God has a source of nourishment that is not 
dependent on circumstances. Whether life is good or bad (at the moment) this person is still able to 
gain nourishment and strength from God’s Word. 

We can never become or grow up to be trees of righteousness in our own strength, and the Lord never 
asks for this either. Trees of righteousness are the planting of the Lord.  

Let it remind you of the Lord’s call to all His people to be as trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, that He may be glorified. 

In conclusion we see a few more things from our text. “To console those who mourn in Zion, 
to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness.” 

Are you feeling down this morning? Do you need a lift this morning? Take this Scripture and apply it 
to your life. What God has promised He will also perform. He will bring Beauty from ashes, lift 
a spirit of heaviness from us, and even turn our mourning into joy.    

Many of us have had these kinds of experiences. Something bad happens to us and as a result, our life 
is changed in a very positive way.  

A broken relationship or accident helps us see the important of family. Even a divorce leads you to 
someone you can love with a new depth you could not have imagined before the divorce. 

Think about how Jesus brought beauty from ashes with Jairus’s daughter who was dead and Jesus 
brought her back to life, Lazarus and his sisters, the man born blind, the lame and those who were 
ostracized because of leprosy or demonic possession.  

Our God has a way of re-purposing our pain and turning it into a blessing.  

We don’t always see this immediately, but God does promise that He will cause all things to work for 
our good when we trust Him.  

A watching world will notice if we are truly “trees of righteousness,” and genuinely show the fruit of 
what we profess.  


