
Page 1 of 6 
 

FBC Service Sunday October 30 2022 Proverbs 3:1-8 Decisions Decisions! 

The verses we just read are among the most beloved in the entire Bible. You may have memorized 
them in Sunday school when you were a child. Or perhaps you made a cross-stitch pattern of these 
words and hung it on your wall.  

British Bible teacher, G. Campbell Morgan said that when he was leaving home for the first time, his 
father pressed a note into his hand. When he unfolded it, he discovered it contained just one verse of 
Scripture from Proverbs 3:  

“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  

Looking back years later, he noted that his father had written that verse with no accompanying 
comment. No comment, he said, except the comment of his father’s godly life. 

This text is striking in its simplicity. There’s nothing difficult about it. It’s so simple that it can be 
understood by the youngest believer, and yet it’s a comfort to the oldest saint of God. And it’s good for 
everyone in between.  

These words resonate with us because they speak to a great need we all feel–the need for guidance. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 suggests the basis on which guidance will come.   

If we learn what this passage is teaching, and begin to apply it to our daily life, it will make a profound 
difference when we need to make a tough decision. 

I start with the assumption that most of us have known these verses for a long time. Sometimes when 
we know a passage so well, we almost know it too well. We’ve heard it so often that we’ve never 
stopped to think about what it’s really saying.  

Five key words unlock the message of this text. Let’s take those key words one by one and see what 
each one teaches us. 

Trust 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart.” The word “trust” here means “to lean with the full body,” “to 
lay upon,” “to rest the full weight upon.” In our thinking the word trust means to rely upon or to have 
confidence in.  

The word means to put your full weight on something. To trust in the Lord is to rest your whole 
weight upon Him–to depend on Him completely. 

We are to trust Him with all our HEART. To the Jew the heart was the control tower of a person’s 
life. It was their “core” if you will. It refers not only to emotions but also to our thoughts, our will, and 
our behaviour. 

Lean 
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“Do not lean on your own understanding.” Often times our own reasoning is flawed and we deceive 
ourselves. I recall reading some very profound words that the worst lies are the ones we tell ourselves. 

To “lean” means to rest upon something for partial support. Leaning is what you do when you walk 
with a cane or hold on to a walker because you’re unsteady. This word is used for leaning against a 
tree or a stone cliff. You lean on something when you don’t trust yourself to stand alone. 

Understanding 

“Do not lean on your own understanding.” “Understanding” refers to the mental processes by which 
you analyze a problem, break it down into its smaller parts, and then make a decision about what 
you’re going to do.  

Early in the morning when you mentally make a list of all the things you have to do that day, you use 
your understanding to sort out your priorities. Or it’s what you use on Sunday night when you map 
out the upcoming week.  

That’s understanding. You use it any time you plan your life or solve a problem. Understanding is the 
decision-making ability that God has given you. 

When you take the word “lean” and bring in the idea of “understanding,” then add the negative, 
the meaning is something like this: “Use all your mental powers, but don’t lean on them for total 
support.”  

Don’t trust in your own ability to figure out your life. Lean instead on the Lord! Rest your weight on 
Him! 

Acknowledge 

“In all your ways acknowledge Him.” The word here means to know deeply and intimately. It’s the 
kind of knowing that comes with personal experience. It means to know something through and 
through. For instance, somebody might say, “Do you know the Premier of Ontario?” I would say, 
“Sure, I know the Premier.”  

I’ve shaken hands with a number of our prime ministers but that doesn’t mean I know them 
personally. 

If the Premier walked in the room, I would know who he is. If I heard his voice coming over the TV, I 
would recognize it. Or if I saw his picture on the front page of the newspaper, I would know it was the 
Premier.  

Now, I don’t really know him. I can’t pick up the phone and call Queens Park and say, “Mr. Premier, 
this is Alex Craig. Let’s do lunch this week.”  

He won’t take my call because I don’t know Him personally. I just know Him at the level of head 
knowledge. I don’t know Him intimately or on a friendship level. 
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There is another kind of knowing. My wife and I know each other in a completely different way. After 
being together these many years, strange things begin to happen. I will be sitting at home thinking 
about something–when suddenly she’ll start talking about it.  How does she do that? I don’t know.  

Has this happened to you? 

When I say, “How can you do that?” she says with a smile, “I know what you’re thinking even before 
you say it.” Things like that happen to all married couples eventually.  

When you live together for many years, you get to know each other at such a deep level that you 
actually begin to know what the other person is thinking even as he or she is thinking it. You have a 
deep, personal, intimate knowledge of each other. 

Seen in that light, we might translate verse 5 this way: “In all your ways know God intimately … 
deeply … personally. When you know God that way in every area of your life, He will direct your 
paths.” 

Direct 

That brings me to the fifth word, “He shall direct your paths.”   

Imagine that you’re driving along a road that appears to be impassable. The road winds through the 
mountains and down into the swamps. It seems to have a thousand switchbacks. As you travel on, you 
discover that portions of the road are washed out, others are filled with potholes, and still others are 
blocked by huge boulders. In some places the road apparently becomes a dead end. 

This is the road of your life. As you look at it, sometimes it seems to be covered with boulders and 
rocks. Some parts of it seem to be filled with potholes; other sections appear to be going nowhere. 
That’s the way life is. 

Here is God’s message to you from Proverbs 3:5-6. If you will know God in every area of your 
life, He will take personal responsibility to make your way smooth and straight. He will remove the 
obstacles if they need to be removed.  

He will fill in the potholes if they need to be filled. He will redirect the detour so that what seemed to 
be a dead-end turns out to be the shortest way to reach your destination. All you have to do is trust in 
the Lord. Lay yourself completely on Him for full support.  

Don’t lean for support on your own human understanding. In all your ways know God intimately. He 
will take the path of your life that seems to go up and down and around and sometimes seems to curve 
backwards, and He will make your way straight. That’s the promise of Almighty God to you. 

But it won’t always be easy or come quickly.  

Discovering God’s will takes times as the events of life unfold before us, often in ways that seem to 
make no sense at all. Rarely will we know the whole plan in advance.  
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As I sat at my computer and pondered the course of my life, I find it easier to recall the hard times 
than the good times. But that’s only one side of the ledger.  

In the last three decades our kids graduated from high school. All three graduated from university and 
are happily married with their own grown up children.  

I’m blessed with a wife of amazing gifts who still loves me after all these years of marriage. My health 
to this point is good. Wyn got an “all-clear” from her heart doctor follow-up. I have a church family I 
care for deeply. 

So what do I have to complain about? Not much at all. God has led me all the way! 

But why be amazed? That’s how God works, isn’t it? When you need to know, you’ll know. Not one 
day sooner, not one day later. And if today you don’t know what to do next, when God is leading the 
way, every obstacle will eventually be removed. The path may have many twists and turns, but in the 
end He will make your path straight. You have His word on it. 

So many people struggle at this very point. The Bible says, in all your ways know God intimately, 
know Him deeply, know Him personally. Know Him to that depth.   

So often we skip this. When we get up in the morning, we say, “O God, help me. I’m so busy today. 
I’ve got so much to do. Lord, I don’t even have time to pray–so here’s my list. Bless it all, Lord. I’ve got 
to go.” We throw our list up toward heaven while we run out the door.  

What we’re saying is, “Lord, here’s my schedule. Please rubber-stamp it with your blessing.” And we 
wonder why our days are filled with frustration. CFA Example. 

Many of us go through life leaning almost completely on our own understanding. We like to be in 
control. I number myself among that group. I like to know what’s going on. I like to be in charge of my 
own destiny.  

This passage is a warning to all of us who lay out life the way we want it and then say, “Here, God, 
stamp it with your blessing because I’m going to go out and do it for you.”  

God says, “I don’t work that way. Know me first. Put me first in everything, including all your plans, 
all your thinking, and all your scheming. Put me first. And then I’ll will make your way straight.” 

Do you want to know the secret of knowing the will of God? Here it is: in everything you do, know 
God. But there is something in us that says we all want a formula. “I don’t like that Lord. Give me a 
formula. Give me three steps.”  

Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us that the secret is a relationship with God. God says, “Know Me. Spend time 
with Me. Put Me first in every area of your life because when you do that I will take care of all those 
details.” 

So often we’re hung up on the decisions of life. Should I go here? Should I go there? Should I take the 
job, or should I say no? Should I do this or do that? 
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While you’re wrestling with these questions, God wants to know, “Are you going to be my man or my 
woman?” We focus all our energy on decisions. But God says, “Know me and I will take care of the 
details.”  We want specific direction.  

God says, “In all your ways know me, and everything else will fall into place.” 

In light of this text, know God in everything. See Him present everywhere and in everything, and to 
live in total surrender to Him.  

The closer you get to God, the easier it will be for God to guide you in the way He wants you to go. 

Knowing Him means using all your energies for Him. 

Lord, here are my hands. 

Lord, here are my lips. 

Lord, here are my eyes. 

Lord, here are my ears. 

Lord, here are my feet. 

Knowing God means taking all that you have and placing it at the disposal of the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords. Proverbs 3:5-6 ends with a promise: “He will make your paths straight.” God is able to 
remove the obstacles in front of you.  

He’s able to fill in the potholes and turn a dead-end into a four-lane highway. God rewards those who 
show regard for Him by leading them straight to the right end and removing all the obstacles along 
the way.  

We rarely see this in advance. We mostly see the potholes. The boulders block our view. Many times it 
seems as if there is no path at all. But he will make a way. 

As the old song goes, “God will make a way when there seems to be no way.” No one can say how He 
will do it. There are thousands of ways in which God leads His children.  

He leads us through delays, detours, miracles, the advice of friends, unexpected opportunities, 
suddenly closed doors, answered prayer, unanswered prayer, inner impressions, and a still, small 
voice in the night. 

You don’t see it on this side. On this side you see the problems. But when you know God, He leads you 
step by step. When the journey is done, you will look back and say, “I don’t know how I got from there 
to here, but I do know this: Jesus led me all the way.” 

Doing God’s will often involves great uncertainty and periods of deep doubt. But if you’re willing to do 
what He wants you to do, He then takes responsibility to reach into your life, and lead you step by step 
to the place where He wants you to be. 
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One thing we can all agree on. Life is a mysterious journey, full of unexpected twists and turns. 
No one can say for sure what’s around the next bend. It may be a smooth road through a lovely valley 
or we may discover that the bridge is washed out and we’ve to find a way to cross a deep river.  

Often the road will seem to disappear or it may suddenly seem to go in three different directions and 
we won’t know which way to go. But there is One who knows the way because the past, present, and 
future are all the same to Him and the darkness is as the light of day.  

He knows the way we should go. He promised to direct your path and He will do it. You can count on 
it. It’s a promise you can take to the bank. 

Job, who went through such great trials, was able to say these powerful words; 

“He knows the way that I take, and when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.” 


