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FBC Thanksgiving Service Sunday October 9 2022 Psalm 136 

What comes into your mind when you think of Thanksgiving? For many it’s a time for Eating. Turkey, 
dressing, cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, sweet potatoes, mmm good! 

For others, Thanksgiving means Hockey and Football!!! And also this year Baseball, as Canada’s team 
plays meaningful games in October.  

For still others, Thanksgiving represents a Three-Day Weekend, a time to rest, unwind and relax. 

For some, Thanksgiving is a time for Family. It represents a family reunion when mum and dad, 
brothers and sisters, uncles and aunts and cousins gather together. 

For some Thanksgiving is a Religious Day. After all, God does deserve His due. It’s a time to express 
thanks to God for His provisions, providence and peace.  

True Thanksgiving is much more than any of this. True thanksgiving is not just a day for food, 
sports, fellowship and family. It’s not just a holiday every 2nd week end in October. For God’s people 
everyday ought to be Thanksgiving Day!  

Thanksgiving, for me and for my family, is of course an adopted holiday, one that I enjoy immensely.  
It means that many of the foods that in N. Ireland we would eat at Christmastime, we get to eat twice.  
We get them at Thanksgiving and we get them again at Christmas in our home.   

We love Thanksgiving. I love Thanksgiving 

This day is not a day for complaining, but giving of thanks! 

I want to begin by thinking of the bounty of our land. How God's goodness is lavished on our land in 
so many ways. 

We have bounty in our agriculture - Canada is the breadbasket of the world. 

Combines in fields! We have abundant fruits, vegetables, meats, and grains. You may not be able to 
appreciate this little fact until you travel to a 3rd world country where the ground is dry, the land is 
infertile, and the fields are barren. 

Even in seasons of drought we have the ability to irrigate our land and produce just about any kind of 
food imaginable. 

We have bounty in our oceans and Rivers -  

We have bounty in our industry and natural resources.   

We have bounty in Technology.  Waterloo is like Silicon Valley in the US and world famous. 

We have bounty in education - From Western to U of T to McGill, we send our children to get an 
education. Kids come from all over the world in our academic institutions. 
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We have bounty in our economy. Opportunities abound to work and provide for our families. 

We have bounty in our Health System. Yes – it has its flaws but who among us has not given 
thanks for world class health care for ourselves and our families? 

We have so much to feel grateful for. Repeat above! 

From sea to shining sea the beauty of our country is profound 

Do you want mountains? We have them all right here in our nation with the awesome Rockies 

Do you want Forests?  

Do you want Farmland?  

Do you want Rivers?  

Do you want Oceans or Beaches? Atlantic, Pacific  

The beauty of our country is profound 

Its borders are protected and we can thank God, we don't live in a land where knocks on the door 
in the middle of the night bring terror and death. 

We can thank God we are protected by our police and our military. 

We can thank God we are protected by a democratic government 

We may not agree at times with the goings on of government, but I am grateful to live in a country 
where a man or woman of ANY skin colour or from any background can run for public office. 

The psalm begins this way: 

1. “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 

2. Give thanks to the God of gods. His faithful love endures forever. 

3. Give thanks to the Lord of lords. His faithful love endures forever.” (vv. 1-3). 

These verses offer us three reasons to praise God: 

1. He is good! 

2. He is the God of gods! 

3. He is the Lord of lords! 

It is impossible to overestimate the value of these truths: 
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1. If He were not supreme, we would not worship him. 

2. If He were not good, we would not trust him. 

But because He is both good and the ultimate Lord, we not only trust Him, we also bow before Him in 
praise and worship! 

There are so called “gods” aplenty and “lords” all around us, but there is only one true God whose 
hand is on the control bar of the universe. To Him alone belongs our best and deepest and highest 
praise. 

Note the answering chorus in each verse of Psalm 136: “His love endures forever.” These simple 
words remind us that all things display God’s love at work on behalf of His children. 

It’s love that lasts because it’s based on an unbreakable commitment. God’s love is eternal 
because His covenant is eternal. He cannot not love his people! 

But the meaning goes beyond that. God’s love endures. 

It outlasts all the problems of life. 

It transcends the troubles we face every day. 

It goes on when our life comes to an end. 

Remember the big picture:  His love endures forever. 

Say it over to yourself. Repeat the phrase. Memorize it. When you feel yourself tempted to despair, 
ponder this thought: His love endures forever.  

When you want to give up, write this thought down and stick it on your bathroom mirror: His love 
endures forever.  

Tell your husband: His loves endures forever.  

Tell your wife: His loves endures forever.  

Tell your children:  His love endures forever.   

When the devil starts whispering in your ear about what a loser you are, you tell old Scratch to hit the 
road because His love endures forever.  

When you have had all you can take, when the world seems to collapse around you, stand up, lift your 
head, and shout to the skies: His love endures forever! 

No matter where you’re going this week, His love endures forever. 

No matter what your problems, His love endures forever. 
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No matter how you feel about it, His love endures forever. 

No matter where you’re going this week, His love endures forever. 

But I’m certain of this much, and on this I take my stand: His love endures forever. 

Because God is God, that will be just as true in six months as it is today. Because God cannot change, 
His love for us will never change. Keep that in mind as you face the uncertainties before you.  

But if you experience hard times in the months ahead, if you struggle to make ends meet, if you feel 
you have lost your way, if your friends seem to turn against you, if the sky tumbles in around you, 
come back to Psalm 136  and read it out loud again and again. 

Remind yourself that we serve a God who acts in history. 

Remember that His ways are not our ways. 

Ponder His mighty power in the past. 

Consider how He has led you thus far. 

Think of the many promises He has made. 

Fix your mind on the Lord Jesus, and no matter what else happens, stake your claim right here and 
rejoice evermore because . . . 

His love endures forever! 

Max Lucado writes, “I wake up in a world of miracles every morning. Every time I breathe and use the 
oxygen and incorporate it into my body it is a miracle. Every time I open my eyes and see the beauty 
that surrounds me, that’s a miracle.  

Every time I touch the hand of a baby, that’s a miracle. Every time I take a morsel of food and put it 
into my mouth and chew it, and my body digests it and uses the energy from it, that’s a miracle. 

Just as surely as it was a miracle when God opened the waters of the Red Sea, just as surely as it was a 
miracle when Jesus fed the multitudes, just as surely as it was a miracle when Jesus healed the blind 
man, we wake up in a world of miracles every day. And some of us have the audacity to want more.” 

The story is told about a man who decided to fly his lighter-than-air balloon all the way around the 
world. So, on Day 1, he planned to fly from City A to City B. But a wind came along that he hadn’t 
counted on and he found himself being forced to land in City C.  

He didn’t know much about City C. But that’s where he found himself, so he stayed there for a while 
and discovered that it was a pretty nice place to be. He saw all the sights, enjoyed the people, and 
made new friends in City C. 
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Then he decided to fly from City C to City D. But another contrary wind came and forced him to land 
in City E. He didn’t even know that City E existed, but there he was. So he met the people, absorbed 
their culture, looked at all the sights, and made new friends in City E too. 

He finally made his way around the world, not exactly landing everywhere he had planned, landing in 
different places from time to time. But finding blessings everywhere he went. 

Application. Life’s a lot like that, isn’t it? You may be at A, thinking that you’re going to B. But 
something happens, and suddenly you find yourself at C. That wasn’t what you had planned, but you 
find blessings at C you didn’t even know existed. So wherever you are, thank God, and learn to be 
content with the blessings that He showers upon you day by day.  

Our God is big enough to handle it all folks. And remember, the greatest blessing that you and I and 
this world has ever received, is the indescribable, immeasurable gift of Jesus Christ, as our Saviour 
and Lord. 

His great sacrifice at Calvary covers our sins and gives us the assurance that after we depart this life, 
after all the things we have accumulated have been taken out of our hands, that through Jesus we will 
receive the greatest gift of all - eternal life in the presence of our Saviour and our God.  

He sent the Saviour to die for our sin. Surely this is the greatest blessing we could have ever received. 
We need to remember where we were before we met Christ, and then remember that we are now 
children of the Almighty. A high privilege, a great blessing! 

But certainly the greatest blessing to give thanks for this Thanksgiving is the gift of God’s Son. Surely 
this is enough to make us thankful.  

From Wyn and I, we pray that this will be a most meaningful thanksgiving week for all 
of you!  

May our hearts overflow with thanksgiving to the Lord as we meditate on His Word, on His goodness, 
on His love, and on His faithfulness!!!  

Psalm 100:4-5 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

And into His courts with praise. 

Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 

For the LORD is good;  His mercy is everlasting, 

And His truth endures to all generations. 

Closing Prayer: Father, as we have contemplated your love and goodness to us, we lift our hearts in 
grateful praise and thanks. Quote from “My Tribute.”  
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