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FBC Service Sunday October 2 2022 (Galatians 6:14a) Five Objections to the Cross 

“As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

A cross is a strange thing to boast about. 

Most people boast about other things: their family, their background, their education, their career, the 
size of their house, the important people they know, the great deeds they have done, and of course 
their children and their grandchildren.  

These things are not wrong in themselves, and it’s understandable that we should feel good about our 
accomplishments, our connections, and our family. But who boasts about a cross? 

In the first century the cross was an instrument of torture, a means not simply of death but of horrible 
suffering. Historians tell us the Romans were experts at killing. They knew that to stay in power, you 
must be ruthless against your enemies, so they became experts in execution. 

In today’s terminology, crucifixion was the ultimate in “cruel and unusual” punishment. It was torture 
in its purest form. 

When you consider our text in light of that, a question comes to mind. How could anyone then boast 
in a cross? Paul, how could you say such a thing? 

To us the cross is beautiful. In fact, it’s the singular sign of the Christian faith. But we have beautified 
an object of terror, cleaned it up, and covered it with gold and silver so we can sell it as jewelry. 

That thought would have been unimaginable 2000 years ago. 

Folks, not for a moment do I suggest that we do wrong by making the cross the symbol of our faith, or 
that it’s wrong to wear a cross. I know that for most people, the cross is a precious emblem of their 
faith.  

I’m simply pointing out the irony that a symbol of suffering and shame has become the universal 
symbol of the Christian faith. 

On one hand the cross stands for the faith of the followers of Jesus. It transcends time and culture and 
language. It unites believers who can’t agree on much of anything else. We are the people of the cross, 
called by the One who died on the cross, to follow the way of the cross.  

On the other hand the cross reminds the world that there’s no way to God through good works or 
religion or self-effort. The cross spells the end to man’s attempt to gain God’s favour. No wonder the 
world has a hard time with the cross.  

One verse of a familiar gospel song gives us both sides of this truth: 

Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above, to bear it to dark Calvary. 
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John Stott suggests five objections modern men and women have to the cross of Christ. Let’s meditate 
on these objections in light of Paul’s commitment to boast only in the cross of Christ. 

I. The Intellectual Objection 

This is what Paul called the “foolishness” of the cross (1 Corinthians 1:18). When he came to Athens 
and preached the gospel, the brilliant thinkers of that great city regarded him as a “babbler” (Acts 
17:18). It’s a term of derision roughly equivalent to “country bumpkin,” “chatterbox or airhead.”   

When they heard him preach, it made no sense to them so they dismissed him as a babbler of 
nonsense. Nevertheless Paul said, “We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23).  

The Jews could not accept that their Messiah would die like a man under a curse from God. To the 
Gentiles it seemed absurd. Who could ever believe a thing like that? How could you worship a God 
who died on a cross? 

Who would trust a God who died on a cross? 

Those sentiments persist in the 21st-century. Many people think it’s meaningless to believe that a 
dying Jew on a Roman cross could save anyone. After all, we believe that the hope of salvation rests in 
an itinerant Jewish rabbi who was arrested, rejected by his own people, beaten, treated like a common 
criminal, crucified between two thieves, and buried in a borrowed tomb.  

Then we go to the world and say, “There’s your Saviour!” 

This isn’t, of course, all that we believe about Jesus, but that is how some people hear it. In the face of 
this, it’s tempting to water down the cross and to talk in generalities of God’s love for the world. But 
it’s the cross that demonstrates the extent of God’s love and how far He will go to save us. 

Faithfulness to Christ demands that we continue to preach the cross. 

II. The Religious Objection 

This has to do with the exclusivity of Christ. Some evangelicals leaders have predicted this will be the 
next doctrine to go. In their view, evangelicals feel uncomfortable with John 14:6 where Jesus said, “I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

The problem with this verse is not with the words. The words are simple and clear. It’s the meaning 
that some people don’t like. Jesus plainly said he was the only way to heaven.  

In our feel-good, make-everyone-happy, don’t-leave-anyone-out age, that verse doesn’t fit in. You can 
almost hear someone saying, “Who are you to claim that your religion is any better than anyone 
else’s? How dare you suggest that only Christians go to heaven.” 

Certainly you won’t win many friends by preaching on this verse. 
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But if we do away with John 14:6, what do we do with Acts 4:12? 

“There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be 
saved.”  

“No other name.” That’s clear, isn’t it? 

Stott points out that the Corinthians wouldn’t have minded if the early Christians had said, “Jesus is a 
God,” meaning that he is one more deity to be added to their many Greek gods.  

They would have been happy to push their gods around on the shelf to make room for one more 
named “Jesus.” If Paul had said, “You can have Jesus and keep Zeus too,” that would have played well 
in Corinth. No problem. No issues. No controversy. 

But Jesus as the one-and-only way to God? Impossible! 

Paul would not compromise on that point. Neither should we. 

We cannot surrender either the finality or the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.  

Why was Paul stoned? Why were the early Christians martyred? Why were they seen as a threat to 
Rome? Here’s why! They taught the exclusivity of Jesus Christ.  

They would not go along with a watered-down version of their faith that said, “We’ve got Jesus, but 
you’ve got your gods, and it’s all the same in the end.” Why preach Jesus if there’s some other way of 
salvation? Why sacrifice to take the gospel to the lost if they aren’t really lost? 

III. The Personal Objection 

Many people object to the preaching of the cross because it humbles the proud. The gospel announces 
that there’s nothing—absolutely nothing!—that you can do to save yourself. 

This is a hard word for modern man to hear. We’re okay with the love of God in a general, fuzzy sense 
that allows us to feel good about ourselves. We have a hard time with verses like Romans 3:10, 
“There’s no one righteous, not even one,” and Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things 
and beyond cure.” 

There’s no other religion in the world like Christianity. Every other religion says, “Do this and live.” 
Our God says, “It has been done for you.” The whole gospel comes down to just three little words: 

Do vs. Done.  

Every other religion is based on works. You go to heaven because of what you do: Give money. Go to 
church or to the synagogue or the mosque. Pray toward Mecca. Light a candle. Pray all night. Keep the 
feast days. Give alms to the poor. Offer a sacrifice. Keep the Ten Commandments. Be a good 
neighbour.  
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Obey the law. Stay out of jail. Be courteous, kind, and forgiving. Try harder. Do your best. Follow the 
Golden Rule. Live a good life.  

Many of those things are good and noble and right, but the problem with a religion based on “doing” 
is that you can never be sure you’ve done enough. And if somehow you finally do enough, how do you 
know that you won’t blow it all tomorrow by one stupid sin? 

The whole difference comes down to this: Christianity is based on what Christ has done for us. Every 
other religion is based on what we ourselves do. 

This verse from Jesus Paid It All makes the message clear: 

For nothing good have I 

Whereby Thy grace to claim; 

I’ll wash my garments white 

In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. 

Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 

He washed it white as snow. 

If you preach that gospel, some people aren’t going to be happy. The gospel message of “grace alone” 
offends the pretensions of modern man. He doesn’t want to hear that he’s a sinner, and that he can do 
nothing to save himself, and that if God doesn’t save him through Christ, he will not go to heaven. 

There’s something in us that says, “I’m willing to trust Jesus 90%, but I want to throw in my own 
10%.” God says, “No deal.” It’s either 100% Jesus or we don’t go to heaven at all. 

IV. The Moral Objection 

In the first century Rome and Greece were hotbeds of immorality and idolatry. That’s how bad the 
ancient world was. It was wholly given over to depraved behaviour. 

Into that world came the early Christians preaching the Good News that Jesus Christ could change 
your life from the inside out. It was, in the deepest sense, a promise of liberation from the sins of the 
flesh. No mystery religion could do that. 

That message was unwelcome then. It’s unwelcome now. 

If you want Jesus plus your sinful ways, forget it. You aren’t ready to become a Christian. 
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Coming to Christ is not like slapping a coat of paint on a shack. Coming to Christ is like those 
renovation shows on TV where they take an old, run-down, ramshackle house with sagging porch, 
broken windows, vermin-infested walls, leaky roof, cracked foundation, and they strip it down and 
then rebuild it totally so that it becomes a thing of beauty. 

Coming to Christ means submitting to his “extreme makeover” of your life. When we’re willing for the 
Master Carpenter to take over our life, when He’s finished with us, we will be a masterpiece of grace 
for all the world to see. 

V. The Political Objection 

This is the objection to the lordship of Jesus. Here’s an interesting fact about the Romans. Whenever 
they conquered a new territory, they generally left the local religion in place. They only asked that the 
people in that region be willing to make an offering saying, “Caesar is Lord.”  

As you might expect, Christians across the Roman Empire steadfastly refused to say “Caesar is Lord.” 
They were willing to be good citizens, willing to pay their taxes and to obey Roman law. But they could 
not violate their conscience by declaring “Caesar is Lord.” 

Christians ought to be good citizens, we ought to support our leaders as far as we can, and we ought 
always to pray for them.   

That’s why Christians have gotten in trouble over the centuries. We pledge our allegiance to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Any lesser allegiance is just that—lesser. We owe our ultimate allegiance to him alone. 

So here are the five objections to the cross of Christ: 

The intellectual objection, which says the cross is foolish. 

The religious objection, which says the cross is intolerant. 

The personal objection, which says the cross is humiliating. 

The moral objection, which says the cross is too demanding. 

The political objection, which says the cross is subversive. 

Those objections were present in the first century, and they are still with us today. 

Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe. 

Sin had left a crimson stain, he washed it white as snow. 

“As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 

A cross is an odd thing to boast in. God forbid that we should boast in anything else. 


