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FBC Service Sunday September 25 2022 John 14:1-6 Heaven Our Eternal Home  

Intro. As we reflect on the life of those who have passed on, and their earthly home, often the subject 
of an eternal home comes up. Death of a loved one often reminds us of the brevity of life and 
preparing for the one to come. Request re Heaven sermon. 

Jesus said in John 14, "Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There 
is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going to prepare a place for you."  

The Bible pictures heaven as God's special dwelling place  

It’s where God lives. Isaiah 57:15 says, "For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits 
eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place." Isaiah 63:15 says, "Lord, look 
down from heaven; look from your holy, glorious home, and see us." 

God looks down from heaven. Psalm 33:13-14 says, "The Lord looks down from heaven and sees 
the whole human race. 14. From his throne he observes all who live on the earth."  

The New Testament continually speaks of the Father who is in heaven. Jesus said that over and over 
again throughout His Sermon on the Mount. He said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16) 

He said that men should not swear by heaven "for it is God's throne" (v.34). He said if we love our 
enemies we prove ourselves to be "sons of your Father in heaven" (v.45). He said in chapter 6, verse 1, 
“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward 
from your Father in heaven."  

When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, He instructed them to begin, "Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name." (verse 9)  

And in chapter 7, verse 11, "So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him!"  

He said in verse 21, "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven." At least 27 times in the New Testament, we read of 
the "Father" being "in heaven" and in each case, the words come directly from Jesus.  

Numerous times Jesus claimed to have come to earth from heaven.  

So we conclude that God dwells in a place and the name of that place is heaven. But wait 
a minute. We know that God is also present everywhere. 

King David once wrote, "If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, you are there." 
(Psalm 139:8). His son Solomon's writes in 1 Kings 8:27, "Why, even the highest heavens cannot 
contain you." In other words; 
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Though Heaven is God's dwelling, He is everywhere, His home is heaven. It’s His centre of operations.   

The Bible Speaks of Heaven as Our Eternal Home.  

Heaven is not only God's home, it’s home for every true believer, everyone whose name is "written in 
the Book of Life before the world was made" (Revelation.17:8).  

Jesus said in John 14, "In My Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you." Two thousand years ago Jesus went to prepare us an eternal 
home. If He created the wonders of the universe in six days, we can't begin to imagine what He has 
prepared after two thousand years! 

What Heaven Isn't.  

Since we've learned a little of what heaven is, it’s important to know what heaven is not. We need to 
debunk a few common myths about heaven. Let me point out a few things that the Bible doesn't teach 
us about heaven. 

Heaven Isn't a Place of Fluffy White Clouds.  

The image of fat babies with wings playing harps while sitting on fluffy white clouds and eating cream 
cheese, might make a good TV commercial, but it doesn't even begin to describe the glory of heaven. If 
you want a graphic, description of heaven read Revelation 21 and 22.  

Heaven Isn't a Place where we play harps all day. Lounging around on Cloud Nine? Living in 
enormous mansions along solid gold streets? Does it mean we'll all have long white robes with 
matching sandals, glowing halos, and big flapping wings? Hardly! 

Heaven is an actual place. A prepared place, designed for God's redeemed people, those who have 
accepted God's free gift of His Son. 

Heaven Isn't a Place of Eternal Boredom.  

Some misguided people have the idea that heaven will be boring. They think that once we are there we 
will have nothing left to anticipate or look forward to. They think that it will be boring because it will 
go on forever and ever.  

I believe the Bible reveals to us that we will be anything but bored in heaven! It will be a place of 
constant activity, constant wonder and constant joy. Though it will go on for eternity, heaven will 
continually astound us with its freshness. 

Heaven Isn't a Place Where We Become Angels.  

Angels are God's ministering agents. They do His bidding here on earth and they minister 
around His throne. They are holy and powerful but they are not the objects of God's special love, we 
are! We won't become angels or even become like angels, we will become like Jesus! 
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Heaven Isn't a Place Where Saint Peter Guards the Gate.  

We've all heard jokes about Saint Peter at the gate of heaven. I suppose the source of these this 
superstition that Peter waits at the gate comes from Matthew 16 where Jesus give the keys of the 
kingdom to the church, not Peter, and says the gates of hell will not prevail against it.  

What Heaven Holds.  

The Bible reveals that heaven is not just a state of mind and not just a future place, but a place that 
now is. For believers who die, the Bible says "to be absent from the body" is "to be present with the 
Lord" (2 Cor.5:8). 

Here is a short list of what heaven holds.  

Our Father is in Heaven.  

We've already considered the many passages that point out that our Father is a Heavenly Father and 
that He dwells in a special way in heaven. What an awesome moment it will be when we finally stand 
before the throne and see Him shining in the light of His glory.  

Our Saviour is in Heaven.  

Acts 2:33 says that Jesus was "exalted to the right hand of God."  The Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit 
dwells within every true believer. However, the physical presence of Jesus in His glorified, nail-
pierced body is at the right hand of God's throne.  

Our Family is in Heaven.  

Hebrews 12:23 speaks of coming "You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn children, whose 
names are written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge over all things. You 
have come to the spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect."  

Every genuine believer who has died in Christ is now in heaven. Part of the family of God now resides 
on earth, but the vast majority is in heaven.  

People ask, "Will we know our departed loved ones in heaven?" I answer that with a question: will we 
know less in heaven than we do on earth? If we would know them on earth, why would we not know 
them in heaven? Heaven will be a place of sweet reunion 

"Friends will be there I have known long ago; 

Joy like a river around me will flow;" 

All our loved ones who have died in Jesus are waiting for us. 

What a day of reunion that will be! 

We will never have to say goodbye to our loved ones in Christ again! 
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Our Names are in Heaven.  

Jesus had given His disciples power over evil spirits. They thought they were hot stuff because they 
could command evil spirits. Jesus said to them in Luke 10:20, "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, 
that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven." 

What an awesome thought! Every believers name is recorded in heaven. Think about it! 
My name is written down at the bank, at Revenue Canada, but wonder of wonders, my name is 
written in heaven too!  

Our Inheritance is in Heaven.  

1 Peter 1:3-4 says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved 
in heaven for you." Our inheritance, the riches of God's grace await us there.  

Our Rewards are in Heaven.  

In The Beatitudes, Jesus says we are blessed when we are persecuted. He says, "Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven" (Mt.5:12).  

Our Citizenship is in Heaven.  

Philippians 3:20, "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ." We are already citizens of heaven, even though we don't live there yet. We are 
here, but we really belong there.  

Our Hope is in Heaven.  

Think of the most beautiful sights on earth... the rim of the Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls, etc... All of 
the wonders of God's earthly creation pale in comparison to heaven. Everything that is wonderful on 
earth will be eclipsed by even greater wonders in heaven.   

We won't have to imagine what God is like, we will see Him face to face.  

We won't ever sin or be tempted to sin again. Satan won’t be there (Revelation 20:10) 

We will never grow old, our bodies will never know pain, we won't die. 

We will have a reunion with all our loved ones who died in Christ. 

We will form new relationships with believers we never knew on earth.  

We will find joy and pleasures that surpass any known on earth.  

We will have limitless knowledge. All the gnawing questions of life will be answered. 
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We will sing! We will worship! The music of heaven will surpass anything on earth. 

We will go on forever and never tire of anything.  

There will be no disappointments, no despair, no defeat, no divorce, no disease. 

There will be no want, no worldliness, no worries. 

There will be no sorrow, no clouds, no night, no bitterness, no anguish, no remorse, no sighs, no sad 
laments, and no broken hearts. 

There will be no more death! 

There will be no death-bed scenes. 

There will be no coffins, no funeral homes, no grave yards. 

What is the point of this message on heaven?  

For the Unbeliever - Heaven is something to desire. God offers you eternal life as a gift. It's 
absolutely free. You don't have to work for it. You can't buy it. There is little in this world that is 
absolutely free.  

Yet the Bible says to us, "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (Rom.6:23, NRSV). God offers you today the free gift of eternal life in the glory of 
heaven.  

For the Believer - Heaven is our hope. Our knowledge of heaven should drive our worship, our 
evangelism and our pursuit of holiness. With Paul we should say to depart is "far better."  

But there is one thing we will find! We will see Jesus as he is. “we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2 

Think for a moment about those you loved who have already gone to Heaven. They see the person 
who said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). They have met the man who healed the lepers and the blind, and they see his glory. 

We will be changed 

Now there is one more thing that John tells us about Heaven. He wrote, “we shall be like him”. “But 
we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 

“We will be like him.” You won’t be exactly the same in Heaven. You and I will be Christ like. 

According to this and other New Testament verses, heaven will be a place of beauty, peace, constant 
health, and happiness, filled with people from all the earthly ages who have one thing in common: 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who took away the sin of the world. 
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In heaven we'll have a face-to-face, exclusive relationship with our Saviour, gloriously enjoyed without 
interruption or heartache or grief or sin or the threat of death. God promised that He would make all 
things new in heaven. 

Heaven will be the destiny of those who take God at His Word, believing in His Son, Jesus Christ, and 
coming, by faith, to salvation . . . without cost. 

What a breathtaking truth! Heaven is beyond our imagination. We cannot envision it. At our most 
creative moment, at our deepest thought, at our highest level, we still cannot fathom eternity.  

"It will be worth it all 

When we see Jesus 

Life's trials will seem so small 

When we see Christ 

One glimpse of His dear face 

All sorrow will erase 

So bravely run the race 

Till we see Christ." 

There is a place called heaven! 

Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people! 

God has spelled out in the Bible the requirements on how to enter heaven. 

God has declared that there is only one way to enter heaven, and that is His way. 

Prayer: Father, we thank You for Your word and the Christian’s hope of heaven. Hide it within our 
hearts. You know how prone we are to disbelieve even the things that sometimes we think we hold 
dear. Help us to trust You in every way.  

Hide Your word within our hearts, and lift our spirits heavenward with the great truths we have heard 
today. We ask it in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 


