
FBC Devotion Thursday July 14 2022 John 8:1-11 Arm Chair Critics 

“Early the next morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd soon gathered, and he sat down 
and taught them.” 

After a church service one morning in which the pastor had preached on spiritual gifts, he was greeted 
at the door by a lady who said, "Pastor, I believe I have the gift of criticism." The pastor looked at her 
and asked, "Remember the person in Jesus' parable who had the one talent?"  

The woman nodded her understanding. "Do you recall what he did with it?" "Yes," replied the lady, 
"he went out and buried it." The pastor gently suggested, "Go quickly, and do the same!" 

The person who is most critical of the faults, failings, and sins of others is often guilty of the self-same 
faults, failings, and sins. 'When you point a finger of accusation at another, remember you have three 
fingers of accusation pointing right back at yourself,' as the old saying goes.  

How often the person who is severely judging his fellowman is the hypocrite who flatters himself of 
his own uprightness. 

Throughout His ministry, Christ had those who hated Him and sought to trip Him up and accused 
Him of breaking the Law of Moses 

The Pharisees and Sadducees apparently felt they too possessed the gift of criticism. Frequently they 
attempted to trip up the Lord. Seeing him in the temple they believed, provided them at long last a 
sure fired, no miss opportunity to stump and embarrass Jesus.  

They brought a woman taken in the very act of adultery. Their criticism of her was motivated by their 
burning desire to entrap Him. They were using her, and using the law, to get rid of Jesus, but He 
didn’t take their bait. He knew well how to turn the tables on such an attack.  

In a few words, pregnant with meaning, he silences every accusing voice and each pointing finger. 

The same law that judged the guilty to be stoned to death also required the witnesses to cast the first 
stones. Jesus' powerful statement, "let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!," quickly 
brought an end to their biting criticism.  

The crowd, one by one, stealthily left the scene. Ironically the only one who was left was the Lord 
Jesus, the only one of the crowd who had lived a perfect life and had a right to condemn her. 

This passage of Scripture does not teach us to look the other way when people sin. What it does teach 
us, however, is that it’s not the responsibility of a Christian continually to be on the lookout for sin in 
other Christians--or anyone else for that matter.  

Jesus was teaching the critical religious leaders of His day that although the woman was a great 
sinner, she was no greater a sinner than they were. We must remember the same as we meet others. 

May the mind of Christ direct all our actions and attitudes, our thoughts and the motives of our 
hearts, and His gracious attitude be reflected in us for all to see. Lord keep us from being arm chair 
critics! 


