
FBC Devotion Tuesday July 12 2022 Habakkuk 3:17-19 The Power of “Yet” 

Verses 17-18 show us what faith looks like when life tumbles in around us: 

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls. Yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.” 

The word “rejoice” literally means to jump for joy. We might even say it means to dance for joy. But 
how is this possible? 

Habakkuk has described a total economic meltdown. Ancient Israel was an agricultural society. If you 
ran out of figs, olives, grapes, grain, sheep, and cattle, you were in big trouble. This isn’t just a random 
list. What if your investments disappeared tomorrow? What do you do when you are wiped out? 

Too many Christians have a God of the good times. They serve God and love him and praise Him 
when all is going well. But what will you do when hard times come? If all you have is a God of the 
good times, you don’t have the God of the Bible. 

Sometimes the fig tree does not bud. Sometimes there are no grapes on the vine. Sometimes the olive 
crop fails. Sometimes the fields produce no food. Sometimes there are no sheep in the pen. 
Sometimes there are no cattle in the stalls. 

What do you do then? You can get angry with God or you can give up on Him altogether. Or you can 
choose to believe in God anyway.  

Often we mistake faith and our feelings. Faith isn’t about my feelings, much less about my 
circumstances. Faith chooses to believe when it would be easier to stop believing. Habakkuk said, “I 
will wait patiently” and “I will rejoice.” Faith chooses to believe. 

The last verse of Habakkuk is often overlooked: 

“The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread 
on the heights” (v. 19). 

If you know the Lord, He will give you stability in the slippery moments of life. He will give you grace 
to stand when otherwise you would fall apart. We can stand when others fall around us. 

We all come from different situations. Some are happy, some are sad. Some are healthy, some are 
sick. Some are excited about the future, some face dark clouds of uncertainty. 

But if we know the Lord, if God is our Saviour, we can still have feet to tread on the heights in the 
worst moments of life. We can stand when others fall around us. 

I leave you with one final thought. You’ll never know that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you 
have. And when Jesus is all you have, then and only then will you discover that Jesus is all you need.  

When V. Raymond Edman was president of Wheaton College, he used to tell the students, “It’s always 
too soon to quit.” That’s a good motto for us to follow. 


