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FBC Service Sunday July 10 2022 2 Peter 1:1-8 Promises We Can Count On 

What is a promise? A promise may be defined as follows:  "Words said or written, binding a person to 
do or not to do something."  When a person makes a promise they’re giving their word that they will 
do something or not do something. 

People make promises and people sometimes break promises. Here are some promises that different 
people might make: 

"Can you lend me $25.00, I’ll pay you back tomorrow." 

"I’ll meet you at the ball field at 1:00 p.m. next Saturday." 

"Have a good trip to California. I’ll write to you every week!" 

"Mom and Dad, I will do better on my next report card." 

"I’ll be sure to pray for you." 

What would each of these people have to do in order to keep these promises? 

We live in a time when lots of folks make lots of promises. Your mailbox gets filled with the same junk 
as does mine. They come with titles like "Alex, You have been selected as an instant cash winner," and 
they say things such as, please return your winning ticket right away."  

So we mail in the "official" form in the "official" envelope, having placed the "official" entry seal on the 
space provided and then we wait for our "guaranteed" prize, which of course never comes. 

And the promises go on. Commercials promise to flatten our stomachs, thicken our hair and cure 
our acne. Yet often what our $19.95 buys, is a fancy bottle filled only with the fragrance of 
disappointment. 

One of those exciting moments as a young child is when your parents promise you something special. 
The moment the promise was made everything was different . . . even though the actual fulfillment of 
the promise was a ways off.  

It had the power of changing the entire atmosphere for the moment, and even your behaviour. There 
was anticipation, and sometimes there was even greater obedience when the promise was conditional, 
like "I promise . . . if you’re really good."  

Here’s another saying we'd often hear as kids. I'm going to say the first half of the saying and 
let's see if you know the 2nd half: 

''Cross my heart and (hope to die)'' 

What was that child saying? 
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They were saying they've made a promise, and if they were to break that promise they would expect 
something bad to happen. 

Actually, the original phrase is a little longer: 

''Cross my heart and hope to die. Stick a needle in my eye.'' 

The only thing kids could think of that was worse than dying was sticking needles in their eyes.  

Kids understand the importance of promises. In fact as parents we learned that we needed to be very 
careful what promises we made to our kids. As my kids were growing up I learned that if I told them 
that… 

I was going to do something for them 

I was going to take them someplace 

I was going get something for them. 

And then (for whatever reason) I didn't do that, you know what they'd say to me? 

But Dad, you promised! 

As children we learned that promises are were important and needed to be kept. 

According to 2 Peter 1:4, God has not just given us promises, He has given us “precious and 
magnificent promises.” 

God repeatedly tells us throughout the Bible that if He makes a promise He'll keep it.  

Our God doesn't make promises like that baby sitter who was taking care of a couple of children one 
night while their parents had an evening out. When the parents returned home, they were pleasantly 
surprised to find the kids fast asleep. 

When the sitter had been paid, just as she was walking out the door, she turned to the parents and 
said, ''Oops, I almost forgot to tell you. I promised Sammy that if he would stay in bed, you would get 
him a pony in the morning.'' 

Aren't you glad that our God doesn't operate like that? He makes promises that He can back up!  

He gave us many great and precious promises, both conditional and unconditional. 

These promises given in God’s Word have to be proved in different ways. In the Bible there are three 
kinds of promises. In the first class, there is what is known as the Conditional Promises. 
For these promises we must meet a prior condition before God will fulfill the promise in our lives. 

There is a second class, referring exclusively to the future—the fulfillment of which does not 
relate to us at the present time.  
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Then there is a third class, called Absolute Promises, which have no conditions whatever, but 
God who cannot lie, makes the promise. 

Many of God's promises are conditional. When you see this word "conditional" just think of the 
little word “if.”  

God promises to do something if we do something. He will do His part if we do our part. Sometimes 
our parents might give us a conditional promise: "If you finish all of the food on your plate, then you 
can have some dessert!" 

Scripture is full of promises; but often we never consider that many of these promises are conditional. 

If we meet the conditions of these conditional promises, we can expect God to answer in a powerful 
way. God is always true to His word. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
understanding. Acknowledge him in all your ways, and he will make your paths straight. 

Here is a promise to guide and direct us, but that guidance is conditional upon us acknowledging Him 
in all our ways.  

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  

God has promised to give us the desires of our heart, but they’re conditional upon our delighting 
ourselves in Him and in His character. Our desires will then be a reflection of Who He is and God will 
then delight in giving us those desires. 

Another example! “Ask, and you shall receive.” Here it’s quite obvious that I must ask in order to 
verify the promise. I have a condition to fulfill in order to obtain a benefit. 

The way to test the faithfulness of the Promiser and the truth of the promise is plainly this—comply 
with the condition.  

In order to prove conditional promises, it’s necessary for us to fulfill the condition that God has 
attached to them.  

He says, “Bring the entire tithe into the storehouse so that there may be food in my temple. Test me 
in this matter,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, to see if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out blessing for you until there is no room for it all.”  

No one can prove God, with reference to this promise, till they have brought all the tithes into the 
storehouse. 

Suppose the Lord says, “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify 
me.” The only way of proving Him is by calling upon Him in the time of trouble.  
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We may stand as long as we like and say, “God will fulfill that promise.” Ay, that He will, but we 
must fulfill the condition, for we cannot prove such promises unless we fulfill the conditions 
appended to them. 

There are many many conditional promises, “Look unto me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth.” 
The condition there is, “Look unto me.” 

Here is another, “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” What a powerful 
promise that is! But what’s the condition? We can’t prove the promise unless we call on the name of 
the Lord.  

So whenever we see a promise to which a condition is attached, if we wish to prove it in our own 
experience, ask of God to give us grace to fulfill the condition. That’s one way of proving God. 

But then there’s the absolute promise and that is the largest and best promise of all, for if they 
were all conditional promises, and the conditions rested with us to fulfill them, we would all fall short.  

An unconditional or absolute promise is simply one in which God says He will do something, and 
nothing we can do will stop it from happening.  

The fulfillment of unconditional promises doesn’t depend on the actions of people; only on God.  

After the great flood destroyed everything, God gave Noah an unconditional promise that he would 
never again send a global flood to destroy the earth.  

Many years later, God unconditionally promised King David that his royal line would last forever. God 
was faithful in this promise despite David’s repeated shortcomings and failures. 

When Jesus was on earth he promised that after he ascended to heaven he would send the Holy Spirit. 
In Acts 2, we read exactly how that happened.  

He also promised that Satan’s forces would never overcome the church. And although much evil has 
been directed against the church down through the centuries, it still flourishes.  

Another promise—that he would return to earth to judge the living and the dead and fully settle his 
kingdom has yet to occur, but because this is an unconditional promise, no one and nothing can stop 
it from happening. 

If there were no absolute or unconditional promises, there would not be a soul saved.  

The absolute promises of God are not to be proved by doing anything, but by believing them. All I can 
do with an absolute promise is to believe it.  

When God gives an unconditional promise, there are no "if’s," "and’s," or "but’s" about it! God says, "I 
Will Do Something," and it doesn’t matter if people like it or don’t like it, believe it or don’t believe it. 

God is still going to do it!  
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An unconditional promise means that God will do what He promised no matter what! Here are some 
more examples: 

Hebrews 13:5--God says, "I will never leave you." 

God will never leave the believer! That’s God’s promise! But what if the believer sins? Will God break 
His promise then? No, God keeps His promise and God will be right there with that sinning believer, 
convicting him and dealing with his heart until things are made right! 

Matthew 17:23--Jesus said that on the third day after His death He would rise again. 

There were many people who didn’t want Jesus to rise again from the dead. Did that change the 
promise? There were many people who didn’t believe that Jesus would rise again from the dead 
(including the Lord’s own disciples).  

Did that change God’s promise? God is going to keep His Word no matter what! 

God’s wonderful promises do us no good unless we believe them! 

A pastor once was preaching and he made the statement:  "God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It!"   
A little girl was in the audience and she raised her hand and when acknowledged she said, "Pastor, 
you're wrong!"  

The surprised Pastor said, "What do you mean?  Why am I wrong?"   The girl answered, "Pastor, God 
said it and that settles it whether you believe it or not!" 

Future Promises: God’s Future Promises Will Never Be Broken 

Politicians make promises and often break them. People make promises that they intend to keep, but 
sometimes they are broken. Promises are meant to be kept. It takes a strong amount of personal 
fortitude and will to keep a promise.  

A person who keeps promises is a person who can be trusted. Promises that are made reflect on the 
character of the person who makes them. If they’re kept, then people will speak well about that 
person. If a promise is broken, then people will not trust that person. 

God says that His future promises are as dependable as day and night. 

John 14:3--Jesus said, "I will come again." 

If certain people don’t want Jesus to come again, will that change the promise?  If men and women  
don’t believe that Jesus will come again, does this affect God’s promise? Jesus is going to keep this 
promise no matter what! The only wise thing to do is to believe what God says! 

 “There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I 
am going away to make ready a place for you. And if I go and make ready a place for you, I will 
come again and take you to be with me, so that where I am you may be too.” 
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“For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 
life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 

“If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also we believe that God will bring with him those 
who have fallen asleep as Christians.” 

“Absent from the body and present with the Lord.” 

What promise do you need this morning? 

Conditional? 

Unconditional?  

Future? 

Our Call to Worship stated Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew 
stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever 
He promises. 

I encourage you this morning to prove God and take Him at His word. If He has given you a promise, 
He gives you the invitation to prove it. 

 

 


