
FBC Devotion Tuesday July 8 2022 Ephesians 5:15-17 Opportunity Knocks! 

“So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every 
opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to 
do.” 

Our text today is very short. The question posed in the middle verse speaks of making the most every 
opportunity because the days are evil. 

We need to hear what God is saying to us because we live in difficult times. How should we live in 
times like these? Should we be optimists or pessimists? Should we be somewhere in between? 

To “be careful” means literally to walk accurately or precisely. It has the idea of walking on a narrow 
path along the side of a steep mountain. Keep your eyes open lest you take a wrong step and plunge to 
your death. 

Sometimes we’re guilty of living too fast. We make too many snap judgments, too many hasty 
decisions, we speak too fast, and we react too fast.  

What happens when you hurry, hurry, hurry? You don’t watch where you’re going and you trip and 
fall. Most often we trip not in headlong pursuit of evil but in our headlong pursuit of good. 

The answer doesn’t lie not in buying a day planner or getting organized, but in those ancient words of 
the Psalmist. “Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). When we slow down enough to get 
God involved, we discover that He can do more through us than we can ever accomplish on our own. 

Evil days tempt us to lose hope, to say, “We can’t do it” because people’s hearts are hardened towards 
God, and we’re tempted to give up. I for one refuse to think like that. Sometimes we give up too soon.  

The things that make it difficult for us for live as Christians are the things that make us shine. Hard 
times can be blessings in disguise. 

When the world around us seems to be going haywire, we have an incredible opportunity to display 
the life-changing power of Jesus Christ. The darker the night, the brighter the Christians light shines. 

Let’s be grateful for the privilege of being alive for such a time as this, wherever God has placed us. 

These are great days to be alive. Exciting days. Amazing days. Uncertain days. Frightening days. 

All those things are true at the same time. When we see evil advancing in the world, keep in mind 
what Jesus said. “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.” (John 14:1) 

In times like these, it helps to recall that there have always been times like these. Be encouraged. Let 
not your heart be troubled.  

Watch your step. Make the most of every opportunity. Understand what the Lord wants you to do.  

Carpe Deum. Seize the day for God! 


