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FBC Service Sunday, July 3 2022 Keep the Fire Burning Leviticus 6:8-13 

A couple of years ago, in New York City, a young lady left her downtown office and walked down the 
street and entered the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The museum was hosting an exhibition of 
paintings by the French artist, Monet. 

One painting was of a sailboat on water, with its mirror image reflecting on the water. She studied the 
painting for a while and was convinced something was wrong. She went to a security guard and then 
to the museum curator and expressed her concern. They both told her nothing was wrong with the 
painting, it was authentic, and she could not expect to be an art critic in a day. 

Frustrated, she left the museum and went to a bookstore, where she purchased a book of Monet 
prints, which included this painting. With her book in hand, she walked back into the museum and 
compared the print to the painting.  

Then she called the New York Times art critic. Together they revealed that for a period of over 100 
days, in front of thousands of visitors and scores of art critics, the sailboat painting had hung upside 
down. It took one woman with a passion to make a difference. 

What does that have to do with our message today? When we look around in our world, so many 
things appear upside down. Sin is elevated; righteousness is ridiculed. We’re told everything is okay. 

More than ever, we need men and women and young people, with a renewed passion for Christ. 

One thing is evident through the verses of our text. The fire on the altar was meant to be continuous, 
to be sustained, not to fade, not to be quenched, not to be left unattended. Three times in these short 
verses, God says, "Keep the fire burning. It must never go out." 

This morning, I want to use that word picture of the fire on the altar to challenge your heart and mine, 
to maintain and renew a passion for Christ.  

The fire on the altar represents two things to us. It represents the presence of God. Oftentimes in 
God's word, fire represents God's presence. For example, God spoke to Moses through a burning bush 
that was ablaze with fire.  

The nation of Israel was led through the wilderness with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  

The sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel was consumed by fire from heaven. John the Baptist said one 
was coming after him who would baptize not with water but with fire.  

And on Pentecost when the church was born, there rested on every believer what appeared to be 
tongues of fire. Fire represents the presence of God. 

Not only does fire represent the presence of God, perhaps even more so in our lives, it represents 
the passion of the heart. What do we call an old girlfriend or an old boyfriend? An old flame! 
What do we mean when we say someone is on fire for God? Fire represents a burning, 
passionate heart.  
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It’s this fire on the altar of your heart that represents a passion for Christ, and God says to keep the 
fire burning. It must never go out. 

In Matthew 24:12, Jesus talks about the last days. And He says, "sin will be rampant everywhere and 
the love of many will grow cold."  

Hearts that once burned aflame with a passion for Christ, but are now grown cold, and that flame for 
Christ is now a smoldering ember.  

There used to be a hunger for God's word, there used to be a zeal for holiness, there used to be a 
prevailing in prayer, but now that fire has grown cold.  

And the Lord says to all of us, "Keep the fire burning. It must never go out." Fan it to flame. 

This morning, I would like to share with you five principles for maintaining a passion for Christ. I'm 
going to use an acronym FLAME to help us to remember them. 

F - Forget Not God's Grace 

The term "gospel" means good news. One of the reasons that we fail to keep the fire burning in our 
hearts, is that we sometimes forget where we were before the Lord saved us.  

In Ephesians 2, Paul writes to the Christians in Ephesus, and gives them a picture of what their life 
was like before they came to Christ. He writes; 

"Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.  You used to live in sin, just 
like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world."  

But he goes on to say, "But God, rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ and raised us up and seated 
us with Christ in heavenly places." That is the good news. Don't miss this!  

Jesus said, "He who is forgiven little, loves little, but he who is forgiven much, loves much."  

When we remind ourselves that God saved us and placed our citizenship in heaven, it ignites the 
flame on the altar of our hearts. 

I love those closing verses in the Old Testament. Malachi says, "When the son of righteousness comes 
with healing in his wings, you will leap like calves released from a stall." What a beautiful picture of 
our salvation!  

I'm country born and bred. You can take the boy out of the country, but you can't take the country out 
of the boy. Country boys have seen calves released from a stall. They jump and they skip and they hop 
and they run as if to say, "I'm free, I'm free, I'm free."   

Never forget where you were; never forget God's grace. 

L - Live by God's resources 
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I don't know about you, but most of the things that God has taught me over the years, I learnt through 
failure. Have you experienced trying to live the Christian life in your own strength by your own effort, 
by your own resources? I have.  

It leads to futility, frustration, and defeat. Jesus says, "Apart from me, you can do nothing." His 
resources are more than sufficient. And if we’re to keep the fire burning on the altar of our hearts, we 
need to learn to live by God's resources.  

Not by our own abilities and talents, no matter how gifted we may be.  

The government is not our source, our businesses are not our source, and our companions are not our 
source. Almighty God is our source. Let’s learn to live by His resources and not our own.  

If we’re to keep the fire burning in a passion for Christ in our life, be sure to draw on God's resources. 
That will keep the flame burning on the altar of your heart and have a passion for Christ.  

A - Accept No Substitute 

The example here is the people were using activity for intimacy. We can be busy doing many things, 
and yet not be close to Him. Business does not replace a close relationship with God. 

We often sing the praise song from Psalms 42,  

"As the deer pants for the water, 

So my soul longs after you."  

You alone are my heart’s desire, 

And I long to worship You”      

David said, "One day in your courts is better than a thousand outside." He would accept no substitute 
in his passion for the Lord. 

Do you remember the occasion when Jesus visited in the home of Martha and Mary and Lazarus, and 
Martha is scurrying about in the kitchen. She is seeing to all the details and she’s leaving dust in her 
wake, while Mary sits at the feet of Jesus.  

Martha comes up to Jesus, filled with anger and says, "Tell my sister (she's so mad at Mary, she 
doesn't even call her by name) tell my sister to get out in that kitchen and rattle those pots and pans."  

Jesus says, "Martha, Martha, you are worried about so many things. There’s only one thing necessary 
for life, and Mary has chosen that thing which cannot be taken from her." 

Accept no substitute for intimacy with Jesus, and the fire on the altar of your heart will be sustained. 

M - Maintain Your Testimony 
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In II Corinthians 3:1-3, Paul writes, "You are a letter of Christ read by all men. Not written on the 
tablets of stone but on the tablets of the human heart." Did you get that? You’re a letter of Christ read 
by all men. When people see you in the grocery store, when people see you up town, in the 
community, what does the letter of your life say about Christ? 

The most precious thing you possess in life, next to the indwelling life of Christ, is your testimony. 
Guard it with all diligence. The devil delights in nothing more than stealing your testimony and 
quenching the fire on the altar of your heart. A little compromise here, a loss of conviction there. 
Ecclesiastes says, “it’s the little foxes that spoil the vineyard.”  

You’re a letter of Christ read by all men. I need to be often reminded of that. The enemy takes great 
delight in stealing our testimony and quenching our fire. Maintain your testimony. Keep it alive 
and vibrant!  

E - Exercise Spiritual Discipline 

Now, the thought of that word "discipline" is almost negative to us today. It conjures up thoughts of 
monks and monasteries, but may I remind you that Hebrews 12 says it’s by discipline that you endure. 

What is the value of being daily in God's presence? What is the value of spiritual discipline in our life? 
In Luke 24, Luke tells the story of two unnamed disciples walking along the road to Emmaus.  

Their lives have taken a drastic turn. The bottom has fallen out of their world. They're depressed, 
discouraged, defeated and downcast. All of their hopes and dreams have been nailed to a cross on 
Calvary. Life is at its low point. Have you ever been there?  

Then the resurrected Jesus appears in their midst, and He walks with them and talks with them, and 
He reveals himself to them, and then He’s gone. 

Listen what these two men say to one another in Luke 24:32. “Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he talked with us on the road and opened the scriptures to us?” 

What keeps the fire burning in our hearts?  It’s the word of God and time in the presence of our 
Master. Hymn reminds us. Take time to be holy - Speak oft with Thy Lord – Spend much time in 
secret. 

Jim Elliott was a missionary who was killed by the Indians of Ecuador. Concerned about his spiritual 
life and time alone with the Lord, he wrote; "No man is a fool to give up that which he cannot 
keep, in order to gain that which he cannot lose." 

Is it any wonder that Jim Elliott had a fire burning in his heart?  

Paul in the closing days of his life, wrote to his young disciple Timothy. "I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing." 
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Here is the outline of a faith that finishes well?  

A faith that finishes well looks for the appearing again of Jesus. There’s nothing that will 
sustain the fire on the altar of your heart, there’s nothing that will maintain your passion for Christ 
like an expectancy in seeing Jesus.  

The thought of seeing Jesus in the twinkling of an eye will change our priorities, it will change our 
conduct and behaviour, and it will change our perspective on every circumstance in life. Long for His 
appearing! Live with eternity in mind.  

Keep the fire burning. It must never go out. 

F – Forget Not God’s Grace 

L - Live By God’s Resources 

A – Accept No Substitute 

M – Maintain Your Testimony 

E - Exercise Spiritual Discipline 

Let's pray. 

Father, I pray for enabling grace in all our lives so that the fire on the altar of our hearts will never 
grow cold.   

Empower us to fan the flame that is within us to a burning fire? Help us to keep the fire burning that 
it will never go out. Amen. 


