
FBC Devotion Thursday June 30 2022 2 Peter 1:5-11 Ingredients We Need to Add 

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to 
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.”  

Have you ever looked at a mature believer and wished you could be like him or her, and exhibit joy 
and peace and goodness and knowledge and self-control and perseverance and godliness and 
kindness and love?  

Peter is here laying out a deliberate and disciplined approach to spiritual maturity. We’re to “add” 
seven elements in order to create a harmony of holy living, These qualities are character traits of God. 

These qualities build on one another. One commentator likens it to making a cake. You need all the 
ingredients and they need to be added in the correct order. We add and God does the multiplying.  

Let’s take a look at these seven ingredients that we must mix together.  

Virtue. This can be translated as moral excellence and the courage to do what is right. Your character 
is who you are when no one is looking. How are you doing in growing in virtue? Thumbs up or thumbs 
down? 

Knowledge. I love what J.I. Packer says: “What were we made for? To know God. What aim should we 
set ourselves in life? To know God. What is the best thing in life, bringing more joy, delight, and 
contentment, than anything else? Knowledge of God.” It’s important to know God if you want to grow 
in God. Are you increasing in knowledge of God? 

Self-control. This literally means, “To hold one’s self in.” It’s the opposite of self-indulgence. We need 
to practice self-control with our tongues, our tempers and our temptations. Thumbs-up or thumbs-
down on controlling yourself? 

Perseverance. It’s the idea of enduring when circumstances are difficult. If self-control has to do with 
physical pleasures, perseverance has to do with pain. This is a challenge because our natural tendency 
is to pursue pleasure and flee from problems. Are you hanging in there or have you bailed? 

Godliness. To be godly is to have a spirit of reverence and respect for God in all matters. How would 
you grade yourself on godliness?  

Brotherly kindness. It’s important to have nothing but love for fellow lovers of God. It’s been said: “To 
dwell above with saints we love, that will be our glory. To dwell below with saints we know, well that’s 
another story!” Are you growing in this or headed south? 

Love. This is the capstone of all virtues. While we’re to love our brothers and sisters in Christ, we’re 
also to love everyone. Love doesn’t say, “I’ll love you if…” or “I’ll love you when…” Love says, “I love 
you. Period.” We don’t wait to “feel” love before loving; we’re to love no matter how we feel.  

Here’s the question. Will you decide to go after these things? And here’s the harder question. Will you 
discipline yourself to do so? How are you doing at adding to your faith? 


