
FBC Devotion Tuesday June 7 2022 James 1:19-20 Life Transforming Words 

A wise saying is something that paints the truth with a clarity that cannot be missed but is also stated 
with a freshness that grabs our attention.  

This morning we come upon one of those wise sayings in the book of James.  It’s a sentence that if 
grasped and applied will transform our lives and change every relationship.  

James writes, “everyone should be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to become angry.” What 
good advice!  It’s advice that applies not only to the tough times of life but also to daily living. This 
verse appears simple, but putting it into practice is a daily challenge 

The principle given here is not something we learn one day and move on. It’s something to continually 
practice. 

Be Quick to Hear: The command involves listening and hearing. Have you ever had the experience 
with your children or spouse, where you knew they were quiet while you were talking but they were 
not listening? True hearing involves registering what is said and paying attention to it. 

Wisdom begins when we listen more and talk less. When we fail to listen, several things happen: 

We become unteachable. If we refuse to listen we will end up having to learn everything the hard way . 
. . by making painful mistakes. How many have said, “I wish I has listened to my parents or to my 
teachers?” This is especially true when it comes to the Word of God.   

We draw faulty conclusions.  We’re prone to draw conclusions about people or situations without all 
the information. Often those conclusions are wrong and unfair. 

We miss out on the treasure of other people. People are fascinating and everyone has a story that 
impacts the way they live their lives. Everyone has learned something valuable in their journey. If we 
take the time to listen we will gain a depth of   understanding which can be found no other way. 

The tear in the eye, the shaking of a head, the clenched fist, the tight lips, the wandering eyes or that 
look of surprise that says something has just registered with a person, communicates a great deal.  

We’re impatient.  We’re unwilling to take the necessary time to listen. (Think of the husband who is 
trying to listen to his wife during a commercial of a sporting event or a husband trying to talk to his 
wife (it happens!) during a movie). 

Sometimes we don’t listen because we don’t feel the other person has anything of value to say.  

We want to impress others. We want so desperately to prove how smart, qualified, and witty we are 
that we fail to listen.  

Sometimes we don’t listen because we really don’t care about the truth. It’s that idea of “don’t confuse 
me with the facts”. Our desire is to get a person agree with our opinion.  

The person who is a good listener will often have many friends because a person who listens is a rare 
treasure. Let’s hear and heed the words of James and take our faith to the next level. 


