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FBC Service Sunday May 29 2022 Romans 12:9:16 Love In Practice 

Intro: E-mail re website devotion. “Must have been written just for me.” 

As we look at today’s Scripture, I voice a similar observation. This text must have been written for me. 
It’s one of those passages you might say, “oh no, not again. It’s all about loving others. I’ve heard this 
a thousand times,” and we let the power of its implications bounce right off us. 

So let’s get at it. Paul begins; “Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them.” (v. 9a). 

The words “Don’t just pretend” literally mean “without hypocrisy.” It came to mean anyone who 
acts contrary to his own true feelings. It particularly applies to those who put forth the appearance of 
virtue that they don’t actually possess. Eugene Peterson (The Message) offers this paraphrase: “Love 
from the centre of who you are; don’t fake it.” 

“Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good” (v. 9b). 

Love hates wrong! Think about that for a second. Often we think of love as an ooey-gooey emotion 
that causes us to lose our sense of right and wrong, but that’s far from true Christian love. We cannot 
love evil and love God at the same time any more than we can love money and love God at the same 
time.  

Here’s another way to put it. Don’t ever get over being shocked by evil.! That’s hard to do in a world 
where almost anything goes. Texas governor quote!  Here’s a good test. When was the last time 
you blushed? In the olden days, we blushed when something smutty appeared on television. Now we 
hardly notice it or we laugh at it. For me I hit the remote as quick as I can. 

Sometimes we say, “Love is blind.” God says, “No, love needs clear vision.” Our love needs 
discernment or else we will end up loving things we ought not to love—and enter into relationships 
that are not good for us.  

Not every relationship is a good relationship. 

Not every choice is a good choice. 

Not every friendship is good for us. 

There are really two parts to making wise choices: First, know what is right. This is crucial 
because we live in a world where many people have lost all sense of right and wrong. Everything 
appears to them as shades of gray.  

Second, have the courage to choose what you know to be right and stand up for those beliefs no 
matter what. If you do what you know is right, it doesn’t matter what people think. Lord help us to 
take Paul’s words to heart and never get over being shocked by evil.  

“Love each other with genuine affection” (v. 10a). 
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Let me illustrate. I have 5 brothers and 4 sisters. I was number 7 in our clan and I forgot what our 
family doctor said to my mother. I thought my mother had retired from having children. Boy was that 
wrong, as three more arrived and I was no longer the baby of the family. We’re all very different. 
We’ve different personalities, different habits and hobbies, different likes and dislikes.  

Yet one thing binds us together. We come from the same womb. That fact means that there’s a 
special place in my heart for my brothers and sisters so that even though I haven’t seen them for a 
long time, it’s as if I last saw them yesterday. There’s a bond between us that time and distance can’t 
break. 

The same truth applies in the spiritual realm. Everyone who belongs to Jesus belongs to me. 
And I owe all of them tender affection and brotherly love. Let’s be clear about this. We’re to love all 
true believers everywhere all the time. That’s hard because most of us have some inner qualifications.  

We don’t like this group or that denomination. Maybe we’re not comfortable with charismatic people 
or with those who use a liturgical Prayer Book. We may even distrust people who have a different 
worship style than we do. Maybe we have some preferences regarding skin colour or ethnic 
background.  

Put simply, all such thinking is simply wrong. God’s kingdom is not limited to graduates of one 
seminary or members of one denomination or to people who look, think and act just like us. God’s 
kingdom embraces all true believers no matter who they are or what church they happen to attend. 

“Take delight in honouring each other” (v. 10b). Boy, doesn’t that grab you? 

Translating this as “outdoing one another” is very accurate. We live in a day where the opposite seems 
to be case. We hear much about gender equality, preferential treatment and affirmative action. In the 
Christian context, it means that we take affirmative action to make sure that others receive 
preferential treatment before we do.  

This obviously goes so much against our human nature that it’s not possible without the work of God’s 
Holy Spirit in our hearts. The late President Ronald Reagan had this saying on his desk in the Oval 
Office: “There is no limit to how far you can go if you don’t care who gets the credit.” Paul would say 
“Amen!” 

“Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically” (v. 11). 

Serving God shouldn’t be something we fit in on church day if we have the time, or unless something 
better comes up. 

John Stott notes that religious “enthusiasm” is often derided as nothing but excessive emotionalism 
and a sign of fanaticism. Yet the man we call a fanatic becomes a fan when he goes to a football game 
and cheers himself hoarse.  

But Paul’s words have nothing to do with how loud we sing or how much we clap or whether or not we 
raise our hands when we worship.  



Page 3 of 6 
 

Those things are purely secondary. Paul is challenging us to put as much effort into our Christianity as 
we do into all our other work.  

The Amplified Bible catches the meaning very well: “Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavour; be 
aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord.” The phrase “be aglow and burning with the 
Spirit” refers to a boiling pot. Oh Lord, help us to serve You with such zeal and boiling intensity!  

The world will not be moved by half-hearted believers who “sort of” serve the Lord.  

The story is told of a Communist who said to a Christian acquaintance, “If I believed what you believe, 
I’d crawl over a field of broken glass to make sure everyone heard the news.”  

“Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying” (v. 12). 

Behind these three phrases lies the hope of our Lord’s return. While we wait for Jesus to return from 
heaven, we must be patient in hard times, constantly praying, and rejoicing in the hope of better days 
to come.  

“When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them” (v. 13a) 

On one level it means sharing in the hurts and heartaches of other believers. On another level, it 
means opening our cheque books and giving so that those less fortunate among us have their needs 
met.  

Here is a true measure of our Christian faith. What are we doing to meet the needs of those who have 
less than us? We can extend this to supporting God’s work around the world.  

“Always be eager to practice hospitality.” (v. 13b) 

Hospitality means “showing kindness to strangers.” This command shows up in various places in the 
New Testament because hospitality was a central mark of the early church. In the first century they 
didn’t have Holiday Inns, or Hilton Hotels. When Paul came to Corinth, he couldn’t check into the 
Airport Marriott because it hadn’t been built yet. 

The few inns they did have were ill-kept and dangerous. Many were little more than brothels and 
havens for brigands and robbers. As Christians travelled from place to place across the Empire, they 
didn’t have the option of staying in a motel.  

The only way the Christian message could spread would be for Christians to open their homes to 
others. The only way an evangelist from Antioch could make it in Ephesus would be for a family in 
Ephesus to open their home to him.  

The only way a teacher from Caesarea could visit Cyprus would be for someone from Cyprus to open 
his home and say, “My Brother, you are welcome to stay with me.”  

That same thing happens today when we show hospitality to others. We are only doing for others what 
God did for us. 
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“Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them” (v. 14). 

There will be those who go beyond this to hurt us deeply, leaving scars that last for a lifetime. 
Sometimes the attacks come from those closest to us, sometimes from within our own family, often 
from our circle of very close friends, and sometimes from people we thought were our best friends. 

There is no escaping this reality, and to deny it is like denying the sun comes up in the east and sets in 
the west. Sooner or later people we loved and trusted will let us down, and some of them will betray 
us. 

How do you bless someone when you would rather curse them? Here’s a simple way to do 
that. When faced with someone who has mistreated you, ask God to do for them what you want God 
to do for you. Seek the blessing for them that you want God to do for you.  

Think of it this way: The greater the hurt, the greater the potential blessing that will come when we 
bless those who curse us.   

To say that is not to excuse evil or to condone mistreatment. It’s to say exactly what Joseph 
meant when he said to his brothers who had dumped him in a pit and sold him as a slave. “You meant 
evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20).  

At times God brings challenging people into our lives to see if we really want to be like Jesus. They 
may be thorns in our side and frustrate us greatly. 

“Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep” (v. 15). 

Love gets involved. It doesn’t stand stoically on the sidelines while others go through a hard time. 
Many of us probably find it easier to weep with someone else than to rejoice with them. It’s a good 
thing when we can laugh with our friends, and then weep with them later. 

“Live in harmony with each another” (16a). 

Literally, “think the same things toward each other.” This does not imply total agreement. After all, if 
two people totally agree on everything, one of them is unnecessary! The word harmony implies a 
beautiful symphony, a collection of instruments playing on the same page at the same time.  

They don’t sound alike and they don’t play the same notes. So it is in the body of Christ. We don’t all 
look alike or act alike or sound alike. We certainly don’t always think alike. Church business meetings 
show us a variety of opinions, sometimes heatedly.  

Better yet, just listen to the different conversations at the back of the church after the morning service. 
The church–both local and worldwide–is enriched by a variety of different opinions. But there’s 
harmony amid the loudness of sounds when we understand that the things that unite us are greater 
than the things that divide us. 

“Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people” And don’t think you know it all! (v. 
16b) 
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We can say it more directly. Don’t be a snob!  H Campbell. The word translated “conceited” means 
“wise in your own thinking.” Don’t get a big head. Don’t think you’re too good to hang out with people 
who are not in your social class.  

Say what you will about Jesus, but he was no snob. He associated with the downtrodden and outcasts 
of society. And he reserved his harshest words for the Pharisees who robbed widows’ homes and 
claimed to be serving God. Jesus was a true “friend of sinners” who welcomed everyone who wanted 
to be with him. 

As we come to the end of the message, I can only comment that our churches would be happier if we 
took this passage to heart. It’s one thing to talk about love. It’s something else to put it into practice.  

When the late E. Stanley Jones preached on love, a frustrated church leader reported that he had 
saturated his congregation with love, but one man was causing trouble and threatening to split the 
church.  

What should he do since love didn’t seem to be working? “Increase the dosage,” retorted Jones.  

In light of this passage, that was a truly biblical response. Love doesn’t look the same way in every 
situation, and sometimes we must practice “tough love” that may be misunderstood by others. But 
“increasing the dosage” is still God’s prescription for dealing with unlovely people. 

You may wonder how to apply a message like this because it covers so much territory. 

Pray over Romans 12:9-16 a verse at a time, asking God to work these qualities into your life. 

Pick one or two areas where you need to grow. 

Pick one of the twelve and make it your goal to put it into practice this week. 

As you think and as you pray, ask the Lord to bring specific people to your mind. 

If we are to grow in this area, Christian love must reach out to the most unlikely people.  

That’s the real test of love.  

The test may come in dealing with the same old grumpy people you live with or work with or go to 
school with every single day. Grumpy people need our love, and who will do it if not you? 

The most powerful recommendation for any church is this–that the members love one another! The 
world pines for this … and sees where it is genuine. When the unchurched are asked what they’re 
looking for in a church, the answer is always the same. They’re looking for a caring loving church. Not 
just a friendly church or a relevant church or a church with plenty of programmes for the kids.  

And not just a church where the Bible is clearly taught. As good and essential as those things are, they 
don’t touch the deepest heart cry of this generation. They want to be loved truly and deeply.  
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How does God help us grow in this area? By putting us in situations that force us to practice Christian 
love. Over the years I’ve observed God do this again and again. He allows two people to have 
difficulties with each other, often to the point of anger and bitterness.  

He does it because the only way we learn to love is by dealing with unlovely people. I have seen it 
happen between husbands and wives, parents and children, between co-workers, neighbours, fellow 
students and relatives.  

I’ve seen it happen between church members who couldn’t stand each other. By God’s grace, people 
who start out disliking each other often end up as dearest friends. 

The church is to be a community of love. We owe it to the Lord, to each other, and to the watching 
world.  

So in summary; 

Let brotherly love abound more and more. 

Let Christian sympathy go out to those in need. 

Let’s take the banner of God’s concern around the world. 

Let’s pray for one another and especially for those with whom we disagree. 

Let our hearts overflow with brotherly love for all of God’s children everywhere. 

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, teach us to love each other as you loved us, Amen. 


