
FBC Devotion Tuesday May 24 2o22 Romans 15:5-7  The Little Word “One” 

“May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete harmony with 
each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. Then all of you can join together with one voice, 
giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In these verses, Paul uses a word that is the secret of a great church. It’s what makes a church a 
powerful church for the glory of the Lord. A church is not great because of its buildings. It’s not great 
because of the number of people that attend. It’s not great because of the amount of money it has in 
the bank.  

It isn’t great singing or great preaching that makes a great church. The secret of a great church is 
found in the little word “one”. What makes a great church is “complete harmony”. When we come to 
the place where we can love one another in spite of our differences, when we can accept one another 
in spite of our disagreements, when we can worship together in spite of our personal opinions, then 
we are on the way to becoming a great church!  

This kind of harmony is accomplished through the practice of tolerance as taught in these verses.  

The late Francis Schaeffer wrote these on this passage: “If we do not show beauty in the way we treat 
each other, then in the eyes of the world and in the eyes of our own children, we are destroying the 
truth we proclaim.” 

Even as we confess the truth of his words, we also confess that Christian love is easier to talk about 
than to put into practice. A little poem says it well: To live up above with the saints we love, that will 
be grace and glory. To live down below with the saints we know, ah, that’s another story! 

It’s one thing to talk about harmony in the church; it’s something else to put it into practice. Harmony 
means nothing unless we’re willing to accept other believers. The word translated “accept” in verse 7, 
has the idea of taking someone by the hand and walking together as companions.  

Here’s where the rubber meets the road. We’re to accept each other as Christ accepted us. How did he 
accept us? He accepted us “while we were yet sinners.” He took us when we were hopeless and gave us 
hope. He loved us in spite of our sin and welcomed us when we did not deserve to be welcomed.  

Here is the end of it all. When the church is united, God is glorified and the world is amazed.  

God is glorified as Christians from very different backgrounds learn to love each other in spite of their 
faults and differences. In a world filled with so much killing, so much pain, so many broken hearts 
and so many fractured lives, a truly united church is irresistibly attractive to many hurting people. But 
it’s easier to talk about this than to put it into practice. 

The phrase “joining together with one voice” is a picture of a vast multitude of believers from every 
nation on earth lifting their voices together in praise. It’s a vast, uncounted assembly of believers in 
Jesus. Though they speak different languages, they join together “with one voice” in  praise to God. 

We need each other if we’re going to truly praise and glorify God with “one voice.” Let’s love one 
another, receive one another and accept one another just like Jesus did us! 


