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FBC Service Sunday May 22 2022 Exodus 3:1-10 No Ordinary Day 

Most Christians I’ve ever met want their lives to be an influence in our world for Jesus. 

But we have our doubts. We wonder how the Lord could use anyone like us with all our faults. 

Do you think God can’t use you? 

Think again. Look at some of the people God used in the Bible: 

Moses didn’t speak well. 

Timothy felt inadequate. 

John Mark was rejected by Paul. 

Jacob was a cheat. 

David had an affair and had a man murdered to cover it up. 

Solomon wasn’t so smart after all. 

Abraham lied about his wife—twice! 

Isaac lied about his wife. 

David was too young. 

Peter denied Christ three times. 

Jonah ran from God. 

Sarah laughed at God. 

Gideon and Thomas both doubted. 

Peter walked on water—then he sank. 

Elijah struggled with depression. 

Some of the apostles doubted the resurrection. 

Martha complained about her sister. 

Noah got drunk. 

The list goes on and on. These Bible characters were far from perfect yet God used them. Why? All the 
perfect people are in heaven. The talent pool has always been thin when it comes to moral perfection. 
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In heaven, we will all be vastly improved. But until then, the Lord chooses imperfect people so he can 
display His power through human weakness. 

You think God can’t use you? Think again. All God asks is that we make ourselves available to Him. 

That brings us to Exodus 3, the story of Moses and the burning bush. It takes place on the backside of 
the desert, not far from Mount Sinai. 

Here’s what we need to know by way of background: 

Moses is now 80 years old. We can divide his life into two segments of forty years each: 

40 years in Egypt, 40 years in the desert. 

40 years of fame, 40 years of obscurity. 

40 years of luxury, 40 years of austerity. 

Let me say it another way. Moses is now 80 years old. He’s well past retirement age and well past his 
prime, at least when compared to most men. No pickle ball for Moses! 

He’s reached the age when men cash in their RRSP’s and buy an RV. 

By this time in life, most men focus on their grandkids, and learn how to play pickle ball. 

Now and then we hear about a man who starts a new career in his 80th year—but it’s rare. When you 
reach 80, you’re coming down the homestretch, rounding the final turn, collecting your Old Age 
pension, and, yes, you’re learning to play pickle ball.  

A lot of men never make it to 80. Something happens—a terminal illness, Covid, a fall, or perhaps you 
lie down for a nap, and you never wake up. It happens. 

Isaac Watts reminded us of this truth in the words of his famous hymn: 

Time like an ever-rolling stream bears all its sons away, 

They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 

Yet here we have Moses at the age of 80, about to get his marching orders from God. Not only that. 
He’s going to live another 40 years. Almost everything we remember him for happens during those 40 
years. When most men are slowing down, Moses is moving into overdrive. 

What happened at the burning bush 3500 years ago changed world history. Let’s see how it happened. 
It all starts with … One Seemingly Ordinary Day. 

“One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the 
flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai the mountain of God.” (Ex. 3:1) 
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Everything in this story hangs on one fact. Moses meets God during an ordinary day. It’s not as if he 
got up one morning and said, “My whole life is about to change today.” At the age of 80, he had every 
reason to think nothing would ever change. It was just one more day with the sheep in the wilderness. 

So here’s Moses doing his job in a remote place, doing what he’s done each day for the last forty years. 
He doesn’t have an inkling God is about to speak to him. While Moses takes care of the family 
business, God is about to change the trajectory of his life. 

That leads to a crucial insight. 99% of life is ordinary. It’s the same old stuff day after day. You get up 
in the morning, take a shower, put your clothes on, eat breakfast, get the kids ready for school, go to 
work, come home, check e-mail, watch TV, eat supper, play with the kids, flop into bed, and then get 
up the next morning and do it all over again. That’s the way life is. It’s the same thing day after day. 

You don’t need to worry about God’s will for tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, much less next 
week, next month, or next year. Just get up each day and do the will of God for that day, and in the 
doing of God’s will today, you will discover God’s will for tomorrow. 

So many of us live for those mountain-top experiences when the clouds part and God seems so close 
to us. Many people wish those spectacular moments would happen every day.  

And God says, “I have already shown you my will. Now, get up and do it!” 

What is God’s will for a student? Do your homework. 

What is God’s will for a doctor? Get up and do your rounds early in the morning. 

What is God’s will for a pharmacist? Fill those prescriptions and do it right. 

What is God’s will for a banker? Take care of my money, and don’t lose it! 

What is God’s will for an accountant? Take care of those books and do it right. 

What is God’s will for a teacher? Make your lesson plans and come to class ready to teach. 

What is God’s will for a farmer? Till and plant and harvest with a standard of excellence.  

What is God’s will for Moses? Take care of those sheep. Find them some water. Keep the wolves away. 

People ask, “Can God speak to me today?” I tell them not to worry about it. God has your number on 
speed dial. He can ring your phone any time of the day or night.  

So here’s Moses in the desert. It’s been forty long years of hot days and cold nights.  

Forty years of dust, dirt, wind and sand. Forty years with the sheep in the wilderness. Forty years 
looking for the next oasis. 

This story begins on a completely ordinary day. But little did Moses know there was an Extraordinary 
Bush in his future. 
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“There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses 
stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up.  “This is amazing,” 
Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it?” (Ex. 3:2-3) 

A bush in the desert is not extraordinary. Nor is it unusual that a bush is burning in the desert. After 
all, it’s hot and dry, and the temperature can easily soar to a scorching 48 degrees Celsius.  

What is extraordinary that this bush burned but was not burnt up. That’s what caught Moses’ 
attention. It’s not just strange; it’s downright incredible. If we saw the same thing, we’d be over like a 
shot for a closer look. 

God can make any bush burn any time He likes. And He can make the bush burn without being 
consumed. In fact, any bush will do! By this strange sign, God was saying to Moses, “What I did with 
this bush, I can do with you.” 

What started out as an ordinary day had now turned into something extraordinary, and then this day 
moved into a Personal Call. 

“When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the 
bush, “Moses! Moses!” “Here I am!” Moses replied. “Don’t come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take 
off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground” (Ex. 3:4-5). 

Always pay attention when a name is repeated twice in the Bible: 

“Mary, Mary.” 

“Jacob, Jacob.” 

“Moses, Moses.” 

It means something important and very personal is about to be revealed. When God calls his name, 
Moses responds by saying, “Here I am.” I’m ready to serve. What do you want me to do? 

It’s what a servant says to his master. It’s what a little boy says to his father. It’s what believers say to 
the Lord God. “Here I am!” 

Abraham said it in Genesis 22:1. 

Jacob said it in Genesis 31:11 

Moses said it in Exodus 3:4. 

Isaiah said it in Isaiah 6:8. 

Let’s give Moses credit for responding positively. He doesn’t try to hide, and he doesn’t try to evade 
the question. That’s crucial because when God calls, we can always find an excuse: 

“Not me, Lord.” “Ask someone else.” “I’m busy.” “I’m happy right where I am.” 
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When God calls, we need to pay attention. That’s why He told Moses to take off his shoes. “This is holy 
ground Moses.” It doesn't take much imagination to think that no one ever got out of their shoes 
faster than Moses did at this time. Don’t take it for granted. Show some respect. 

Remember that Moses is in the wilderness, a long way from civilization. Yet God met him there. 

In the tough stuff of life, we rarely get a choice in advance, which is good because if we did, we would 
be tempted to run in the other direction. 

But it’s in moments like this that we discover what we’re made of and what we believe. When Moses 
said, “Here I am,” think about what he didn’t know. We rarely get a choice in advance 

He had no idea what was to come. 

No idea about facing Pharaoh. 

No idea about the 10 plagues. 

No idea about crossing the Red Sea. 

No idea about the Ten Commandments. 

No idea about 40 years in the desert. 

He didn’t know because he didn’t need to know. 

We have a hard time with that notion because we all want to know the future. Before we say yes to 
God, we want to be sure it will work right for us. We want a guarantee of success before we move to 
Vancouver, or Toronto or Petrolia. 

So let me pose a scenario and then ask a question. Imagine that God offered you a chance to see into 
your future. Suppose He said, “It’s all there in a manila folder on the table. It tells you all about your 
next 10 years. Go ahead and open it. There’s only one catch. 

It’s all there—the good, the bad, the happy, the sad, the hard times, the tragedies, and the victories—
but you can never change any of it.” Would you open it? 

If you put an envelope like that in front of me, I would run the other way fast! Life is hard enough 
living it one day at a time. It’s far better to take things as they come. At some point we have to believe 
God is at work behind the scenes. 

That’s the point I’m trying to make here. Moses didn’t know about the challenges ahead of him 
because he didn’t need to know. The same is true for us. 

All God asks is that when He calls, we answer: “Here I am.” Let him fill in the details. 

There’s one final thing in this passage. After getting Moses’ attention, Divine Revelation. 
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“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When 
Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God” (Ex. 3:6). 

In this passage, God isn’t telling Moses anything about Moses. Instead, God is saying, “Let me tell you 
who I am.” He’s the Personal God—”I Am.” 

Remember, all the perfect people are in heaven. The rest of us are broken clay pots, some more 
broken than others. 

But that’s how God works. He takes broken, messed-up people, and He uses them. What a God! 

That’s a promise from Almighty God. He will come down from heaven and deliver His people from 
their slavery in Egypt. At this point Moses has no idea how it will unfold. He doesn’t know yet because 
he doesn’t need to know right now. 

God repeats himself to make sure Moses gets the message: “Look! The cry of the people of Israel has 
reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them.” (Ex. 3:9). 

This answers the unspoken question: “Lord, don’t you know what’s happening down here?” Yes, he 
knows. “Don’t you care?” Yes, God sees and He cares. He sees what you are going through. 

God has been working during these forty years in the desert. He’s been perfecting His man, getting 
him ready for the greatest trial of his life. 

You might say, “Forty years is a long time.” Yes, it is. But God will not move until the time is right and 
His man is ready. 

That time has come at last. Finally, we get one command for Moses in verse 10: “now go.” That’s it. 
That’s the whole call right there. And here’s his job description:  

“I’m sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:10). 

So now, go. For the moment, that’s all he has to do. Just go, and in the going, God will reveal the next 
steps to him. Think of it this way. Moses only has one job: Go! Moses is never told to deliver the 
people. That’s God’s job. Moses can’t do that. Just go. 

Moses was 80 when God called him. Let’s learn from this the value of patience. God’s will is like a 
sunrise, not a sunburst. It doesn’t suddenly appear before us like the sun shining at noonday. The will 
of God rises slowly before our eyes, starting with a few rays of light that pierce the darkness.  

God specializes in calling imperfect people. He delights to take nobodies and turn them into 
somebodies who do great things for him. At age 80, Moses probably thought his days of greatness 
were behind him.  

But the burning bush was God’s way of saying, “You thought you were burned out, but I’ve got big 
plans for you.” Lord, Here I am. Send me! 


