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FBC Service Sunday May 15 2022: Acts. 17:16-25 Foundational Truths 

Some years ago, Dr. James Dobson delivered the closing message to the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  He announced that all the various Focus on the Family publications 
would begin adding a new section called “Fundamentals of the Faith” in order to combat the appalling 
biblical illiteracy of this generation.  

He quoted a survey in which 10% of those polled said that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife. We might add 
that other surveys report that most Americans don’t know more than two or three of the Ten 
Commandments, can’t name the four gospels, have no idea what the Beatitudes are, and can’t identify 
more than one or two of the 12 apostles.  

In the words of one writer, there is an “intellectual black hole” in our culture caused by a generation 
that has been completely cut off from even the most basic rudiments of biblical faith. 

Arguably, the Bible knowledge of most Canadians is also astoundingly limited. Faith must come on 
our terms or we reject it. Some writers use the terms “Post-modern” and “Post-Christian” to describe 
the current spiritual climate in Canada.  

Some prefer the term “Post-Biblical” because it describes a situation in which a society that once 
embraced biblical principles has almost wholly departed from its heritage. 

Fifty years ago most people in Canada could be approached with the certainty that they knew some of 
the foundational truths of the Bible. That simply is no longer the case. We are now dealing with 
people who don’t know that they don’t know God. 

All of that brings us to Paul’s sermon in Acts 17 to the intellectual leaders of ancient Athens. As He 
stood on Mars Hill, He faced a predicament remarkably similar to the one we face today. His hearers 
were highly educated, extremely religious, and biblically illiterate.  

Where do you start in dealing with people like that? Paul begins by introducing his hearers to the 
concept of the true and living God. He doesn’t assume they know who God is. To the contrary, He 
assumes they know nothing about the true God. 

Sometimes we mistakenly assume that non-Christians know what we mean when we use words like 
God, Son of God, sin, salvation, justification, and eternal life. All too often they either don’t have a 
clue or their ideas are entirely wrong. We need to begin where people are, or force them to begin 
where we are. 

Let’s take a look at how Paul introduces the men of Athens to the God of the Bible: 

“He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since He is Lord of heaven and earth, He 
doesn’t live in man-made temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs—for He has no needs. He 
himself gives life and breath to everything, and He satisfies every need”. (Acts 17:24-25) 

In just two verses we have a remarkably detailed concise explanation of who God is. Paul describes 
him in five different ways. 
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First, He is …The Creator of All Things 

“The God who made the world and everything in it.” This is Genesis 1:1 all over again. You might say 
that Acts 17:24 is the New Testament equivalent of the first verse of the Bible. Paul begins by 
declaring that there is One God and only One who created all things.  

This statement demands a Personal God (it was God who created—not some impersonal force) 
and a Purposeful God (the universe originated not by chance but by divine design).  

The Bible tells us that God is the origin of all that was, all that is, and all that ever could be. Nothing 
comes into being apart from Him. 

Paul starts here because this is fundamental to everything else in the Bible. If you can believe in God 
the Creator, you can believe everything the Bible says. Doubt this, and you’ll end up doubting 
everything else. To those who question the existence of God, I simply say, “Look around you. How did 
all this get here?”  

The world as we know it did not come into being by accident or chance or fate. Creation demands a 
Creator. “The heavens tell of the glory of God. The skies display his marvelous craftsmanship” 
(Psalm 19:1 NLT). Light from God streams in on every side. You have to willfully shut your eyes in 
order to miss the evidence for God’s existence.  

This is our God-given starting point for evangelism—that God personally and purposefully created all 
things.  

 “The Lord of heaven and earth.” Paul next draws the logical conclusion that if God is the Creator, He 
must also be the Lord of the Universe. Because He is the Creator, He owns what He has made, and 
therefore is the absolute Master of all things. This means that A,) He has an absolute claim on your 
life because He created you, and B,)  

He has the right to do what He wants, when He wants, and He doesn’t have to consult you in advance. 
Lordship means that God is perfectly free to do whatever He deems best in every situation without 
consulting or informing any of His creatures in advance. 

“Does not live in man-made temples.” I’m sure we don’t feel the force of these words like the men of 
Athens did. After all, they lived in a city with 30,000 altars to 30,000 gods—deities of every variety 
springing up on every corner. Athens was the “god capital” of the ancient world.  

In one brief statement Paul declares that idolatry isn’t just wrong, it’s a foolish waste of time. Why try 
to contain God in any manmade structure? It can’t be done. 

Contrast this with the words of Solomon at the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem: “But will God 
really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less 
this temple I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27).  

No statue, image, painting or icon can convey the essence of who God is. For that matter, no church 
building can contain God’s presence.  
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If we think that God somehow dwells in our sanctuaries in a sense different from His presence 
anywhere else in the world, then we have made the same mistake as the idol-worshippers of ancient 
Athens. He is the “God without limits,” and therefore cannot and will not be contained by any physical 
structure. 

“Human hands can’t serve His needs.” This is a remarkable statement. Here are two words that 
describe God: Self-sufficient and Independent. What He is, we are not. We are insufficient in 
ourselves and completely dependent on God for everything we need. 

If God doesn’t “need” us, where does our worship, prayer and praise fit into the picture? The answer is 
that God is honoured by our worship and service, but He doesn’t “need” it, in order to fill up any lack 
in His own divine Person.  

He welcomes our prayers, invites our praise, and commands us to worship, yet in the end He can 
survive without it.  

After all, He was just as much God before creating the universe as He is now. He didn’t create us in 
order to fill something lacking in himself. We pray because we need to pray, not because God needs 
our prayers. 

When Paul says that God is not “served by human hands,” this is both bad news and good news. It’s 
bad news for the self-sufficient, self-made people of this world who believe in self-reliance as the 
answer to all things.  

It’s possible to spend your entire life doing good, going to church, and trying your best only to 
discover that those things don’t matter at all to God. It’s like spending months studying for a final 
exam in geometry only to discover the test is about geology.  

You can’t impress God. Don’t even bother trying. He made the Milky Way Galaxy by waving his pinkie 
finger. Millions of stars and He doesn’t even work up a sweat. And you think God is impressed with 
your new car? And what about those degrees after your name? Big Deal. His degree is C.U.—Creator 
of the Universe. Can you top that? 

Paul’s final description of God touches the core of human existence: “He himself gives life and breath 
to everything.” There are three categories here that would appear to be entirely exhaustive of the 
human experience. 

A. Life—the fact that we are alive and not dead. 

B. Breath—that fact that we continue to be alive moment-by-moment. 

C. Everything else—anything else we could ever need. 

Take a deep breath. Now exhale slowly. Where did that breath come from? God. How do I know? If 
God hadn’t given you that breath, someone would be calling the paramedics right now. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

Do you remember the first line of the doxology? “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” How 
fitting that we should acknowledge God as the source of every blessing.  

Psalm 104:27-28 reminds us that “these all look to you to give them their food at the proper time. 
When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good 
things.”  

God gives to all creatures and to all people everywhere. Jesus teaches the same thing in Matthew 5:45 
when He says that God “causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and unrighteous.” 

Let no one boast of what you have, for what you have was given by God. Are you the architect of your 
own fortune? Perhaps, but God gave you the materials with which to work, and the mind to conceive 
the plan, and the energy to carry it out. All that you accomplish comes ultimately from Him. 

If it’s good, it comes from God. 

So in summary: We desperately need to recover the fundamentals of the faith.  

Who is our God? Our text answers this all-important question. He is the … 

Creator of all things 

Lord of the Universe 

God Without Limits 

King Without Needs 

Source of All Life 

If this is our God, should we not worship Him? 

If this is our God, should we not adore Him? 

If this is our God, should we not obey Him? 

If this is our God, should we not proclaim Him? 

Here’s the shocking good news: God doesn’t need us but we greatly need Him. He moved to meet our 
need by sending His Son as the all-sufficient payment for our sins. Jesus said, “The Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) This is 
the heart of the gospel.  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, save us from the folly of trying to impress you with our meager efforts. 
Grant the gift of faith that we may truly believe that because of Jesus we are fully accepted and 
righteous in your eyes. Amen. 


