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FBC Devotion Thursday May 12 2022 God’s Greatest Promise - John 3:16 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 is generally regarded as the greatest verse in the Bible. No other verse is so full of the gospel 
in the shortest possible space. This is the Christian Gospel in a nutshell; the Gospel in miniature. This 
is the most beloved of all Bible verses. 

John 3:16 is the one Bible verse which tells us most succinctly of God’s intention to save us and how 
God accomplished what God set out to do—God saved us through the life and death of Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son.  

This verse also tells us clearly what should be our human response to the Gospel—we receive in faith 
what God so graciously and freely offers us and in receiving it, we have eternal life.  

1. The Characteristics of God’s Love 

1. It is divine love. It is God who loved the world. The only love that we know anything about, apart 
from the revelation contained in this verse, is human love; but God is the great Lover who is 
mentioned here, and this love is the greatest love in the world. 

2. It is unspeakable love. “so loved the world.” The little word “so” shows us the intensity of God’s 
love, but how intense it is, no-one can say. Nowhere does the Bible attempt to define God’s love, it 
only illustrates it, and John 3:16 is the great illustration. 

3. It is eternal love. We read that “God so loved the world…” When did His love begin? The fact is that 
God loved us and because of this He sent the Lord Jesus to die for us. His love is an everlasting love.  

4. It is a universal love. “God so loved the world”, not just some part of it but all of it. Think of the 
billions of people in the world - people of all kinds and colours, good and bad, and yet God loves them 
all.  

He does not love us only when we’re good and hate us when we’re bad, He loves us all the time. 

5. It is unmerited love. When we remind ourselves that God loves “the world” we realize how 
unmerited His love is, for there is nothing lovely in any of us for Him to love. The word “world” refers 
to those who are separated from God by their sin.  

God loves each one of us just the way we are. Jesus died for every human being. No matter whom we 
are or what we’ve done, no matter what other people think of us, we are loved by God.  

Who is the recipient of the gift of God's love? It is for the "whoever; or anybody who confesses and 
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ for it says, "Whoever believeth in Him should not perish, but shall 
have everlasting life." 

Whosoever believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved! 


