
FBC Devotion Tuesday May 10 2022 Luke 6:43-45 You Are What You Say 

“A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 44 A tree is identified 
by its fruit. 45 What you say flows from what is in your heart.” 

Any good speaker knows the power of Word Pictures. Word pictures allow us to illustrate a truth by 
drawing an analogy with something else.  

For example you might say your new car has a ride that is as smooth as silk. Or perhaps in a time of 
crisis you might say you feel like you have been hit by a Mack Truck. Those pictures convey truth in an 
effective way. 

As the greatest of teachers Jesus used word pictures better than anyone. Here in Luke 6, Jesus piles a 
number of word pictures on top of each other to drive home His point. Jesus had been teaching that 
those who truly follow Him will live lives that travel a different path than the rest of the world 

Jesus says what you find on the outside is a good indication of what a person is on the inside. In other 
words, you can’t hide who you really are. No matter what image you try to project to others, who you 
really are will come out in the things you say and do. 

Jesus is telling us that if we watch someone’s life, we can learn about their heart. We should be 
suspicious about the spiritual state of a person who cannot stop using profanity, who is always critical, 
who loves to gossip, is dishonest in business, or who does not fulfill their promises.  

Jesus says “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks”. We see what a person really is by the 
things they say and do. Don’t get me wrong. We all have bad days. No one has it together all the time. 

Your words reveal your heart. The things you say, and how you say them expose and unveil the 
condition and attitudes of your heart. 

If you observe a person long enough you will see certain patterns and tendencies develop. In Galatians 
5 we are told that the fruit of the spirit is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.”  

When we begin to see these traits in a person’s life you learn something about their heart. If you want 
to know about a person’s character here are some good questions to ask: 

How do they respond in a crisis? 

Do they keep their promises and fulfill their responsibilities? 

How do they treat their spouse and children? 

How do they respond when people disagree with them? 

Do others speak about the person in positive or negative terms? 

These questions give us a window into the soul of a person. Now . . . here’s the test. Turn these 
questions around and ask them of yourself. They will give you a glimpse into your own character. 


