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FBC Mother’s Day Service May 8 2022 A Mother's Influence 2 Timothy 1:1-5, 3:12-17 

Intro: A mother was reading a great big card that looked like a third grader had printed it. On it was a 
little boy with a dirty face and torn pants pulling a wagonload of toys. On the front it read: "Mom, I 
remember the little prayer you used to say for me every day . . . " and inside, "God help you if you do 
that again!" 

A survey from the Barna Research Group in the US, discovered that more likely than not, it’s mothers 
who are fortifying the family with faith, and not the fathers.  

Listen to the introduction from that report. ''Mothers inhabit many roles inside and outside the family. 
Within the household, they are often counted on to be the emotional compass, organizer, and 
multitasking manager of the family.  

Add to that list another common function: spiritual energizer . . . women who are raising children are 
among the most faith-minded and spiritually active segments of the American population.  

The study shows that more than three-quarters of moms identify ''family'' to be their highest priority. 
At the same time, a majority of mothers strongly agree that their faith is very important in their life. In 
contrast, fathers also tend to list family as their top priority in life, yet they are much less likely to 
equally attribute importance to faith. 

It went on to say, ''Whether they are a parent or not, women in America have high levels of spiritual 
sensitivity and engagement. Men generally lag behind the spirituality of women - and particularly so if 
they are not a father. I suspect this is also true here in Canada. 

Now, just in case you didn't realize it; that is a powerful statement. It's not only an indictment upon the 
faith of modern men, it shows the great influence that women in general and mothers in particular 
have in establishing and encouraging faith in the next generation. 

Billy Graham said, ''Only God Himself can fully appreciate the influence that a Christian mother has on 
her children.'' I guess that's why there's an old Spanish proverb that says, ''An ounce of mother is worth 
a pound of clergy.'' 

I wonder what the history of the church would have looked like if it hadn't been for many outstanding, 
spiritual mums.  

Here in 2nd Timothy chapter 1, we have one of the most amazing statements in all of the bible about 
the incredible influence of mothers.  

If you as a mother have ever doubted for one minute the worth and the power and the influence that 
you possess, just listen to what Paul says. 

“This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been sent 
out to tell others about the life he has promised through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 I am writing to 
Timothy, my dear son. May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and 
peace.  
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3 Timothy, I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just as my ancestors did. 
Night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 I long to see you again, for I remember 
your tears as we parted. And I will be filled with joy when we are together again. 

5 I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois and 
your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you.'' 

Here in 2nd Timothy chapter 1, Paul is writing to his young ''preacher boy,'' his ''son in the faith'' as he 
called him in 1st Timothy chapter 1, and he's going to pick up where he left off in that first letter where 
he was giving practical pastoral instruction.  

The relationship that Paul had with Timothy was almost like a father/son kind of relationship. Paul 
had evidently led Timothy to the Lord when he was just a young man and immediately he saw that 
there was something special about him.  

Paul says in Philippians 2:20 that he doesn't know of anyone else that's quite like young Timothy. 
There's something special, something significant about him. What would make Paul say that? What 
would justify Paul saying to the church at Philippi, ''There's no one that I could send to you that is 
quite like Timothy''?  

Maybe it's the quality that he mentions here in verse 5, because in verse 5 Paul draws special attention 
to Timothy's ''genuine faith.'' That word means ''without hypocrisy'' or ''sincere.'' In other words, there 
was a real faith that was on display and that was being developed in Timothy.  

Folks this kind of faith doesn't ''just happen.'' It’s the result of a continuous, conscientious, consistent 
nourishment and nurturing. It raises the question: where did Timothy latch on to that kind of faith?  

Verse 5 tells us. “That filled.” (That word literal means, ''to make at home.'' There's a visual for you 
ladies this morning. You are to have a faith that lives where you live.) “First in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice, and I know that same faith continues strong in you also.'' 

Here we have the faith of three generations. Here we have the great chain of faith on display in one 
family. You've got the grandmother - Lois, you've got the mother - Eunice, and then there's Timothy.  

No wonder Billy Graham said, ''Every mother owes it to her children to accept Christ as her personal 
Saviour, that she may be the influence for good in the lives of those whom Christ has graciously given 
her.'' 

This morning I want us to look at the faith of these two tremendous women and see what you can learn 
about fortifying your family with saving faith.  

He said, I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice.'' In other words, these ladies had experienced a real, genuine faith 
themselves and as a result they could pass that kind of faith on to their son and grandson, Timothy.  

You can't pass on a faith that you don't have any more than you can teach something you don't know. 
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What kind of faith did these ladies have? Well, first of all it was. . .  

A scriptural faith. Both of these women were grounded in Scriptural truth. They didn't have to stumble 
and fumble around in those pages. They had gotten into the word and they had gotten the word into 
them.   

He said, ''from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.'' They could never have taught Timothy the Bible if 
they didn't know the Bible. Evidently their love and personal study had developed within them a 
God-centred faith.  

That's always the way it is, because the Bible says, ''Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word 
of God.'' That's why it's so important for you to get to know your Bible. 

That's why it's so important for you to pray and experience a powerful, personal faith in God, because 
the faith that you pass on to your children and grandchildren won't be any stronger than the faith that 
you possess. 

They taught Timothy, ''the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.'' Paul said, ''Praise God Timothy, you had a grandma who was saved and 
a mother who was saved, and they have passed this faith of the Lord Jesus Christ down to you.  

It was real in your mum's heart, it was real in your grandma's heart and praise God, I'm convinced that 
it's real in your heart as well.''  

Let me tell you something folks, there’s no greater joy than for a mother to lead her boys and girls to 
Jesus, or for a grandma to have a part in leading her grandchildren to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We’re not told how Lois came to Jesus. What we do know, grandma and mum took Timothy and 
taught him the Holy Scriptures in preparation for the day when a man named Paul would come and 
preach the gospel to him. They were links in the chain that brought Timothy to Jesus Christ.  

That's how most people come to Christ, by means of a chain? In other words there are different links, 
different experiences that take place in a person's life that God uses to bring that person to Him.  

Brief Own testimony here! 

It's a very rare thing that a person comes to Christ the first time that somebody knocks on their door or 
gives a gospel tract to them. Usually, people come to Christ as a result of links in a chain. God may use 
a preacher as one link in the chain. God may use a Sunday School Teacher as another link in the chain.  

God may use a Christian friend, God may use a Christian parent in that chain, but people primarily 
come to Christ by links in a chain. You see, some people sow, some people water, some people harvest, 
but it's God that gets the increase.  God wants you to be that link.    

So, here we have two mothers whose faith was grounded in the Word and founded on Jesus.  
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It’s not enough just to possess faith, you've got to pass it on. Listen to what Paul said in chapter 3, verse 
14. ''But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from 
whom you have learned them.'' There’s nobody who can teach the deep things of God on a daily basis 
like a godly mother. 

Oh, it's true that the father is supposed to be the spiritual leader of the home, both by example and 
instruction, but most likely children are going to spend more time with mum than they are with dad, so 
it just normally and naturally follows that it’s going to be the mother who makes the deepest spiritual 
impression on that little child, especially during those early years. 

Henry Ward Beecher, ''The mother's heart is the child's schoolroom.'' 

So how is a mother who wants to pass on a God-centred faith supposed to do that?   

If you read what Paul just wrote in chapter 3, you'll find is that Timothy was taught the Bible from the 
time that he was just a baby. That's something that we don't seem to have anymore. They had a 
deep-seated sense of responsibility to teach and train their children about the things of God.  

On every house and around many of their foreheads would be a little box and in that box was a little 
scroll and on that little scroll was Deuteronomy 6:4-9, ''Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD 
is one! ''You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength. These words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. ''You shall bind them as a sign 
on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. ''You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.'' 

You say, ''O, I'm not going to influence my children spiritually. I want them to come to their own 
conclusions in their own time.'' But why not, because you influence them in everything else? You 
influence them to take a bath, don't you?  

You influence them educationally, don't you? You insist that they go over there and learn their abc's 
and their 123's, and try to influence what kind of clothes that they wear. Of course there comes a time 
when you lose some of that influence, but you influence them in many other things. 

Oh how I wish parents would take very seriously their responsibility to teach their children the things 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and give them the capacity and the intellectual understanding to receive 
Jesus at an early age.  

Folks, outside these walls, there is a secular, godless, humanistic world that is trying to fill our 
children's minds with all of the unbelief they possibly can. You'd better put all the Word of God in 
them that you possibly can while you can and get them to Jesus at an early age.  

By example. Listen to 2nd Timothy 3:14 one more time. ''But you must continue in the things which 
you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them.'' Evidently 
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Timothy had seen something in the lives of his mother and grandmother that demonstrated the reality 
of the faith that they taught. He knew they had the real thing! 

When it comes to faith, it's more caught than taught. Those little ones are going to pay a lot more 
attention to what you do than to what you say, by living a life of faith that is demonstrated daily in and 
through our lives. 

Hear again our main verse for this morning. Verse 5, ''I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is 
in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is 
in you also.''  

Most Bible scholars believe that Paul actually stayed in Timothy's home during his second missionary 
journey. If that's the case, when he watched Lois and Eunice, he became so impressed with the 
powerful faith that was exhibited in their lives, that years later he remembers it and uses it as a way to 
encourage young Timothy.  

I can’t stress enough the powerful influence of a mother's faith. Have you ever stopped to 
think that the most important, priceless treasure that a person can possess is faith?   

I love what Dr. Stephen Olford said. He said, ''Times may change, and fashions may alter, but mothers 
are never out of date.''  

In the book Lost in Wonder, Love and Praise, there is the following affirmation:  

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, who was born of the promise to a virgin named 
Mary. 

I believe in the love Mary gave her Son, that caused her to follow him in his ministry and stand by his 
cross as he died. 

I believe in the love of all mothers, and its importance in the lives of the children they bear. 

It is stronger than steel, softer than down, and more resilient than a green sapling on the hillside. 

It closes wounds, melts disappointments, and enables the weakest child to stand tall and straight in 
the fields of adversity. 

I believe that this love, even at its best, is only a shadow of the love of God, a dark reflection of all that 
we can expect of him, both in this life and the next. 

And I believe that one of the most beautiful sights in the world is a mother who lets this greater love 
flow through her to her child, blessing the world with the tenderness of her touch and the tears of her 
joy.  

Have a great Mother’s Day! 


