
FBC Devotion Thursday May 5 2022 Making Excuses - Exodus 3:11-4:18 

Most of us are pretty good at making excuses. Sometimes we make excuses to avoid responsibility for 
our actions. We make excuses for things we did wrong, times we failed, things we don't want to do, 
situations we don't want to be in.   

Making excuses isn't a good practice and it’s especially dangerous when we start making excuses in 
our spiritual lives. We make excuses when we don't want to obey or forgive. We make excuses when 
we don't want to believe what God tells us. 

Our text shows us Moses as he makes excuses before the Lord. Moses doesn't want the job to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt so he gives God his list of excuses.  

The first excuse that Moses gives is one that we should recognize. Moses suggests that God has the 
wrong guy for the job.  He feels he's not qualified.  Listen to what he says, "Who am I, that I should go 
to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

Moses felt overwhelmed with the responsibility. He didn't feel that he was up to the challenge. Maybe 
Moses felt this way because of his past failure in jumping the gun and killing an Egyptian, because of 
his advanced age and because of the magnitude of the task 

It’s not unusual for people to feel this way when they are asked to do great things. God doesn't tell 
Moses that he’s wonderfully gifted. He doesn't tell him that he has more talent than he realizes. He 
tells him that what Moses lacks, God will supply. 

I can't imagine that any of the great servants of God ever felt qualified for what God called them to do. 
Paul told us in Philippians that he had learned that "he could do all things through Christ who gives 
him strength." The key was not Paul's ability, but God's.   

It doesn't matter what you’re facing.  It doesn't matter what God has called you to do or to endure . . . 
you can do it if you trust His strength! 

Whatever the challenge, God will be with you. You may not be strong enough by yourself but you’re 
not by yourself.  He is with you. 

But Moses doesn't want to do what God has called him to do. (Sound familiar?) Listen to this next 
excuse.  It has a familiar ring to it. Moses is concerned that he will be asked a theological question that 
he doesn't have an answer for. Because Moses doesn't have an answer he doesn't want to go. 

Moses isn't finished with his excuses. God has just finished telling Moses that the Israelites will listen 
to Him. After God says all this, Moses says, "I don't think it is going to work."  

Moses was trusting his imagination rather than God's promise. He was seeing obstacles while God 
pointed to opportunities. That's the way it is most of the time, you know. We see the mine field ahead 
of us when we should be watching the one who knows His way through the minefield. 

It's Not My Gift. Oh Boy. Have we heard this one! Moses seems to be saying, "I don't want the job" 
Send someone else to do it!" and God says, "Tough! If you're scared I'll give Aaron to work with you." 
Now out of excuses, Moses will come to trust the One who shines brightest in impossible situations. 


