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FBC Service April 24 2022 Matthew 25:14-30 The Best Investment You Can Make 

Jesus often packaged spiritual truths and lessons of faith into short, stories known as parables The 
one before us is called the Parable of the Talents.  

What Does the Parable of the Talents Mean? The master of this parable is clearly meant to represent 
Jesus. The servants are Christ-followers. Similar to the parable, Jesus has also given responsibility to 
his followers, and similar to the parable, he, the master, has promised to one day return. 

This parable tells what to do while we wait for Jesus to return. While we’re waiting, we’re to work for 
the Lord. We’re not to go off to the mountains, sit in a tent, drink coffee, and play Trivial Pursuit all 
day long.  

Christ is coming! Don’t check out of life and pull over and park. If you really believe in the Second 
Coming, there’s work to be done before he returns. 

The context is that of making the most of the time while we wait for the Lord to return, it’s about 
being good stewards of all that He has entrusted to us. 

The parable is about a man who was going on an extended business trip. He gave large sums of money 
to three of his servants. The text says the first one received five talents, the second 2 talents, and 
the third received one talent.  

What are the “talents” in this story? When we hear the word “talents” in English, we tend to think of 
natural abilities, like playing the piano or being good at sports, or knowing how to fix broken stuff. In 
the first century a “talent” was a large amount of money.  

Originally it stood for a particular weight; later it came to represent that weight in gold or silver coins. 
Most scholars say that a talent of silver would represent approximately 16½ years of salary for a 
soldier or a labourer. Any way you figure it that would be a huge amount of money today.  

To give a man five talents would be like giving him 80 years of salary to invest. Two talents would 
equal 33 years of salary, and even one talent would be 16½ years of salary. The master in this story 
must have been incredibly wealthy.  

The three men certainly had plenty of money to invest. Each man is given a different amount 
“according to his ability.” Who made that determination? The master! Why did he do it that way? 
I can only think of one answer. Because he wanted to. No other reason is needed.  

So, this man gives a huge part of his fortune to these three men. It was understood that the money 
was to be used to make more money.  

Think of it like an owner of a large company having to go away for a couple of years. He gives the 
company cheque book and the company savings over to his Chief Financial Officer. It’s understood 
that this man is to manage the company and continue to make a profit while the owner is gone. 
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When the man returned from his trip he called in the three men to whom he entrusted his riches. The 
first man put that money to work and earned 5 more talents. He doubled what he was given. The 
second man did likewise. The third man buried the money and simply returned the money unused. 

The first two men were commended and rewarded. The third man made excuses. He said he was 
afraid and didn’t want to risk losing money. He was not commended but sharply rebuked. 

I hope you see this account is not about money. It’s about how we use what God has entrusted to us 
while we wait for the Lord to return.  

God gives many gifts; gifts which will allow us to serve Him. 

For Christians, this can apply to their time, their money, their body, and even their abilities. A 
believer who sees these things as a borrowed investment belonging to God and needing to be 
returned, will be motivated to treat them with care and intention. 

These gifts are not all the same. We’re told the man divided up their gifts according to their abilities. 
In other words, God entrusts us with gifts that are appropriate for us; for how He made us. 

What is needed is for each member of a team to do what they are good at. 

It may be our finances (the ability to help others and make things happen) 

It may be a particular talent such as music, technology, or artistic ability. 

It may be an ability to organize (you are a detail admin person) 

It may be a great vision (you see possibilities others never thought of) 

It may be a caring heart (you are tuned in to those around you) 

It may be the ability to give wise counsel to those who need guidance 

It may be the ability to mediate between warring parties 

It may be the ability to build or fix things 

It may be a rapport with children (you may have gifts in youth work) 

Paul used the analogy of a human body. Each part of the body has its role. Not every part is an eye, 
nor is every part and ear. If the intestines don’t work the rest of the body is at risk. If the pancreas 
stops working your body is at risk.  

The man who entrusted his servants with huge sums of money did not expect the same return from 
each person, but the Master was looking for a return. 

Two facts stand out clearly in this parable. All three servants were judged by how well they managed 
their master’s resources. They knew that it was still his money. 
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When the master gave the talents to the servants, they never thought it was theirs. They understood 
that the master was loaning them the money with the understanding that some day he would call for 
an accounting of how they had spent it.  

From this we learn a crucial truth. All that we have belongs to God. In the literal sense, we own 
nothing. Not a thing. All the things we think are ours are really God’s. He made them, he gave them 
to us, and one day he will take them from us again. Every breath, every heartbeat, every life, is a gift 
from God. One day we will have to answer for what we did with the life God gave us. 

The third man thought he knew his master but he didn’t. In verse 24 he plainly says, “I know you,” but 
he was wrong. He thought his master was a hard, cruel, unfair man who made a profit off the backs of 
others. But if he really believed what he said, he would have at least invested the money and gotten a 
small return. He didn’t even believe his own excuse. 

How easy it is to deceive ourselves. If I watch you long enough, I can tell what you believe by what you 
do, not by what you say. You can say anything you like, but what you do tells the whole story.  

And you can watch me and sooner or later, you’ll know what I believe by what I do, regardless of what 
I say. The third man thought he knew his master but he didn’t. And that’s why he ended up losing 
everything. 

If you’re the master and you’re a multibillionaire, and you want to give your money away, you can do 
it anyway you like and you don’t owe anyone an explanation. He could have given seven talents to the 
first man, four to the second, and two to the third. Or he could have reversed it if he had wanted to.  

The man who owns the money is sovereign over that money. He can do with it as he wills. 

Learn from this a crucial truth: He can give us more or less than others. And he does! You have 
more than some and less than others. You have more money and talent and opportunity, more 
strength, better health, and better connections than others. And you have less of all that than others. 

In the great pecking order of life, there are always people above us, people on our level, and people 
beneath us.  

The comparison game is useless and nonproductive. Who knows why Jane got more and Alice got 
less? Who knows why one person has cancer and another doesn’t? Who knows why one woman is 
born in El Salvador and another in Canada? Only God knows those things and he’s not telling. 

Every moment spent worrying about that is a wasted moment. We’re not all equal in terms of talents, 
gifts and opportunity. But we all have the same chance to do something with what we’ve been given. 
The question is not, “What have I been given?” but rather, “What will I do with what I’ve been given?” 

Think of it this way: Your life is God’s gift to you. What you do with it is your gift to God. It’s not what 
you have, it’s what you do with what you have that makes the difference. God gives us what we can 
handle when we can handle it.  
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Let’s take a moment and focus on the two men who multiplied their talents. One man started with five 
and ended with ten; the other started with two and ended with four.  

Which man had the greater increase? Answer: They were equal. 

Both men achieved a 100% increase on what they’d been given. While ten is certainly greater than 
four, five is also greater than two. The man with five talents ended up with more but he did not do 
better than the man with two talents. Both doubled what their master gave them. 

The case of the third fellow is something else entirely. He started with one talent and ended with one 
talent. In between he buried the talent in the ground so he wouldn’t lose it. He’s got the classic loser’s 
mentality. He’s a perpetual victim, afraid to do anything because he thinks the system is rigged 
against him.  

That’s essentially what he says to his master when he calls him a “hard’ man. Because he thought he 
would be punished, he tried to hoard it all. Making more money evidently never entered his mind. His 
fear of punishment was far greater than his desire to be rewarded. 

Was he right in what he said to the master? In one sense the answer is yes. Clearly all three men knew 
the master would come back, and they all knew that he would demand an accounting. But the first two 
men focused on the fact their master, besides being a fair man, could also be very generous.  

They knew if they did a good job, they would have a great reward at the end. The third fellow lived in 
fear and so didn’t do anything at all. 

No pain, no gain. No risk, no reward. The third man played it safe and ended up losing everything. In 
the end, his talent went to the first man and he ended up with nothing.  

So what’s his problem? He thought he knew his master, but he didn’t. Because he didn’t know him, he 
didn’t trust him. Because he didn’t trust him, he did nothing. Because he did nothing, what he had 
was taken away from him and he was called a “worthless” servant.  

Fearful of his master, the lazy servant did nothing with his master’s money and buried it in the 
ground. He saw his master as a cruel taskmaster, not a generous, gracious lord. He didn’t take joy in 
the promise of the master’s return but instead wasted his time, his opportunities, and the master’s 
money. He saw no growth and no return as a result. 

Now we turn to the positive side of the story—the rewards promised to those who faithfully use their 
“talents” in the service of Christ and his Kingdom.  

In the parable, the master says the same thing to the first two servants: “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many 
more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together.” 

First, there’s a commendation: “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” Second, there’s a 
promotion: “You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many 
more responsibilities.” Third, there’s an invitation: “Let’s celebrate together.” 
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These words contain an enormous truth here that we would do well to ponder: What we do now 
determines how we will spend eternity. Nothing is wasted when we serve the Lord. Even the “unseen” 
acts of kindness are seen by Christ and will one day be rewarded by him.  

Even a cup of cold water given to a thirsty person is noticed in heaven.  

Back in Exodus God said to Moses, “What is that in your hand?” It was a staff. “Throw it on the 
ground Moses.” He did, and it turned into a serpent. “Pick it up Moses.” He did, and it turned back 
into a staff. (Exodus 4:1-9.) 

God asks the same question of you and me: What is that in your hand? Not much, you say. Give it to 
the Lord anyway. Offer it to him. You may not have much talent, not much money, and very little 
opportunity? Fine, offer what you have to the Lord. 

Give it all to him. Put yourself at the disposal of the King of Kings. You may be surprised at what God 
does with the “little” you think you have. Remember, it’s faithfulness that God rewards, not worldly 
success. 

The time is short. Who knows how long you will live? Who knows if this is the day when Jesus will 
return? Who knows what tomorrow will bring? Now is the time, this is the hour, and God is calling us. 
What will we do? How will we respond? May we pray, Lord use me any way you see fit. 

Remember a ship is safe when anchored in the harbour, but that’s not what ships are for. If your goal 
is to live a life of security and safety, you’ll end up with everything but Jesus.  

Our Lord never took the safe road. He never took the easy way. He never took a shortcut in order to 
play it safe.  

Most of the men and women in the Bible who took great risks saw only partial success for their efforts. 
Abraham made it to the Promised Land but lived his whole life in tents. Moses led his people to the 
Jordan River but could go no farther. Joshua conquered the land but not all the enemies were 
defeated. So it goes for those who live by faith. 

Scripture promises that Jesus will one day return, and when he does, he will ask his servants to give a 
report of how they spent the time and opportunities he has given. 

One day our master will return, and when he does, he’ll want to know what we’ve done with this 
precious life we’ve been given. Were we good stewards of what belongs to him? Did we grow his 
investment? 

Or did we bury our time, talent, and opportunities? It’s up to us to decide, but we better decide 
quickly. The master is planning his return. 

Can you think of anything better than standing before the Lord and see Him smile as He says, “Well 
Done! My Good and Faithful Servant! Come celebrate with me.”  

This is the Reward for the Faithful Steward. 


