
FBC Devotion Thursday April 21 2022 John 20:19-31 Two Kinds of Doubters 

“Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without 
seeing me.” 

There are two kinds of doubters in the realm of spiritual truth. There are those hard-boiled 
rationalists who say, “I don’t believe it and there’s nothing that will ever make me believe it.” A person 
like that is not looking for answers; he’s looking for an argument. He counts the difficulties, seizes 
objections, and looks for loopholes. The Pharisees fall into that category. 

But there’s another kind of doubter, the person who says, “I don’t believe but I’m willing to believe if I 
can see for myself.” Thomas fits this category. Remember, Thomas didn’t doubt the miraculous in 
general. He’d seen many of Jesus’ greatest miracles. But this one was too big to take someone else’s 
word for it. He had to see it to believe it. And who could blame him? 

No one wanted to believe more than Thomas. Before Thomas would believe he had to personally see 
Jesus. And he had to be sure it was Jesus—not some dream or vision. That’s why he couldn’t just take 
the word of the disciples. Not on something like this. He was not unwilling to believe, but unable. 

Some people are satisfied with the testimony of others. Some are not. Thomas was not. Did he doubt 
the truthfulness of the others? No, he knew they believed they had seen Jesus. But that wasn’t enough. 
Thomas couldn’t get rid of the suspicion that they had seen a ghost. He had to see for himself. 

When he says, “Unless I touch his wounds, I will not believe,” there is much more than doubt. Thomas 
stands for all time as the one man who most desperately wanted to believe if only he could be sure. 
Can you blame him? Would you have been any different? 

After all these years, Thomas has gotten a bad reputation. Doubting Thomas, we call him. We tend to 
look down on him. But not Jesus. Eight days later Jesus appeared to the disciples a second time. This 
time Thomas was with them. Jesus speaks to him as to one whose faith is weak, not to one who has an 
evil heart. He said, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 
side. Stop doubting and believe.” (John 20:27) 

Jesus didn’t put him down. He said, “Go ahead, all you who wonder if it is true. See for yourself. Stop 
doubting and believe.” Here is the wonderful truth. Doubters are welcome at the empty tomb. 

It’s all right to doubt, but don’t let your doubts keep you away. Come to the empty tomb and see for 
yourself. When Thomas saw Jesus, he fell at his feet and exclaimed, “My Lord and my God.” (John 
20:28) That stands as the greatest testimony given by any of the apostles. 

It is a wonderful truth that the greatest doubters often become the strongest believers. And the honest 
doubts—once resolved—become the bedrock of an unshakeable faith. It has been said that no truth is 
so strongly believed as that which you once doubted.  

That’s why the story of Thomas is in the Bible—so that honest doubters might be encouraged to bring 
their honest doubts to the empty tomb. Thomas did, and his doubts were washed away by the person 
of Jesus Christ—alive from the dead. Jesus said, “Stop doubting and believe.” 


