
FBC Devotion Tuesday April 19 2022 Luke 24 From Gloom to Joy 

“Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to 
us?” 

The longest walk you’ll ever take is the walk away from the grave of someone you love. If 
you’ve never done that, you can’t imagine how difficult it is. 

–To walk away and feel as if the world has come to an end. 

–To walk away and think about what used to be and what might have been. 

–To walk away and realize, “It will never be the same again.” 

–To play over and over in your mind the good times, the laughter, the crazy stories. 

–To reach out and touch a face and find it gone forever. 

–To watch them bury your dreams and hopes and all that was good about life. 

Our story unfolds in Luke 24. Two disciples are on the road to Emmaus, a little village about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. As they walk along the dusty road, they leave Jerusalem far behind.  

They were followers of the man called Jesus, the teacher and miracle worker who claimed to have 
been sent by God. For a long time they had followed. Then came the terrible events on Friday. Jesus 
had been crucified and buried in a tomb.  

Although they’d heard rumours that the tomb had been found empty early that morning, they could 
not believe any wild stories about a resurrection. It’s Sunday. Jesus is dead. And they’re going home. 

If you’ve ever walked away from a funeral so deeply moved that you couldn’t speak, you know what it 
was like for these two disciples. 

Down the Emmaus road the two men walked, deep in their sorrow and despair. Leaving Jerusalem, 
there were few other people who were more broken hearted in the whole world. Suddenly a stranger 
joins them and walks with them. When he leaves them, they’re changed forever. 

What’s happened? Something had changed inside them. They’ve burning hearts. And so when you 
hear the question, ‘How do we get burning hearts,’ then you have to look at this incident? It’s the 
recipe for making cold hearts warm. 

First, their hearts are burdened. Then their hearts are burning. Then their hearts are 
bursting. What a transformation! Such is the power of the risen Christ!  

Here’s a message of hope for all who are confused and uncertain, a message for those who feel 
abandoned by the Lord. As the afternoon of the first Easter Sunday wore on, the two disciples listened 
to what we might call the ultimate Bible conference teacher, as the stranger they didn’t recognize, 
explained how the Scriptures all pointed to Christ and their eyes were opened to know Jesus. May we 
be the people of burning hearts this Tuesday morning, filled with fervour and enthusiasm and hope.  


