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FBC Service Easter Sunday April 17 2022 1 Corinthians 15 

This Easter Sunday morning we ask the question: What are the essential truths of the Christian faith? 
1 Corinthians 15 gives us the answer. 1 Corinthians 15 is a majestic chapter that teaches us about the 
resurrection of Jesus and how that resurrection impacts our lives.  

The apostle Paul makes it clear that if Christ has not been raised from the dead, then we have nothing 
to preach and we have nothing to believe. And if Christ has not been raised then our faith is a delusion 
and we are still lost in our sins. 

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then the Bible is a lie and we have no hope! If Jesus 
did not rise from the dead, then we have no Gospel to preach and no Saviour to preach about. If Jesus 
did not rise from the dead, then He Himself was guilty of deception. Five times He said that He would 
get up out of the tomb. John 2:19; John 10:17-18 

Destroy the resurrection and Jesus is reduced to the status of being an ordinary man, He is no longer 
God, Romans 1:4. Destroy the resurrection and you’ve destroyed Romans 4:25 which states, “He was 
handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.” No 
wonder the Devil hates the doctrine of the resurrection as no other.  

If he can convince men and women that Jesus is dead, then they will never believe unto salvation. 
Perhaps this is why he had already put it into the minds of men to doubt the resurrection before it had 
ever happened.  

Even some in the church doubted whether or not there was a resurrection. Verse 12 quote. 
(bricklayer) I thank God this morning that I believe the resurrection to be a fact. 

All the preaching for two thousand years is wasted if Christ is not alive. If Christ is not alive, all the 
money we’ve spent on building churches and sending missionaries and ministering to people in the 
name of Christ is wasted. It means nothing. It’s totally in vain.  

But Paul gets to the point he wants to make. He goes on in verse 20 to say, ‘‘But the truth is that 
Christ has been raised from the dead.'' 

Though many deny it, though the intellectual elite and liberal thinkers call it foolishness, the doctrine 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is of vital importance. In fact, if there is one doctrine, one belief 
that sets Christianity apart from all other religions and belief systems in the world, it’s the doctrine of 
the bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead.  

That is the most important truth in all the Bible, that Christ is alive. And because He lives there are 
some wonderful benefits to you and me. The Bible says in Hebrews 13:8 that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. And if Jesus is alive, that means He hasn't changed in two thousand 
years.  

That means the same Jesus who went about healing and teaching and preaching and ministering, the 
Jesus that opened blind eyes, the Jesus that raised the dead and the Jesus that touched the lepers and 
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the Jesus who reached out to the sinful in compassion and the Jesus who reached out to the hurting 
and lifted up the fallen, that Jesus is alive today in the presence of His Spirit in this world. 

The resurrection is the cardinal doctrine of Christianity. Everything we believe and hold sacred, 
stands or falls on the fact of the resurrection. If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then we are no better 
off than the worst sinner this morning!  

In these powerful verses Paul gives us the essential truths of the Christian faith. In verse 3, he says 
this is the gospel he “received”. This isn't something he made up, it’s something revealed to him by 
God. The Bible makes some bold claims about Christ. Colossians 1:15-20. 

“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation. For through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, 
rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.  

Everything was created through him and for him. He existed before anything else, and he holds all 
creation together. Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, 
supreme over all who rise from the dead. 

So he is first in everything. For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him 
God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 
means of Christ’s blood on the cross.” 

In this text Paul declared that Jesus was not simply an ordinary man. He was the Christ, the Messiah, 
He was (and is) the one in whom “all the fullness of God lived.” He was involved in creation 
(meaning He is eternal); in Him all things hold together. Jesus is God become man to dwell among us. 

I’ve said it many times and believe it with every ounce of my being: if people are wrong about Jesus, 
they’re following a false God! If they diminish or lessen who He is, they have a perverted faith. 

Paul declares that Christ died for our sins. He points to a specific event in history as the pivotal event 
that took place just outside of Jerusalem around 30 A.D. that makes salvation possible. Don’t miss the 
significance of this.  

The message of salvation and new life is not some academics thesis on how to live a better life. It’s not 
something that comes from the imagination. It’s anchored to verifiable history. This simple statement 
that Christ “died for our sins” implies some other core beliefs. 

Paul said Jesus died for our sins. What does that tell us? Simply this! A person who needs his sin 
forgiven, must be a sinner. We are sinful and held responsible. 

Every one of us has missed the mark that God has set for our lives. Regrettably we live at a time when 
people resist taking responsibility for their lives. They blame their behaviour on their parents, their 
environment, and their trials. 

There are many voices in the world trying to confuse the issue of our responsibility before God.  
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The cost of sin required the death of Christ to pay for it. God takes sin seriously. Sin is not a mistake 
over which we can simply shrug and say, “Oops!”  

There are some who don’t understand this fact. They believe that we erase the capital nature of sin by 
doing some good deeds in their lives. 

The most serious problem in our world today is not the economy, it’s not a war, it’s not the price of 
gas. The most serious problem is sin. Jesus is Our Only Hope. Paul says Jesus is our rescuer.  

He stated this is all in accordance with the Scriptures. Jesus was the One promised by God in the Old 
Testament. The Bible is not just a great book . . .it’s God communicating to us. The Bible is God’s 
Word and because it’s His Word, it stands as the ultimate authority over our lives and beliefs. 

When a person dies there’s often a question about the estate of that person. How should it be divided, 
who should get what items? If there’s no will or written declaration by the one who died, conflict often 
ensues.  

Everyone believes they “know” what the person wanted to do. They all have their opinions about 
what is “fair”. On the other hand, if the person established a legal will, the questions are gone. What 
the person wanted is clear. 

We live at a time when truth is being treated like the estate without a will. Many feel free 
to define truth, right and wrong as they see fit. Standards are being turned upside down. Those who 
claim to know what is true are called arrogant and bigots and narrow-minded.  

Christians declare that God has given us His written will in the Bible. He spoke through an audible 
voice, through the prophets, and through the writings of men who were specially chosen by God.  

When the Bible speaks to an issue, the child of God considers it settled in the same way a legal issue is 
settled when a ruling comes down from the Supreme Court. We believe the Bible is God’s Word. It’s 
the standard by which we measure and govern our lives. And our Bible tells us here in our text; 

He was Buried: This too is significant. Jesus did not merely have a near death experience. He was 
crucified, declared dead, and then placed in a tomb. This tomb was then put under guard by the 
authorities. It also tells us; 

He was Raised:  

The cardinal doctrine of the Christian faith is the resurrection of Jesus. The resurrection 
of Jesus showed, 

He was who He said He was: 

His sacrifice was sufficient as a payment for our sin. 

Eternal Life is Real . . . Jesus is the true way to this life beyond the grave. 
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The resurrection is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. It’s because of the resurrection that we can 
have hope as we stand in a cemetery in front of the grave of someone we love. The Resurrection shows 
us that this life is not all there is.  There is more to come. 

The Resurrection gives us our assurance of forgiveness. The resurrection declares that the good news 
is true: we can be made right with God! No matter what we have done in the past, it can be forgiven if 
we will put our trust in Christ.  

The resurrection declares that the payment for sin on the cross was sufficient! You can be forgiven! 

The resurrection also provides us a reason to live a life of obedience. What we do now matters for 
eternity. The Resurrection was not simply an event we celebrate and remember . . . it’s an event that 
properly understood, changes the way we live our lives.  

No longer do we try to “fit God” into our schedule. Instead, He becomes the starting point for 
everything we do. Our life truly revolves around Him.  

Paul reminds us: “Bad company corrupts good character.” When we follow teachers who deny the 
bodily resurrection of Christ we drift from the truth and begin to move toward falsehood. Paul doesn’t 
say this because He wants us to become harsh, and judgmental people. We should certainly seek to 
reach out to those who are outside of the faith.  

Paul is cautioning us to be discerning in our Christian fellowship. Sadly we know of Pastors who talk 
about the resurrection but they mean something different than the clear teaching of Scripture.  

They would say that Jesus lives on “in the sense” that He lives on in everyone who believes in Him. If 
you push those people and ask if they believe Jesus physically came back to life they would tell you 
“No”. This is an important and necessary distinction!  

We must be sure that we know what someone truly believes before we allow them to influence our 
lives. A denial of the physical Resurrection of Jesus is a denial of what God says is true. 

The resurrection is the most significant event in human history. The resurrection gives us the hope of 
forgiveness. It also gives us hope that there is meaning and purpose to life. It gives us confidence that 
we will live even though we die. Through this one event we know that God cares about us and has 
entered our world in the person of Christ. 

This much we can say about the resurrection of Jesus.  

He Appeared: 

This last piece of information is a declaration that there are eyewitnesses to the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus. It’s a historical fact and Paul invites the Corinthians to check it out. He 
encouraged them to talk to the eyewitnesses. 

Christianity and the Bible have been examined by antagonists since its inception. The critics can give 
theories and make wild claims but they have done nothing to disprove the resurrection of Jesus or to 
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show the Bible to be false in any sense. People have examined the evidence! The evidence is 
compelling. 

Some people proudly declare that they are atheists. They have concluded that God does not exist. If 
you ask them for evidence that God does not exist, they have none.   

Others say they are agnostics. An agnostic says they don’t know what the truth is . . . but most of them 
are not even looking for the truth! Paul invites the Corinthians to talk with the hundreds of 
eyewitnesses that were alive at the time. The gospel is NOT a nice fairy tale. It’s something 
wonderfully real.  

In these few verses we see the essential truths of the Christian Faith. God has revealed Himself 
through the Scriptures. 

Jesus was the promised deliverer the Bible pointed to. He was the sinless Son of God. He is fully God 
and fully man. Because of his unique qualifications he died as our substitute. 

He was buried 

He rose physically from the dead 

Eyewitnesses saw Him 

This is bedrock Christian belief. We must believe these foundational truths not only intellectually, we 
must believe them wholeheartedly.  

This is faith. It’s standing on the truth and basing your hope, confidence, and life choices on that 
truth. If you believe this, you are part of the family of God, if you have not, I invite you to put your 
trust in Him today. 

Those who say, “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere” really misunderstand 
what is required for us to be made right with God. You can be sincere and still be wrong. We must 
check our beliefs by the truth of Scripture. 

Paul wants us to know that the Resurrection of Jesus is not some isolated event; it’s a key point in the 
Lord’s work to redeem the world. The resurrection of the body will be at the conclusion of the battle, 
when Christ has won the victory. 

In every great battle there is a moment when the victory is guaranteed. In World War II it was the 
Battle of Normandy. In the same way, the decisive event of the battle of good and evil was waged on 
the cross and at the empty tomb.  

The resurrection of Jesus was the declaration that God has won. 


