
FBC Devotion Thursday April 14 2022 Philippians 2:7-9 Good Friday Devotion 

“He humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Therefore, God 
elevated him to the place of highest honour, and gave him the name above all other names” 

Jesus started at the highest place. He was equal to God with all the rights and privileges as God. But 
he made himself nothing. He gave up those rights and privileges in coming to earth as our Saviour. 
Then he travelled to the lowest place, laying aside his glory, giving up his rights and privileges as God. 

Jesus started at the highest place. He travelled to the lowest place. Our text traces the four downward 
steps Jesus took in his journey of humble obedience to the Father. 

First of all, he became a servant. “He made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant.” 
(Philippians 2:7a) The first step downward for Jesus was taking the nature of a servant. 

In the words of D.A. Carson, Jesus became a nobody. He made himself nothing. He willingly gave up 
all his rights and took the very nature of a servant. Jesus demonstrated this in a powerful way at the 
Last Supper when he removed his outer clothing, got on his knees and washed his disciples’ feet.  

Paul says our attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus. Rather than clinging to our own privileges 
and rights, we should humbly serve each other in love. 

Secondly, he became a human being. “He made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.” (Philippians 2:7) Here we have the incarnation. Jesus humbled 
himself by becoming a human being. 

The invisible God became visible. He took on flesh in full view of all. He became a man. Jesus did not 
cease being God when he became human, but rather his glory was veiled in human flesh. He laid aside 
his glory as God in order to become human. He was truly God and truly man. 

Jesus became a servant. He became a human being. And thirdly he became obedient to death. Verse 
8: “When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God.”  This verse shows us 
how low Jesus was willing to go, how willing to give up his life for us.  

Jesus became a servant. He became a human being. He became obedient to death. And finally he 
suffered the humiliation of the cross. “He humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s 
death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8) 

Dying on the cross was the most humiliating and painful death of all. The cross in Jesus’ day was not a 
decoration or a piece of jewelry. People shuddered at the thought of the cross. To die on the cross was 
the most shameful, cruel, despised death of all.  

But for Jesus it was even worse, because it was on the cross that Jesus suffered and paid the full 
penalty for our sins. This was the final downward step for Jesus, the lowest rung on the ladder. Jesus 
was obedient to death – even death on a cross. The cross was the heart of Jesus’ mission. 

Fortunately the gospel does not end there. The gospel is the good news of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. God did not leave Jesus in the grave but raised him from the dead and exalted him to the 
highest place. May we ever praise God for such a Saviour. 


