
FBC Devotion Thursday April 7 2022 Wisdom for the Asking 

“If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for 
asking.”  (James 1:5)

Have you ever heard this phrase? Too soon old, too late smart.” The first part is certainly true. We’re 
too soon old. The young folks don’t understand this, but they will. Nothing is more certain than the 
passage of time. Life rushes on for all of us.  

The second part is equally true. We’re “too late smart.” Most of us learn the important stuff the hard 
way. We take a long time to “wise up” about what matters most. No man on his death bed ever said, “I 
wish I had spent more time at the office,” but many a man has wished he had spent more time with 
his family. 

We would all like to get smarter about the things that matter most. In James 1:5 we discover that God 
is ready and willing to give us the wisdom we need if we will ask him for it. But there’s a condition. We 
must truly want the wisdom God gives. 

Let’s start with the “if.” “If any of you need wisdom.” It’s not as if James is saying, “Well, you’re smart 
enough to handle most of life on you own, but now and then you’ll face a problem. Be sure and ask 
God for help.” That’s true in one sense, but it’s misleading. 

We’re not as smart as we think we are. We’re not as clever as we think we are. 

We’re not as wise as we think we are. We always need God’s help 

We don’t need God’s wisdom some of the time. We desperately need God’s wisdom all the time. Most 
of us feel like we can handle the “moderate” problems of life. We can deal with cranky children or a 
prickly boss or a pile of work that gets dumped on our desk.  

We understand normal pressures and we learn how to deal with them. But sometimes things happen 
that “strip the gears” of life so that we’re flat on the ground. At that point, when all human options are 
foreclosed, our only hope is the Lord. We cry out to God, knowing that if He doesn’t help us, we’re 
sunk. That’s a lesson we have to learn over and over again. 

The last part of James 1:5 is crucial. Why do we cry out to God for wisdom to face all the problems of 
life? We do it not only because we lack wisdom, but because we believe there’s a God in heaven who 
loves us deeply and stands ready to help us in the moment of our need. 

James says God gives us wisdom without criticizing us. I like that. We pray in our desperation, 
knowing God will not say, “What’s wrong with you? You ought to be stronger than that. You should 
handle this better.”  

He never says, “You again? Why can’t you learn the lesson the first time?” Praying to God is not like 
going to the principal’s office. When you’re in trouble, you need a friend, not a judge! 

Thank God, we have a friend in high places. 

He will not turn us away when we need Him most. 


