
FBC Devotion Tuesday April 5 2022 Matthew 17:1-9 Transfigured On the Mountaintop  

“Jesus was transfigured before them and his face shone like the sun.” 

Have you ever had a bona fide mountaintop experience? A time when you felt a one-on-one encounter 
with Jesus Christ, maybe at a retreat or summer camp or on a mission trip? While I can’t begin to give 
a rational explanation for mountaintop experiences, not for a moment do I doubt they happened. 

The Bible is filled with mountaintop experiences. For example, there’s … 

• Abraham, who had a vision in which God told him all that was to come. (Genesis 15) 

• There was Jacob, who wrestled with an angel all night until he received a blessing … and a new 
name. (Genesis 32:24-28) 

• And Gideon, who met the Lord on the floor of the wine press trying to hide wheat from the 
Midianites. (Judges 6:11) 

• And Samson, who called on the power of God to bring down the mighty Philistines. (Judges 16:28-
30) 

• And Isaiah, who said, “In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lifted up; and his train filled the temple.” (Isaiah 6:1) 

The list goes on. Each has one thing in common: A close, personal encounter with the Lord. In our 
reading from Matthew, Jesus stands on Mount Hermon, as a voice from heaven proclaims, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 

So this morning I’d like for us to think about mountaintop experiences – those you’ve had and those 
you’ve heard about. A mountaintop experience may come but once in a lifetime; yet the memory of 
that one moment can linger forever. 

Mountaintop experiences are important. But it’s not like you can pick them up at the dollar store. 
Mountaintop experiences are a gift. You can’t manufacture them or conjure them up on demand.  

Mountaintop experiences are a catalyst of transformation. Matthew says that Jesus “was transfigured 
before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.” (Matthew 
17:2) Those who’ve had a genuine mountaintop experience are transformed in the process. 

When you’ve been to the mountaintop, you never see things in quite the same way again. But they’re 
not meant to last forever. That was Peter’s problem – he wanted to hold on to the moment forever. 

Mountaintop experiences are best understood as moments in time – significant moments to be sure – 
moments in which time seems to stop and the whole world stands still – but moments, nonetheless.  

Finally, mountaintop experiences inevitably lead to the valley below. One moment they were on the 
mountaintop with Jesus, and then just as quickly as it began, it was over, and they’re back down in the 
valley with all its troubles. Mountaintop experiences are important, they are not meant to last forever, 
for they inevitably lead to the valley below, but oh what a gift they are of God’s grace and love.  


