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FBC Service Sunday April 3 2022 Romans 10:1-17 The World’s Greatest Question 

It’s evident from reading the New Testament that not everyone who “believes” truly possesses saving 
faith.  

On the other hand when the Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas, “What must I do to be saved?” they 
replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). That’s simple enough. Believe 
and be saved.  

You could call this The World’s Greatest Question and God’s Simple Answer. Indeed God’s answer is 
simple: “Believe on the Lord Jesus.” But what does it mean to “believe?”  

If our salvation is predicated on believing in Christ, how do you know when you have truly believed? 
What does it mean to truly believe? We all understand that the word “believe” has many difference 
nuances.  

For instance, if I say “I believe it’s going to rain tomorrow,” that’s nothing more than a hunch. Or if I 
say “I believe John A MacDonald was the first Canadian PM” that refers to a settled historical fact. But 
if I say “I believe in Jesus with all my heart,” I have made a different sort of statement altogether. 

Perhaps it will help to simply list some of the wrong ideas about saving faith. 

Knowing facts/giving mental assent 

Walking an aisle/signing a card/raising a hand 

Water baptism 

Public profession of faith 

Having your name on a church roll 

Inherited from believing parents 

Feeling sorry for your sins 

Promising to do better in the future 

Only a strong faith can save you. 

Note that the first five wrong ideas refer to very legitimate religious acts. Knowing the facts of the 
gospel is vital to saving faith, yet saving faith is much more than knowing facts. Walking an aisle, 
signing a card, raising your hand in a meeting—those are all valid ways of expressing your inner 
commitment to follow Jesus.  

Certainly church membership is very important. And if we have believing parents, we should be 
grateful for their positive influence, but influence alone will not save us. Feeling sorry for sin is a 
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valuable spiritual lesson, but Judas felt sorry for his sins and he was not saved. Much may be said in 
favour of moral reformation and the value of having strong faith, but those things will not save you. 

Let me add one more wrong idea about saving faith. Some say it doesn’t matter what you believe as 
long as you believe something.  

People like this may say, “I’m not religious. I’m a spiritual person.” They speak of “having a spiritual 
base” and trusting God “as you understand him.” But when you try to pin them down on the specifics 
of what they believe, they don’t know what to say. This wrong idea is particularly dangerous because it 
offers salvation to anyone who has faith in almost anything at all. 

This much is clear. Many people don’t know the answer to the question: What must I do to be saved? 

Since the time of the Reformation, Protestants have understood true saving faith as having three 
parts. Those words speak of faith as involving the intellect, the emotions, and the will. The faith that 
saves us involves all of these when we are coming to Christ.  

Faith starts with knowledge, moves to conviction, and ends with commitment.  

Knowledge speaks of intellectual understanding of the truth. You need to know something in order to 
be saved. Faith is based on knowledge and knowledge is based on truth. And truth must be 
proclaimed before saving faith can be exercised. Faith comes by hearing and hearing the Word of God. 

Saving faith is intelligent faith. The gospel is about information that we need to know. You aren’t 
saved by information but you can’t be saved without it. 

Suppose you’re in a burning building and can’t find the exit. “Where is the exit?” you cry out. Through 
the smoke and haze comes the answer: “Go down the hallway, turn left, go down one flight of stairs, 
the exit’s on the right.”  

Are you saved because you know where the exit is? No, you still have to make the journey yourself. 
But if you don’t know how to get there, or if you have wrong information, you’re going to perish. You 
aren’t saved by knowing the truth but you can’t be saved without it. (my family) 

Saving faith is not superstition. It’s based on facts, true reliable information. The Bible tells us there is 
no salvation apart from the gospel. That gospel must be preached. And it must be believed. We’re 
not asking people to have vague faith in an unspecified Saviour.  

We’re asking people to believe in the divine-human Son of God who walked on earth over 2000 years 
ago, who was born in Bethlehem, who lived for just over 30 years, who worked miracles, who taught 
the masses, who debated the Pharisees, who died on the cross and rose from the dead on the third 
day, who stayed on earth for 40 more days and then ascended into heaven.  

His name is Jesus of Nazareth. He’s the Son of God and God the Son. He died as our substitute, 
paying for our sins, bearing our penalty, dying in our place, the just for the unjust that he might bring 
us to God. He’s the Saviour of all who believe in him, the mediator between God and man, our 
Redeemer, Lord, and King.  



Page 3 of 5 
 

We’re asking people to believe in that Jesus and only in him. In a world of spiritual 
counterfeits, there is only one Jesus who can save and that is the Christ of the New Testament. He’s 
the one we must preach. That’s where saving faith begins—with true facts about Jesus Christ. 

Here are five non-negotiable facts about Jesus that must form the heart of our gospel preaching: 

His deity 

His true humanity 

His incarnation 

His atoning death on the cross 

His resurrection from the dead. 

Let’s be perfectly clear on this point. Christian faith is not a blind leap in the dark. We’re called 
to believe in something—not just anything. But first and foremost, in Jesus Christ. This is 
paramount. We must know who he is, why he came, why he died, why he rose from the dead, and how 
he can be our Lord and Saviour.  

I’m not suggesting we pass a theology exam in order to be saved, but we have to know something 
about these truths if our faith is to rest on the right foundation. (Quote Paul) Faith must be 
grounded in the facts of divine revelation. Faith rests on facts, not on thin air. 

Knowledge is essential but it alone can never save you. If you stop with knowledge, you will be 
nothing but an unbeliever with your head full of Bible stories. This is a particular danger for children 
growing up in a church like FBC. Our kids can end up with lots of head knowledge but nothing more. 

That’s why saving faith begins with knowledge but it never ends there. 

Conviction means to know something and then to be persuaded that it’s true. Saving faith involves 
saying “Amen” to the facts of the gospel. It goes beyond knowledge to a personal conviction that these 
things are true. 

A man may go to a doctor who tells him he has a terminal illness. But there’s good news, says the 
doctor. We’ve just discovered a new treatment that can cure your sickness. Do you believe it? Yes, you 
do. Are you cured? No, not until you roll up your sleeve and let them stick in the needle and pump the 
lifesaving medicine into your veins. 

Conviction is essential because you have to be personally convinced of the truth, but that alone cannot 
save you. There’s one final element in true saving faith, and that is Commitment. 

Commitment speaks to the active part of faith. We might use the word “trust” such as resting with 
your full weight knowing that a bed can hold you up.  

True faith always reaches out to rest upon some object.  
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If we go to a doctor, we rest our faith in him. If we go to a lawyer, we put our case in his hands. This is 
what is meant by phrases such as “Believe in your heart” or “with your heart.” It means to “embrace” 
or to “accept” or to “receive” or to “welcome” someone or something.  

Consider the action words the Bible uses as synonyms for faith: looking/ hearing/ seeing/ coming/ 
accepting/ embracing/ reaching out/ laying hold of. 

We can find all three elements of faith in one verse: “I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). I 
know … and am convinced … what I have entrusted. It’s all right there. Knowledge, conviction, 
commitment. 

True saving faith always ends in personal commitment. Sales people understand this principle. After 
the presentation is made, at some point people have to sign on the dotted line. If they say, “I know 
that’s a good product,” you haven’t made a sale. If they say, “I believe I need that,” they are closer but 
you still haven’t made a sale. But when they say, “Where do I sign?” you’ve just closed the deal. 

We may illustrate the three elements of faith by comparing it to planning a huge party and inviting 
hundreds of people. Word goes out far and near about the great festivity I’m preparing. The 
invitations are free, all I ask is that those planning to come respond personally.  

One man says, “I’ve heard all about it but I’m not going.” That’s knowledge and nothing more. 

Another man says, “Man, this looks like a fantastic party. I’d really like to go,” but he neglects to 
return his invitation. That’s knowledge plus conviction. But another says, “Come rain or shine, I’m 
going to the party. Here’s my invitation. I’ll be there.”  That’s Commitment! 

He and he alone will be admitted. Coming to the banquet means showing up and taking your seat. 
Coming to Christ means the same thing. It means coming to Jesus as your Saviour and taking 
your place in God’s family. If you don’t come, you can never be saved.  

Knowledge, conviction, commitment. 

One final illustration may help. In the 19th century, the greatest tightrope walker in the world was a 
man named Charles Blondin. On June 30, 1859 he became the first man in history to walk on a 
tightrope across Niagara Falls.  

Over 25,000 people gathered to watch him walk 1100 feet suspended on a tiny rope 160 feet above the 
raging waters. He worked without a net or safety harness of any kind. The slightest slip would prove 
fatal. When he safely reached the Canadian side, the crowd burst into a mighty roar. 

In the days to come he would walk across the Falls many times. Once he walked across on stilts, 
another time he took a chair and a stove with him and sat down midway across, cooked an omelette 
and ate it.  

Once he carried his manager across riding piggyback. And once he pushed a wheelbarrow across 
loaded with 350 pounds of cement.  
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On that occasion he asked the cheering spectators if they thought he could carry a man across sitting 
in the wheelbarrow.  

A mighty roar of approval rose from the crowd. Spying a man cheering loudly, he asked, “Sir, do you 
think I could safely carry you across in this wheelbarrow?” “Yes, of course.” “Get in,” the Great 
Blondin replied with a smile. The man refused. 

That makes it clear, doesn’t it? It’s one thing to believe a man can walk across by himself. It’s another 
thing to believe he could safely carry you across. But it’s something else entirely to get into the 
wheelbarrow yourself. That’s the difference between knowledge, conviction, and commitment. 

True saving faith takes place at the moment of personal commitment—and not before then. 

—It may be expressed through a prayer or walking an aisle. 

—It may be expressed through baptism. 

—It may be expressed through a “public profession.” 

But those things alone are not saving faith. Saving faith understands the gospel, believes the gospel, 
and then commits to the gospel as the only hope of salvation. It reaches out and trusts Christ as Lord 
and Saviour.  

Most of us are familiar with the image of Christ standing at the door and knocking. The picture comes 
from Revelation 3:20 where Christ offers to enter a lukewarm, lethargic church and have fellowship 
with those who will let him in. It’s a wonderful picture of how Christ comes to each of us. And in this 
picture we see the three elements of faith made clear. 

I hear the knock—That’s knowledge 

I go to the door—That’s conviction 

I open the door—That’s commitment 

Only then does Christ come and make himself at home in my heart. Years ago I learned a children’s 
chorus that goes like this: One door and only one, and yet its sides are two. Inside and outside, on 
which side are you? 

This is a crucial question for all of us to consider. On which side of the door is Jesus Christ? Is he on 
the inside or on the outside, still knocking, waiting for you to open the door? If you hear Christ 
knocking, by all means don’t delay. Go to the door and let him in. This is true saving faith. 

How simple it is to come to Christ! The hardest part is reaching out with the hand of faith. “If 
you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is 
by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.” 


