
FBC Devotion Thursday March 31 2021  1 Peter 1:3-5 How About this Inheritance? 

“Because God raised Jesus from the dead, now we live with great expectation, and we have a 
priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the 
reach of change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power.” 

In 1949, a man named Jack Wurm was broke and out of job. One day he was walking along a San 
Francisco beach when he came across a bottle with a piece of paper in it and discovered that it was the 
last will and testament of Daisy Singer, heir to the Singer sewing machine fortune.  

Here’s what the note said: “To avoid confusion, I leave my entire estate to the lucky person who finds 
this bottle…” Twelve years earlier she had thrown the bottle into a river in London where it had 
drifted across the oceans to the feet of penniless Jack Wurm. His chance discovery netted him over 6 
million dollars in cash and Singer stock. 

Would you like for that to happen to you? Actually if you know Christ, your inheritance is infinitely 
more than that. If you are born again, you have become an heir with Christ! An inheritance is 
something left behind by someone who has died. It’s a gift to those living from one who isn’t.  

If you’re saved you have an inheritance from one who died but now lives. The Apostle Paul prayed 
that believers would grasp the glory of their inheritance in Ephesians 1:18: “in order that you may 
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.” 

Jesus put it like this in Matthew 25:34: “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world.”  

Peter describes this inheritance in four ways: 

Cannot be destroyed – “an inheritance kept in heaven.” Our inheritance will never decay or be 
destroyed. Nothing can ruin what is reserved for you because it is incapable of corrosion or 
corruption. 

Cannot be defiled – “pure and undefiled.” This refers to being stained with colour. No stains will 
appear on our inheritance because the blood of Jesus has blotted out all our sins. 

Cannot be decayed – “beyond the reach of change and decay. It will never decrease in value or wear 
away or grow dim. The Wall Street Journal did a study that found 90% of inheritances are depleted by 
the third generation. This word is often used for flowers fading and falling. We see this in James 1:11: 
“For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its 
beautiful appearance perishes…” 

It is definite – “kept in heaven for you.” The word “reserved” refers to keeping an eye on something 
with constant surveillance. It’s the idea of being under lock and key. Notice the phrase “for you” to 
show that this is a personal promise. 

Because God guards what He gives, let’s praise Him…For keeping us. He won’t throw you away, forget 
about you, or disqualify you. He keeps your inheritance safe for you and He keeps you for your 
inheritance, for “through your faith, God is protecting you by his power.” Verse 5. 


