
FBC Devotion Tuesday March 22 2022 Colossians 3:12-13 The Christian’s Dress Code 

“Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted 
mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and 
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.” 

Is there such a thing as a Christian dress code? Well, it depends on what you mean. If you’re talking 
about wearing your best duds to church on a Sunday morning, the answer is no. But if you’re talking 
about the old things you remove from your life as a Christian and the new things you put on in their 
place, then the answer is yes. 

That’s what our passage in Colossians this morning is all about. You’ve been given new life in Christ, 
and so you should dress up your life with the types of attitudes and actions that are appropriate to 
your new life in Christ. 

It’s like in sports when you switch teams, you change uniforms. Your old uniform identified you with 
your old team; your new uniform identifies you with your new team. It’s the same way when you 
become a Christian. You’ve switched teams! Your old practices identified you with the world. Your 
new practices identify you with Christ and his church. 

First of all, as people who have received new life in Christ, we’re to clothe ourselves with Christ-like 
qualities. Look at verse 12: “Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.”  

Paul is talking to believers here and he addresses us as God’s “Since God chose you to be the holy 
people he loves.” The words “chose you” has to do with the Biblical teaching that God chose us before 
the beginning of time to belong to Him. The word “holy” means that we’ve been set apart for God and 
should live accordingly.  

Paul gives us a list of five virtues that we are to put on in our lives 

What are these five virtues? First of all we’re to put on mercy.  Literally a heart of compassion, that is, 
a compassion or caring that comes deep from the inner heart or emotions. 

Secondly, we’re to put on kindness. This refers to good or kind deeds, the very opposite of the attitude 
of malice described back in verse 8.  

Humility is having a true estimate of yourself, not thinking too highly or lowly of yourself.  

Gentleness is being submissive to God and others.  

Patience refers especially to being patient in suffering or when being attacked by others. Notice that 
many of these overlap with the fruit of the Spirit that we find listed in Galatians 5: “love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  

We’ve been given new life in Christ, so off with the old, on with the new! Or as Paul puts it in Romans 
13:14: “Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.” Because that’s what this is really all about. Here 
is the ultimate test question. When people look at your life, do they see Jesus? 


