
FBC Devotion Thursday March 18 2021 2 Peter 1:5-7 The Add Ons God Wants 

“In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a 
generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 6 and knowledge 
with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 
and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone.” 

Wow! What a message. It almost seems that Second Peter was written for us today. Every word is 
so pertinent, so filled with practical advice for the day in which we live. God wants us to have more 
than just head knowledge, He wants us to put it to work in our lives and be effective and productive.  

Since COVID hit, there has been a massive surge in Home Renovations – additions to present 
dwellings as many people are working from home. Additions help things get bigger. Add a room to a 
home, add a deck, ingredients to a recipe, and it begins to grow. 

Our text has a tremendous example of addition. ADD……………………..  

To your faith, moral excellence; 

To moral excellence, knowledge; 

To knowledge, self-control; 

To self-control, endurance; 

To endurance, godliness; 

To godliness, brotherly affection; and 

To brotherly affection, love.  

Faith comes first. But faith cannot stand-alone, so we add to our faith, moral excellence –that is, 
conformity of one’s life and conduct to the highest moral and ethical principles. 

Next we are to add knowledge. Knowledge, of course, of the true kind–wisdom for life, spiritual 
knowledge, knowledge of God, and of God’s will as found in His Word. 

Self-control comes next. Without the ability to control ourselves, our knowledge of good, and the 
desire to do it, are both worthless. Self-control is the moment-by-moment restraint of our urges. This 
is the ability to make the right choice, in those moments when temptation strikes us.  

Self-control produces another element–endurance, endurance in all our Christian duties. 

Another quality to be added to patience is Godliness–Godlikeness, Christlikeness. 

Then comes brotherly affection–genuine affection toward those among whom we associate. 

Last of all–love, the crowning gift and blessing! All elements of Christian maturity. 

Lord help us to show all these elements in our lives as believers. 


