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FBC Service Sunday March 13 2022 Romans 1:8-15 Ministry that Touches the Heart 

When you read Paul’s letters, you soon discover the secret of his success: What was it? He had a heart 
for people. People came first with Paul. That may sound unusual to some who have this vision of Paul 
as the great doctrinal teacher ever of the Christian church.  

Sometimes you can read his writings and it appears to be over your head. Without question, the 
deepest theology ever written flowed from his pen. But don’t ever think Paul didn’t care about people. 
Everything he did, he did for people. He never wrote one word that was theological speculation. 
He never pandered to the intellectual elite. 

Paul never forgot that Christ came to save people, men and women just like himself, filled with 
doubts, questions, uncertainties, hesitations and frustrations. That’s the secret of his phenomenal 
success. It wasn’t just the depth of his theology—deep though it is. His theology changed the world 
because it first touched the human heart. 

If it doesn’t come from the heart, it’s not real ministry. Why? Because no one cares how much 
you know, ‘til they know how much you care. 

Our passage today from Romans 1:8-15, is Paul’s very personal statement about his own deep interest 
in the believers at Rome. Paul had never been to Rome when he wrote this letter. Since Paul had never 
been to Rome, he felt a special obligation to introduce himself to the Roman believers. 

How else would they know about him? How could they decide whether or not to trust him? To say it 
another way, how do you convince people you really care about them when you’ve never 
met them face to face? 

So Paul writes about his deep feelings for the Roman Christians, in order to win their confidence and 
to help them know how much he cared for them. 

In our text we see Paul’s heart unveiled. Before he jumps into heavy theology, he writes a few lines 
sharing his personal concern for the church at Rome. And in so doing, we learn not only what Paul’s 
heart was like but also the secret of a heart felt ministry. 

What kind of heart did Paul have? He begins with a compliment. That’s not a small point. The very 
first words out of his mouth are positive words of affirmation. The text says, “First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world.”  

What a positive, hopeful and uplifting way to begin. I’m sure the Romans felt encouraged when the 
Apostle Paul said that he had heard about their faith? Maybe they hadn’t heard about him, but he had 
heard about them. 

It’s always easier to criticize. After all, we live in a fallen, imperfect world, and if you want to, you 
can always find something to criticize. Store and people! 

But not Paul. He begins by expressing his heartfelt gratitude for the church at Rome.  



Page 2 of 5 
 

And when he says, “Your faith is being reported all over the world,” do you suppose he’s exaggerating 
slightly? Yes, I’m sure he’s exaggerating, but he’s doing it for a reason.  

He could have said, “A few people are talking about your faith here and there, and there are still a lot 
of people who don’t know who you are.” That would have been technically true, but what good would 
that have done?  

So Paul says, “Everywhere I go they are talking about the fantastic Christians in Rome.” No wonder 
the Romans were ready to hear his message. 

There’s a very familiar principle at work here: People tend to become what you believe them to be. If 
you say to a child, “You’re stupid,” he’ll struggle forever in his classes. But if a husband says to his 
wife, “You’re the most beautiful woman in the world to me,” his wife will be transformed before his 
very eyes. 

And let a father try to teach his son how to play baseball. Before the young boy comes to bat, the 
father says, “Son, you can do it.” Thus assured, the young slugger swaggers to the plate, hunches 
down, cocks his elbow, eyes the pitcher, watches the ball, swings mightily … and misses everything.  

“Don’t worry, son. You’ll do better this time.” The little boy swings away and misses again. His father 
yells from the dugout, “Go get ‘em, tiger.”  

Finally, the young man squares up to the pitcher and whack, up and away goes the ball for a stand-up 
double. Way to go, son says his father.” 

What has happened? His son has been transformed by his father’s encouragement. People tend to 
become what we believe them to be. 

The methods leaders use to motivate people vary so widely as to defy exact categorization. However, it 
has been my experience that successful leaders share this one thing in common. They’re able to 
mix and mingle with their hearers on a common basis, and are able to convince them 
that they have their best interests at heart. 

When you take the time to make them feel good about themselves, they’ll repay you a thousand times 
over. It’s a ministry that sees and notices the good that other people do. 

Paul says: “God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness 
how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will 
the way may be opened for me to come to you.” 

Paul prayed for the Romans.  

That fact is made all the more amazing when you consider that he’d never met them. More than that, 
he prayed for them “constantly” and called God to be his witness of that fact. 

How do you suppose that made the Romans feel? Don’t you think it made them feel tremendously 
honoured to know that the Apostle Paul had prayed for them—even though he had never met them? 
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I can only give a personal reaction here. From time to time, people tell me, “Pastor Alex, I’m praying 
for you.” I can’t even begin to explain how that makes me feel. It’s the most wonderful sensation in the 
world to know that someone cares for you enough to pray for you. 

Prayer is such an intimate exercise that if you pray for someone regularly, you will begin to love them, 
even in spite of yourself. In the deepest truest sense of prayer, you can’t love without 
praying or pray without loving. The one leads on to the other. 

But that’s not all. Prayer also bridges the gap between people. You can be here … and they can be way 
over there, and through prayer you can bridge the gap that separates you. 

Prayer spans the miles that separate us. 

Prayer overcomes the misunderstanding that may separate us. 

Prayer leaps across the bad memories that pull us apart. 

Prayer nullifies the estrangement that keeps us from speaking. 

There can be bitterness and anger between believers, even years of alienation. But that doesn’t matter 
when you pray, because prayer bridges the gap between you and those you love. Your heart can touch 
their heart by the simple act of praying.  

Remember this. What starts in your heart goes first to our Heavenly Father’s heart, and He can make 
your prayer fall like an arrow in the heart of the one you love. Prayer can do that! It enables you to 
touch people you can’t even speak to. 

The lesson is simple: If you love someone, you’ll pray for them. If you don’t love them, you’ll 
stop praying eventually. Because when you pray, one of two things will happen: You will either 
start loving or you will stop praying. 

Notice what Paul says in verse 11. “I long to see you.”  I believe it’s J. B. Moffatt who translates—”I am 
homesick to see you.” Homesick? Paul had never been to Rome. How could he be homesick for a place 
he’d never visited?  

The answer is, he prayed for them so much, and thought about them so much, that he felt as if he 
already knew them. Rome didn’t seem like a foreign country to Paul; it seemed like home to him. 

“My heart aches to see you.” The word means to want something so bad it makes your heart hurt 
on the inside. Have you ever wanted something so badly it made your heart hurt when you thought 
about it? “I want to see you so badly that it makes my heart hurt when I think about it.” 

When you read on, Paul bares his heart even more: 

“I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that 
you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. I do not want you to be unaware, 
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brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until 
now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.”  

Verse 11 considered by itself makes perfect sense. It simply says that Paul wants to come to Rome and 
minister to the believers by using his spiritual gifts in order to build them up and make them strong. 
That’s a noble calling, and if that’s all Paul did, that would be ample reason to make the trip. “I long to 
see you, my heart is hurting to see you, that I might preach to you and build you up.”  

But that’s not all he says. It’s as if verse 12 corrects verse 11. It’s as if Paul is thinking to himself as 
he writes, so he adds something new in verse 12. O what profound words! “That you and I may be 
mutually encouraged.” That adds an entirely new dimension.  

How do you think that made them feel? Here is Paul the great Apostle saying, “I’m looking forward to 
seeing you, not just so that I can give you something but so that you can minister to me.” This is the 
ministry of parallel encouragement.  

It’s what happens when I minister to you and you minister to me. It’s the heart of what Christian 
ministry is all about. You give something to me and I give something back to you. Ministry is not a 
one-way street. It’s a two-way street, with blessings and encouragement constantly being shared both 
ways. 

Every man and woman has something I need to learn. From the youngest child to the oldest person, 
from the richest to the poorest, from the most mature to the most immature, from the proud to the 
humble—every person, no matter how unlikely, has something they can teach me.  

I have something to give to each person and each person has something to give to me. 

In the body of Christ there can be no big shots and little shots. Nobody can say, “I don’t have 
to listen to you but you have to listen to me.” No! Every man must be my teacher and I’m a teacher of 
every man.” 

Let me say it this way. I have never known anyone who came to the end of life and said, “I wish I had 
spent more time at the office” or “I wish I’d been away from my family more” or “I should have been 
more of a workaholic.”  

I’ve never met anyone like that. But there are people galore who’ve said, “I should have spent 
more time with the people who really mattered to me.” “I wish I hadn’t been so obsessed with working 
that I forgot to build the most important relationships.” 

What would people say about us if we died today? “He was so busy.” “She got her degrees.” 
“He climbed the ladder all the way to the top.” “She made it in a man’s world.” “He was too busy for 
people.” “We’re glad she’s gone.” 

Let’s go back to what Paul is talking about here—a heart to heart Ministry that places people first.  

Verse 14. “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish.” The King 
James says, “I am a debtor …”  He felt indebted to the Gentiles to preach the gospel to them. 
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Paul is saying, “I’m coming to Rome because I have a deep moral obligation to go there.” But in what 
sense did he mean that? Paul had never been to Rome, he knew very few people in the church. How 
could he be indebted to them? The answer is, Paul’s true indebtedness was to God. God had 
given the gospel.  

How could Paul ever hope to repay the Almighty? What could he offer that God would accept? There 
was nothing he could directly give back to God. But there was one thing he could do. He could take 
what God had given him and share it with someone else! In that sense, Paul was indebted to 
the people of Rome even though he had never met them. 

When he says, “To the Greeks and the non-Greeks, to the wise and to the foolish,” he’s indicating 
something about the scope of his ministry. So great is his obligation that he’s ready to preach the 
gospel everywhere, without regard to racial, national or cultural distinctions. 

What an uplifting view of life! What a purpose-filled view of life! That goes far beyond the 
eight to five grind most of us struggle with every day. That goes far beyond the Canadian ethic of 
looking out for number one. 

Verse 15 brings us to our final thought from this passage—the eager heart. “That is why I am so eager 
to preach the gospel to you who are at Rome.” The King James says, “I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you who are in Rome.” It’s a strong word. It means something like “ready, willing and able.” 
Paul was so eager to come to Rome that he couldn’t wait to get there. 

But wait a minute. Rome was the capital of the Empire, the seat of Emperor-worship, a city given over 
entirely to paganism. For Paul, Rome represented danger, opposition, persecution and death. But it 
also represented opportunity unlimited. To Paul, the opportunity far outweighed the potential 
danger. So he was chomping at the bit to get there. 

As a side note, I should point out that his desires were eventually fulfilled. Only it didn’t work out like 
he had planned. He got to Rome all right—but as a prisoner in chains. And in the end he was executed 
by the Emperor Nero. 

But a ministry like Paul’s doesn’t operate only in the safe areas of life. It shows you’re 
eager to help other people even at great personal cost to yourself. It means a readiness to share Jesus 
Christ even when people don’t want to hear your message. 

We are under just as much obligation as any of our missionaries. You don’t have to go where they go, 
but you do have to do what they do. The obligation is laid on us just as much as it is laid on them. 

Here’s my simple challenge to you. Do something this week to touch someone’s heart. It might be 
through a phone call. It might be by writing a letter. It might be by giving a word of encouragement. It 
might be by praying for them. It might be by going out of your way to see them.  

Remember, real ministry begins when your heart touches someone else’s heart.  

No one cares how much you know ‘til they know how much you care. 


