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FBC Service Sunday March 6 2022 Great is God’s Faithfulness Deuteronomy 7:9 (NLT) 

The message from our Scripture reading is this: God is challenging His people to trust Him. In a world 
where this past weeks events have brought fear and uncertainty, we need to take comfort and 
assurance from these key phrases: 

“Abounding in love and faithfulness” 

“He is the faithful God” 

“The Lord who is faithful” 

“The one who calls you is faithful” 

“He who promised is faithful” 

The Ever-Faithful God 

It’s one thing to say “I trust in the Lord” when the sun is shining and all the bills are paid. It’s 
something else to trust Him when the dark clouds settle round us and the bill collectors are at the 
door. 

Add to that the uncertainty of life. Companies downsize. Friends move away, marriages dissolve, 
children leave home, and our health doesn’t last forever. Friends and loved ones pass away.  

In this world of ceaseless change, God is the only constant. As Moses declared, “He is the 
faithful God.” What an assuring word that is!  

The US Marine Corps motto is: Semper Fidelis (or shortened to Semper Fi)—Always faithful!  

How many people do you know who do exactly what they say every single time with 
such thoroughness and perfection that you never have to worry about anything they say 
or do? Before you answer let me ask it this way:  

How many people do you know who no matter what the circumstances and no matter how they feel, 
will always do exactly what they say every single time, and do it with such thoroughness and 
perfection that you never have to worry about anything they say or do, because you know if they say it, 
they will definitely do it without fail, without change, and without excuse? 

Most of us probably think we know some people who do exactly what they say. That is, we all know 
some reliable people who seem very dependable to us.  

But in the end, the question is not about reliable or very dependable people. It’s really not about 
people at all, because no person in the world could ever meet all the qualifications of the last question, 
which is really about God. He alone is 100% faithful 100% of the time. 

We live in a world of broken promises. As we saw so clearly over the last week, leaders pledge peace 
and secretly make plans for war. Marriages end over trivial disputes. 
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A national radio talk show host discussed several prominent celebrities whose personal hypocrisies 
had been exposed. He then asked a penetrating question. “Is there anyone out there who is what He 
claims to be?” 

If you’re looking in this world, the answer is no. But if you look outside this world, you 
discover that God is what He claims to be. 

Numbers 23:19—“God is not a man, so He does not lie. He is not human, so He does not change His 
mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to act?     Has he ever promised and not carried it through?  

John 17:3—”The only true God.” 

I Corinthians 1:9—”God … is faithful.” 

I Corinthians 10:13—”But God is faithful.” 

I John 1:9—”He is faithful.” 

I John 5:20—”Him who is true.” 

When taken together, these verses establish that God’s faithfulness is not some minor 
or secondary part of God’s character. To say that God is faithful goes to the core of who God 
really is. He keeps His word because if He didn’t, He wouldn’t be God! 

We could multiply similar verses in every direction, because all that God does rests on His 
faithfulness, and every blessing we receive comes because He’s faithful to keep His promises to us.  

If He was not faithful, we could not be saved, would not dare to pray, would have no sure hope for the 
future, and would go down in death in fear wondering if God will keep His promises.  

But we live in faith and die in hope precisely because our God is faithful. 

The Bible contains several words for truth. One of the most important is the Hebrew word where we 
get the English word “Amen” from. Every time we say Amen we’re really saying, “It is certain” or “Yes, 
it’s absolutely true.” 

God’s faithfulness means that because He is the truth, everything He says and does is 
certain. That means He’s 100% reliable 100% of the time.  

He says what He means and means what He says, and therefore does everything He 
says He will do. He does not fail, forget, falter, or sit on the fence. If He says it, He means it, and 
you can stake your life upon it. 

And God has given us an entire book filled with His words. The Bible! In it God says “Amen” over 
every word He speaks. This means that we can trust the entire Bible because it all comes from 
Him.  
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Whether we read in Genesis or Joshua or 2 Kings or Ezra or Lamentations or Luke or Galatians or 2 
Thessalonians or 3 John or Revelation, we can trust what we read because God is the ultimate author 
and every word He speaks is true. 

As a side note, let me mention that starting April 18, our church will make a public declaration of our 
faith that every word of God is true. We will be sponsoring a Bible Reading Marathon called The 
Proclamation, from the pulpit of First Baptist Church.  

Many people will join in a consecutive, unbroken, nonstop reading of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. We will start the clock from 7:00 a.m. to 9 am each day, from April 18 to April 27. In so 
doing we will proclaim our confidence that God’s Word is true, and that every part of it deserves to be 
read and believed. 

Here’s another implication of God’s faithfulness … 

He’s faithful, for He keeps every promise He makes.   

When did God make the promise? To whom was it given? What were the conditions? How was it 
fulfilled? How does it apply to us today? There are thousands of promises covering every situation we 
face—including salvation, the forgiveness of sin, prayer, marriage, children, disappointment, 
insecurity, and a whole host of other issues.  

Quote from Call to Worship. 

When God the Father makes a promise, God the Son says from heaven, “Yes, it is so.” 
God the Holy Spirit writes the promise in the Word and then applies that Word to our hearts. Thus, 
all three Persons of the Trinity unite in bringing God’s promises to us.  

That’s why when we read a promise of God, we can truly say “Amen.” If God has said it, 
we can count on it. 

Listen to this great summary statement in Joshua 21:43-45. 

So the Lord gave Israel all the land He had sworn to give their forefathers, and they took possession 
of it and settled there. The Lord gave them rest on every side, just as He had sworn to their 
forefathers. Not one of their enemies withstood them; the Lord handed all their enemies over to 
them. Not one of all the Lord’s good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled. 

What a powerful statement that is. If we go back and read the book of Joshua, we see how God kept 
His promises: 

—Not quickly (it took seven years) 

—Not without a struggle (there were many battles) 

—Not without some failure along the way (cf. the sin of Achan in Joshua 7) 
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—Not without some loss of life 

But what God said, He did. No one could have said in advance how it would happen. But it did. In 
the end the Israelites were totally victorious. 

Gladys Aylward served as a missionary in China before World War II. When the Japanese army 
invaded northern China, she was forced to flee Yangcheng, taking with her 100 orphans. As she led 
the orphans into the mountains, she despaired of ever making it to safety.  

After a sleepless night, she was reminded by a 13-year-old girl of Moses and the parting of the Red 
Sea. “‘But I am not Moses,’ she replied. ‘Of course you aren’t,’ the girl said, ‘but Jehovah is still God.” 

Is that not a word for today? No matter what mountains may loom before us, God is still God, 
and we can trust in Him 

Do you feel squeezed by your circumstances? Dwell much on the promises of God. Read the 
promises. Write them down. Put them where you can see them in the morning when you wake up. Put 
them on the dashboard of your car. Tell them to your friends. Most of all, repeat the promises of God 
to the Lord when you pray. Stand on His promises. 

Not only is every word true and ever promise kept. Because God is faithful … 

Nothing happens by chance to the children of God. I’ve observed that when hard time come, 
we tend to think that God has forgotten about us or that what has happened is a mistake or has no 
purpose. And I’ve seen that God’s people can endure almost anything if they know there’s a reason for 
it. 

Consider these four truths from Scripture: 

1) He knows what I’m going through—Job 23:10, “He knows the way that I take; when He has tested 
me, I will come forth as gold.” 

2) He uses my trials to help me grow—Romans 5:3-4, “We know that suffering produces 
perseverance; character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us because God has 
poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” 

3) He invites me to submit to my faithful Creator—I Peter 4:19, “Those who suffer according to God’s 
will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator.” 

A small boy was flying a kite high in the sky when it drifted into a cloudbank and disappeared from 
view. A passerby asked the little boy what He was doing. “I’m flying my kite,” the child responded. The 
man, looking up and seeing only the cloudbank, said, “I don’t see any kite.  

How do you know it’s still there.” “I don’t see it either,” replied the boy, “but I know it’s up there 
because every once in awhile there’s a tug on my string.” 

Many Christians feel God has disappeared just when they need Him most.  
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Take heart, brothers and sisters. Just because you can’t see Him doesn’t mean He’s not there. 
Keep holding on to the Lord. He is faithful even when you cannot feel His presence.  

Hang on, and sooner or later you will feel the “tug on the line” that lets you know He’s still there. 

Remember because God is faithful … 

Every word He says is true. 

Every promise will be kept. 

Every trial has a purpose. 

Prayer: O Lord, teach us to trust when we cannot see. Help us to hold on to the rope of faith until we 
feel the tug from heaven that tells us you are still there. Amen. 


