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Family Sunday February 20 2022 Do It for the Reward  

Three boys in the schoolyard were bragging about their fathers. The first boy says, “My Dad scribbles 
a few words on a piece of paper, he then calls it a poem, they give him $50.00.” 

The second boy says, “That’s nothing, My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 
song, they give him $100.00.” 

The third boy says, “I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 
sermon, and it takes four people to collect all the money!” 

I read an article last week about a law enforcement officer that had to be disciplined for slacking off in 
his job. Get this! The name of the policeman was Officer Doolittle! 

Officer Doolittle was a K-9 handler for a police department and during the entirety of 2012-2013, he 
responded to how many calls? Take a guess? ONE call! The officer was eventually forced to retire. 

Now contrast that with what Paul says in Colossians 3:23-24 – “Work willingly at whatever you do, 
as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. 24 Remember that the Lord will 
give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.” 

Christians often talk about how they are working for God, serving on various church committees, or 
doing some other ministry for God. 

It’s good to talk that way. It’s biblical. For example, we’re promised that through Christ we’ll “bear 
fruit for God” (Romans 7:4). We’re urged to “live for him who . . . died and rose again” (2 Corinthians 
5:15). And we’re called to “work heartily, as for the Lord, and not for men” (Colossians 3:23). 

So we should do things for God. But what does that mean? 

Sometimes when we talk about doing something for someone, we mean that we’re going to meet their 
needs. So if we talked about doing something for the poor, we mean we’re going to meet the needs of 
the poor. 

But is that what we mean when we talk about doing things for God? When the Bible calls us to do 
things for God, is it calling us to meet God’s needs? That’s impossible, because God has no needs. 

“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” (Acts 17:24–25) 

God has no needs. He’s completely self-sufficient. He’s always overflowing with grace — giving, giving, 
and giving some more. Which means that doing something for God cannot mean doing something to 
meet God’s needs. 

Then What Does It Mean? 
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To answer that question, we look at verses where the Bible talks about doing something “for God” or 
“for the Lord,” to see if we can find any hints in the context. There’s a crucial clue in verse 23: “Work 
willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people.” 

There it is — we’re called to work willingly for the Lord. So, if that doesn’t mean we should work 
willingly to meet God’s needs, what does it mean? I found the answer in the next verse. “Work 
willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. 
Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are 
serving is Christ.” 

To do something for the Lord means we do it knowing something — that from the Lord we will receive 
the reward of the inheritance. So doing something for the Lord doesn’t mean doing something to meet 
the Lord’s needs. It means doing something to receive the Lord’s reward. 

And the reward the Lord gives is an inheritance, the all-satisfying joy of knowing Him forever. So, to 
work willingly for the Lord means to work heartily for the reward of joy in the Lord. 

It’s like what a hockey coach means when he pulls the team together and says, “Let’s do this for the 
win!” What he means is, let’s do this for the reward of winning. 

When we see what doing something for the Lord means — not doing something to meet His needs, 
but doing something to receive His reward — it changes everything. It motivates our obedience — 
because we see that doing something for the Lord means pursuing more joy in him.  

It humbles our hearts — because we see that obedience is not about us giving God something he 
needs, but about God giving us something we need — more joy in him. It takes our focus off 
impressing others, and puts it on seeking joy in God through our obedience. 

In the uplifting book "Practicing the Presence of God," Brother Lawrence talked about how he sought 
to honour God while he was washing dishes. Brother Lawrence understood that we’ll not serve well in 
the big areas of life if we don’t serve well in the everyday areas of life. 

Think of what God has called us to do — like washing the dishes, utilizing the talents He has given us, 
sharing the gospel, or inviting others to church. You know you should do these things for the Lord. 
But too often we’re not clear about what that means, and so it becomes just a cliché. 

So try this: see what happens in your heart when you prayerfully and meaningfully say, 

I’m going to lead my family for the reward of joy in the Lord. 

I’m going to wash the dishes for the reward of joy in the Lord. 

I'm going to share the gospel for the reward of joy in the Lord. 

I’m going to make this invitation for the reward of joy in the Lord. 

It changes everything. 
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Martin Luther said:  A dairymaid can milk cows to the glory of God. 

If God calls you to be a farmer, be the very best farmer you possibly can be. If God calls you to be a 
plant worker, do so with all your heart. When God calls you to a particular vocation serve Him heartily 
and willingly! If you’re serving in the church, do it with all your strength. 

Our text calls us to give whole-hearted service in the Lord’s work in whatever place He has put us. 

We honour the Lord when we do a job well. We’re not working for an earthly paycheque . . . we’re 
working for a heavenly paycheque. Our eyes should be on something further away than pay day. 

Our faithfulness may not be noticed by others . . . .but it’s noticed by God. There may seem to be no 
one who appreciates the little things we do. But God appreciates our faithfulness. 

We may get no earthly benefit for our extra effort. But God will reward the faithful with an inheritance 
that is beyond our imagination.  

 


