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FBC Service Sunday February 6 2022 Matthew 5:1-12 The Christian's Job Description

Matthew chapters 5-7 contain what is called the Sermon on the Mount. The Beatitudes comprise of 
verses 3-10.  

If the Sermon on the Mount is the Constitution of the Christian faith, then the Beatitudes are the 
Preamble. These eight statements of Christ offer the best definition of a disciple in the New 
Testament. This is the Job Description for a disciple of Christ. 

Many of us have memorized our New Testament text for today at some point in our lives. Along with 
the Ten Commandments and the 23rd Psalm, this is certainly one of the best-known passages in the 
Bible. 

But while we may know what it says, we still struggle with understanding what the Beatitudes mean. 
What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness? Who exactly are the poor in spirit? Who 
are the pure in heart? And what does it mean to be meek? 

Perhaps one of the biggest obstacles we have to deal with in understanding this passage is defining 
what Jesus means by the very first word he speaks: 'Blessed.' What does it mean to be blessed? 

There are a number of modern translations that use the word 'happy' instead of 'blessed.' I have to 
admit, that I don't much care for this translation. It just doesn't make sense. 

I mean, 'Happy are those who are sad?' That's how the Bible in Basic English translates verse 4. But 
it's a blatant contradiction of terms. If you’re happy, then you cannot be--by definition--sad; and vice-
versa. 

Then there's the Good News Translation of verse 11: 'Happy are you when people insult you and 
persecute you and tell all kinds of evil lies against you.'  

The simple fact is that Jesus never promises happiness to his followers. He promises 
forgiveness.(Matthew 9:2) He promises justice.(Luke 18:7-8) He promises abundant life.(John 10:10) 
He promises 'a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.'(John 4:14)  

But he does not promise happiness. To be blessed is simply not the same as being happy. 

Nor is blessing the same as success. We have a tendency to think of blessings in terms of material 
goods. Having plenty to eat is a blessing. A home to live in is a blessing. Getting a good job is a 
blessing.  

There's a whole theology that's been developed in recent years called the 'Prosperity Gospel' that 
equates blessing with wealth. If you name and claim it, you'll be 'blessed' with everything you could 
possibly ever need and so much more. These are very popular teachings that you can hear from a 
number of prominent televangelists. 

The broader church has recognized the Prosperity Gospel as a heretical idea. Yet while we may be 
uncomfortable with this association between wealth with blessing, there’s still a sense among many 
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Christians that at least creature comforts are blessings. Freedom is a blessing. Health is a blessing. 
Protection from harm is a blessing. 

Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount with eight statements that we call the Beatitudes. The eight 
beatitudes are the teachings of Jesus in which he describes the attitudes and actions that should 
characterize the inner qualities of his followers. 

The blessings are given to those who might be least likely to be seen as blessed.   

There are many answers to the question, “What is a Christian?” Most of us would say that a Christian 
is a person who has trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. By that we mean that a Christian is a 
person who has a deep and real relationship with Jesus Christ. 

But there’s another way to answer this question. A Christian is a person who lives out the principles of 
the Beatitudes. He’s poor in spirit, he mourns over his sins, he’s meek, he hungers and thirsts for 
righteousness, he’s merciful, he’s pure in heart, he’s a peacemaker, and he’s persecuted. 

In that sense the Beatitudes tell us what a true Christian looks like. This is how you spot one in a 
crowd. If you look long enough, you’ll see these eight qualities on display. 

It’s a statement of how God views people who live a certain way. The root idea of blessed is “approved 
by God.” Max Lucado catches the idea beautifully in his book on the Beatitudes. (applause of heaven) 

God applauds the poor in spirit. 

He cheers the mourners. 

He favours the meek. 

He smiles upon the hungry. 

He honours the merciful. 

He welcomes the pure in heart. 

He claps for the peacemakers. 

He rises to greet the persecuted. 

These words have the power to change us dramatically. That’s what the Beatitudes are all about. They 
show us what a disciple looks like. 

Verse 3 is a mysterious way to begin the Beatitudes. When you read, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” 
you aren’t immediately certain what Jesus means. The words themselves are not difficult. We know 
what the word “poor” means and we know what “spirit” means. But what does it mean to be “poor in 
spirit”? 

Perhaps the best way to answer that question is to say what it doesn’t mean.  
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It’s not a reference to actual poverty. Jesus didn’t say, “Blessed are the poor,” but “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit,” which is something else entirely. Very few poor people would call their poverty a 
blessing from God. As proof, consider how hard people work to stay out of poverty. 

Why is “poor in spirit” something God wants us to be? Why would God want us to be “poor” at 
anything? To be poor in spirit means to recognize your true condition before God. 

Beyond that, we may say that being “poor in spirit” does not refer to shyness, false humility, an 
inferiority complex, or the suppression of your natural personality. There’s such a thing as false 
humility, which is really just a form of self-pity that uses feigned humility as a way to draw attention 
to itself. Most of us instinctively recoil from people like that because they aren’t what they seem to be. 

What then does “poor in spirit” mean? To be poor in spirit means to recognize your true condition 
before God. It’s the exact opposite of being rich in pride. You might say that it means to recognize 
your spiritual condition in the eyes of God. Put humble in the place of the word “poor.” 

Proud people will never understand this principle and will therefore never receive the promised 
blessing. Luke 18 offers a vivid illustration of what it means to be poor in spirit. Jesus said that one 
day two men came to the temple to pray.  

One man, a self-righteous Pharisee, feeling good about himself, prayed like this: “Lord, I’m so glad 
I’m not like the other people who pray to you. I don’t commit adultery, I don’t murder people, and I 
don’t break the law. I fast twice a week and I give a tithe of all I have. Lord, you’re really lucky to have 
me on your side.”  

But the other man felt so bad about himself that he wouldn’t even come near or look up to heaven. 
Feeling the heavy weight of his sin, he cried out, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

Two men in the temple, both men prayed. Whose prayer did God hear? The religious Pharisee? Oh no, 
because he wasn’t praying, he was giving God his resume.  

Jesus said that God heard the other man’s prayer because his words came from a broken heart. Then 
Jesus gave the moral of the story: “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled” (Luke 18:9-14). 

One man was rich with pride, the other poor in spirit. One man thought highly of himself, the other 
felt his shortcomings. One man impressed with his own accomplishments, the other depressed by his 
sin. One man boasted, the other man begged.  

One man recommended himself to God, the other man pleaded for God’s mercy. One man was saved, 
the other lost. Only it wasn’t the “good” man who was saved. He ended up lost. And the “bad” man? 
He ended up saved. 

That simple truth explains the end of the first Beatitude: “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Heaven belongs to the poor in spirit. Because they don’t deserve it, God gives it to them as a gift. 

Here’s a startling truth: God wants rejects for his family.  
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He wants rejects who see their failure and run to him for help. To the spiritually bankrupt, Jesus 
opens the door of the kingdom and says, “Come right in. This place was made for you.” 

That explains why this is the first Beatitude. In giving this simple truth, Jesus has shown us the way of 
salvation. Blessed are the poor in the spirit, for they shall be saved. But cursed are the proud, for they 
shall be condemned. 

The world says, 

Blessed are the strong, for they shall rule the earth. 

Blessed are the mighty, for they shall rise to power. 

Blessed are the rich, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are the influential, for they shall be favoured. 

Blessed are the popular, for they shall be loved. 

Blessed are the gifted, for they shall be followed. 

Blessed are the beautiful, for they shall be admired. 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

It’s no mistake that “poor in spirit” comes first. This is the first and fundamental quality of the 
spiritual life. This is where discipleship begins. This is the key that unlocks the door of heaven. 

Augustus Toplady expressed the truth of the first beatitude when he wrote this verse in the hymn 
called Rock of Ages: 

Nothing in my hand I bring simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress, helpless, fly to Thee for grace. 

Foul, I to the fountain fly, wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

Jesus actually meant what he said in the Sermon on the Mount. He wasn't just creating an impossible 
ideal. He was telling his disciples what he really expected of them--how he expected them to act. 

And he wasn't just talking about certain relationships. He was talking about all of them: our 
relationships with the person in the next pew, and with our neighbour down the street, and with those 
of different faiths or no faith. All of these are relationships that are governed by the same principles. 

Jesus was talking to all of us.  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, may your word resonate in our hearts. Oh may we know in our lives the truth of 
what our Saviour presents to us here. He was the humble One, going all the way to the Cross. Amen. 


