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FBC Zoom Service Sunday January 23 2022 Hebrews 11:1-2 Foundational Faith 

There are several chapters in the Bible that are famous or stand out because of a certain theme or 
topic which they address. For example, if I were to call out 1 Corinthians 13, many of you would 
respond: “the love chapter.”  

Genesis 1 speaks of: “the creation!” Exodus 20 – “the Ten Commandments!” The 23rd Psalm? “The 
Lord is my shepherd.” 

Hebrews chapter 11 is another one of these famous chapters. It’s often called “the faith chapter,” 
because it’s an entire chapter devoted to the topic of faith. It’s a favourite passage for many, not only 
because it explains and describes what faith is, but also because it gives many practical examples of 
the varied aspects of faith.  

We’re not entirely sure who the author of Hebrews is, but we do know that God is the ultimate author 
behind Hebrews 11. 

Hebrews 11 is all about faith, and faith is foundational to the Christian life. You can’t become a 
Christian without saving faith. You can’t live as a Christian without persevering faith. And you can’t 
grow as a Christian unless you’re growing in faith. Faith is foundational to the Christian life. 

Hebrews 11 not only teaches us many practical and important things about faith, but it also gives us a 
good overview of the whole Old Testament. The writer digs back into the Old Testament for biblical 
examples of the various aspects of faith.  

This chapter centres on what faith is. Faith is greatly misunderstood and there are many peculiar 
ideas of what it is. Faith is not positive thinking. Faith is not a hunch that is followed. Faith is not 
hoping for the best, hoping that everything will turn out alright.  

Faith is not a feeling of optimism. Faith is none of these things, though all of them have been 
identified as faith. 

What is faith then? Faith begins with "the reality of what we hope for" 

Remember, at this time the Old Testament was the only Bible that anybody had. The New Testament 
was still being written. So, if you wanted to find biblical examples of faith, then the Old Testament 
was the right place to go. 

Some of us are not as familiar with the Old Testament as we are with the New Testament. I would 
guess most Christians spend more time in the New Testament than they do in the Old Testament 
books. 

That’s not a bad thing. I hope you’re reading from the New Testament every day. But if you only read 
the New Testament and never get around to reading the Old Testament, then you’re missing out on a 
large part of God’s revelation.  

Verses 1-2 introduce the whole chapter, and they provide us with a working definition of faith.  



Page 2 of 5 
 

1. “Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 2. Through 
their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.”  

Verse one gives us a two-part definition of faith:  

1) Faith is being sure of what you hope for;  

2) Faith is being certain of what you don’t see. And then verse two tells us why this definition is so 
important by applying it to the lives of the Old Testament believers and by extension to us. 

I. Faith is being sure of what you hope for (1a) – Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 10:38 

First of all, it’s important to understand that this whole topic of faith is not some brand-new topic that 
the writer of Hebrews just starts out of the blue in chapter 11. He has previously addressed the topic of 
faith in earlier chapters and says some more things about faith in chapters 12 and 13. 

However, most of his teaching on faith takes place right here in chapter 11. 

So, what then is faith? Hebrews 11:1 tells us, first of all, that faith is “being sure of what you hope for.”  

Faith is the foundation in your life that keeps your hope alive, that keeps your hope from being shaken 
when trials come your way. The stronger your faith, the stronger your hope and your life. 

In Florida if you live in a trailer and there is a hurricane fast approaching, you need to evacuate in a 
hurry. Why? Because you don’t have a foundation, and therefore you have no confidence that your 
trailer is going to make it through the storm. But if you live in a home with a strong foundation, that 
foundation gives you confidence when the wind begins to blow. 

It’s the same way with faith. Without faith, your confidence and hope will get tossed away as easily as 
a trailer in one-hundred-fifty mph winds. Faith is the sure and strong foundation that gives you 
confidence or assurance concerning the things you hope for as a Christian. 

The word “hope” in verse one is not a word that just means wishful thinking, or hoping against hope, 
like when someone asks you, “Do you think things will get better?” and you answer, “I hope so.” 

This word “hope” means to wait for something with confidence and assurance.  

How do you keep a hope like that alive in your life? How do you keep your hope from being shaken? 
Hebrews 11:1 says that you need a strong foundation. You don’t just pin your hopes up in the air and 
hope against hope that everything will turn out all right. That’s not Christianity. 

Faith is the sure and strong foundation that gives you the confidence and assurance you need. Faith is 
being sure of what you hope for as a Christian. 

And then secondly, faith is being certain of what you don’t see. It speaks of a deep conviction or 
certainty in your heart. 
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What does this second half of our two-part definition of faith teach us? It teaches us that faith is a 
deep conviction in your heart concerning certain facts or realities that you cannot see. 

True Biblical faith is not faith in fantasies or in things that are not true, but faith in realities which are 
unseen by human eyes. 

There are two things we need to grasp from this. First of all, if you can see it, then it’s not faith. 2 
Corinthians 5:7 says, “We live by faith, not by sight.” Faith and sight are opposites in that verse. So, if 
you can see it, it’s not faith. 

Let me give you a few examples. For example, if you could see God, then it wouldn’t take any faith to 
believe in Him, because you would actually see Him. If you can see it, it’s not faith. 

If I have an unexpected car repair of $500, and I have $10,000 discretionary funds in my chequing 
account, then it doesn’t take any faith for me to pay that car bill. Why? Because the money is already 
there! I can see it. And if I can see it, then it’s not faith. 

Or how about if God asks you to do something that you already know how to do? That doesn’t take a 
whole lot of faith, right? But when God calls you to do something that’s beyond your comfort zone or 
ability? Now we’re talking faith again, because you’re dealing with something you can’t see. 

If you can see it, then it’s not faith. 

Let me give you another example. If I walk up to the counter at the supermarket and buy a lottery 
ticket, and I hold that ticket in my hand and say to myself, “I believe I’m going to win, I believe I’m 
going to hit the jackpot. 

I can’t see it, the odds are all against me, but that’s okay, I live by faith and not by sight, I’m certain 
I’m going to win, I have faith!” Folks, that’s not biblical faith. You’re not basing your conviction on 
reality but on a fantasy. 

That’s like an Irishman saying, “I believe in leprechauns.  I believe in leprechauns. I do believe in 
leprechauns.” I don’t care how many times you say it, if there are no such things as leprechauns, 
saying it over and over again is not going to make them suddenly appear. 

If it’s not real, then it’s not true biblical faith. How about the person who believes sincerely in a false 
religion, or worships an idol with deep conviction of heart? Is that biblical faith? Will that save them? 
No, because if it’s not real, then it’s not true biblical faith. 

So, taking the two parts of our definition together, what is faith then? “Faith is the foundation that 
gives strength to your hopes, and faith is a deep conviction in your heart concerning realities that you 
cannot see.”  

Faith is being sure of what you hope for, and certain of what you don’t see. 

Faith is what Old Testament believers were commended for (2) 
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So, verse one gives us this two-part definition of faith. Moving on to verse two, verse two tells us why 
this definition is so important by applying it to the lives of the Old Testament believers and by 
extension to us. 

Verse two says this: “Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.” This 
clearly refers to the forefathers of faith scattered across the pages of history as found in the Old 
Testament. 

The stories in the Old Testament are not just historical accounts of things that happened back then in 
the past. They are that, but they are also so much more. We read in 1 Corinthians 10:6 that “these 
things occurred as examples for us.” (1 Corinthians 10:6) 

And just as the stories of the Old Testament are meant to serve as examples, so also the people of the 
Old Testament are meant serve as examples.  

And here the book of Hebrews points specifically to their faith. This is what the people in generations 
passed were commended for - their faith!  

It’s this deep conviction in their hearts to believe in unseen realities, both present and future.  

It’s their conviction and assurance in God that produced in them an unshakeable hope in God and His 
promises. 

The words “good reputation” here is a word that means to give a good report. So, it’s report card 
time for the Old Testament believers. Let’s pull out their report cards and see how they did. 

Well, when you look at the report cards of the people in the Old Testament, you quickly discover that 
they didn’t do so well in a whole lot of areas. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all failed miserably in the 
whole area of honesty.  

Moses flunked speech, and he didn’t do very well in the temper department either. King David failed 
when it came to sexual purity. No, when you read through the Old Testament, you don’t find too many 
persons who receive straight A’s when it comes to the report card of their lives. They all had so many 
failures and flaws. 

So why are they commended here, then? What is this good reputation that we read about in Hebrews 
11:2? This good reputation is awarded to them in one area and one area only – the subject area of 
faith.  

This is what the ancients were commended for, not for living perfect lives, no, they were commended 
for their faith, for being sure of what they hoped for and certain of what they did not see.  

They believed God even when they couldn’t see the answer, and their faith was credited to them as 
righteousness.  

The rest of Hebrews 11 is simply a running commentary on these first two verses. In the remaining 
verses of this chapter the writer of Hebrews takes us through the whole Old Testament, starting with 
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creation, demonstrating how all these Old Testament believers exercised true biblical faith and how 
that faith benefited their lives and the kingdom of God. 

In summary, then, what is faith? 

“Faith is the foundation that gives strength to your hopes, and faith is a deep conviction in your heart 
concerning realities that you cannot see.” 

I like this definition of faith because it’s immensely practical. It means that as I grow in my 
understanding of God and His ways, that I can trust these realities that I cannot see. 

I can’t see God. And I don’t know how He’s working all the time. But I do know that He’s there. And 
the longer I know Him and the more I grow to understand Him, the more I can trust the reality of 
things that I cannot see. I can grow in my “God” faith, and so can you. 

Let’s press forward in our lives with an unshakeable hope as God accomplishes His amazing works in 
us.  

Faith is simply having the confidence that the future things God has revealed in His written Word, 
will unquestionably happen. 

Jesus said, "Blessed are those that have NOT seen - and yet have believed." 


