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FBC Service December 26 2021 Lamentations 3:22-23 Matthew 6:34 Our Faithful God 

Intro: Over the past week I’ve been reflecting how some of our church family has suffered health 
setbacks and other issues, and how difficult it must have been for them to hear all around them 
“merry Christmas.”  Names!  

Life can be hard, sometimes exceedingly hard, it’s true.  But it’s also true that God can meet us in the 
midst of hard times, just as God can meet us in the midst of joyful times. 

 So I turned to God’s word and was comforted by these verses. 

“Therefore don’t be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. 

The Lord's loving kindnesses indeed never cease, for his compassions never fail. They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

Like the old hymn says: Day by day, and with each passing moment, strength I find to meet my trials 
here; trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. 

He whose heart is kind beyond all measure, gives unto each day what He deems best. 

Lovingly its part of pain and pleasure, mingling toil with peace and rest.    

We don't always agree enthusiastically with what God deems best for us. It’s hard for us to feel that 
He’s kind beyond all measure when pain and heartache comes into our lives.  

Allowing pain is not generally equated with showing kindness, especially if God's measure for one day 
is a lot more than another day. But God gives each day His wise and loving measure of pain and 
pleasure. 

There’s fresh mercy from God for each day's appointed pain. Today's mercies are not designed to 
carry tomorrow's burdens. There will be mercies tomorrow for that. Today's mercies are for today's 
burdens. 

The strength to live tomorrow will be given tomorrow, not today. And it will be given. Our task today 
is not to have the strength needed for tomorrow's burdens. Our task today is to live by the mercies 
given for today, and to believe that there will be new mercies for tomorrow.  

Today's mercies don’t include strength for tomorrow; they include faith that tomorrow's unseen 
mercies will be sufficient for tomorrow. 

I can't express how important this is for living the Christian life—for children, and young adults in the 
work world, for middle-aged people facing major life changes, for older people with tremendous 
uncertainties before them, for single people and married people.  
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It's important because of how natural and strong is the impulse in our hearts to want to feel sufficient 
today for tomorrow's challenges.  

We don't like it when the gauge reads "empty" at the end of the day, and we have to go to sleep—if we 
can—not feeling the power for tomorrow's troubles. 

There’s a secret to the Christian life here that I want you to get a handle on. If you don't—if you go on 
desperately needing to feel today the strength for tomorrow, then it’s very probable that either you 
will cave in under the pressure of excessive anxieties, or you will allow your ego to persuade you, that 
you really are sufficient for tomorrow's troubles. 

Neither of those is God's way. God's way is summed up in two passages of Scripture. One is 
Matthew 6:34, "Don’t be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own."  

The other text is Lamentations 3:22–23. The Lord's loving kindnesses indeed never cease, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

Matthew 6:34. Let me tell you what this text doesn’t mean. It doesn’t mean make no preparations 
for tomorrow's needs. If you're a farmer, the thought about tomorrow's empty grain bins should cause 
you to sow your field with corn months before you need the corn.  

Almost everything that is worth doing requires some forethought and planning and preparation. 
Jesus said, "Which of you desiring to build a tower doesn’t first sit down and count the cost, whether 
He has enough to complete it?" (Luke 14:28).  

The point of Matthew 6:34 is not: don't make wise preparations. The point is: don't bring the troubles 
and uncertainties of carrying out those preparations tomorrow into today. "Each day has enough 
trouble of its own." 

What does Jesus mean by "enough"? Or as the old King James reads, "Sufficient to the day is 
the evil thereof." What does He mean by "sufficient"? 

He means that your heavenly Father, who is kind and wise beyond all measure, gives unto each day 
what He deems best, lovingly its part of pain and pleasure. Each day's troubles are "enough"—they are 
"sufficient"—because God determines their limit. God decides what is enough and what is sufficient. 

You can know some of the pressures that are coming tomorrow. And part of your job may be to make 
some preparations for them. Those preparations are part of today's "sufficient" trouble.  

But how those preparations will turn out tomorrow, and whether you feel strong enough today to do 
your part tomorrow—that’s not something God wants you to carry today. Those are tomorrow's 
burdens. God doesn’t give mercies today for bearing tomorrow's burdens. 

Now where in Scripture do I get this confidence that God not only gives the trouble to each day that is 
sufficient for that day, but also the mercies which are tailor-made to carry that day's trouble? 
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I get it from (among other places) Lamentations 3:22–23, "The Lord's loving kindnesses indeed never 
cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness." 

It's the phrase "they are new every morning" that gives me this great confidence that each day's 
mercies—each day's kindnesses—are given specifically for that day. Ponder that with me. Let it sink 
in. "His mercies . . . are new every morning." 

Why are they new every morning? Why does God do it that way? It's not because yesterday's mercies 
were bad or weak. It's because they were yesterday's. Yesterday's mercies were for yesterday's 
burdens.  

Today's mercies are for today's burdens. They are new every morning. They’re like the manna in the 
wilderness: you can't keep it overnight. Enough comes for each day.  

That old Swedish hymn gets it right again. The second verse says, 

    Every day the Lord himself is near me, 

    With a special mercy for each hour. 

A special mercy for each hour. The mercy to carry you through this hour is given in this hour. 

This truth will save your life again and again if you grasp it and live it. Because how many times in life 
do we come to the end of our resources and say: there isn’t anything in here anymore. I’m depleted.  

One more straw and this camel's back will break. And we despair that tomorrow will just be rolled on 
to today's depleted condition. 

It’s at that moment we desperately need this truth: God will not expect you to carry one more straw 
with these present mercies. When the next straw is added, the mercies will be new. 

So don’t compound today's load with fretting over tomorrow's. Don’t doubt God and say, "I have no 
more strength; so tomorrow will be impossible to live."  

That's not true. You will not be asked to live tomorrow on today's strength. What you need today is 
not tomorrow's strength, but today's faith that tomorrow's mercies will be new and will be enough. 

And there's something different between the experience of faith for tomorrow's power, and the actual 
experience of that power itself. Faith stands on the promises of God and waits and hopes in weakness 
and peace. And, of course, that waiting and hoping is part of today's mercy.  

Part of today's mercy is the ability to trust that there will be sufficient mercy for tomorrow. And we 
trust in that because God promises it here in His inerrant Word. (Philippians 4:19) 

But in spite of all the peace that faith can bring about today, it’s not yet tomorrow's mercy or 
tomorrow's power. There's a difference. And that's why there’s such a battle that goes on inside each 
of us. We want the feeling of adequacy Today for what we’ll have to go through tomorrow.  
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But God says, Trust me. I will give it to you when you need it.  

Today's mercies for today's troubles; tomorrow's mercies for tomorrow's troubles. "As your days so 
shall your strength be" (Deuteronomy 33:25). Don't be anxious about tomorrow. The troubles and the 
mercies are appointed day by day. 

We’re told not to lose hope nor waver because “He who promised is faithful”.  We have no idea what 
will happen tomorrow or today, we don’t know if things will get worse or better, but praise God, this 
one thing we know:“  

God is faithful” (1 Cor 1:9; 10:13), “Christ is faithful” (Hebrews 3:6), “the steadfast love of the LORD 
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness” (Lam 3:23) 

“He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24), and “He who promised is 
faithful” (Hebrews 10:23).  Our God is faithful; therefore let us continue in faith. 

To say that God is faithful goes to the core of who He really is. He keeps His word because if He didn’t, 
He wouldn’t be God! 

God’s faithfulness runs like a scarlet cord through Scripture: 

1. His word is eternal. “Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens” (Psalm 119:89). 

2. God is as faithful today as He was yesterday. “Your faithfulness continues through all generations” 
(Psalm 119:90). 

3. He is reliable in all his works. “The works of His hands are faithful and just” (Psalm 111:7). 

4. He is faithful even when we’re not. “If we’re faithless, He will remain faithful” (2 Timothy 2:13). 

5. Our salvation depends on God’s faithfulness. “Being confident of this, that He who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). 

6. Our sanctification depends on his faithfulness. “The one who calls you is faithful and He will do it” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:24). 

7. Our future resurrection depends on God’s faithfulness. “We believe that Jesus died and rose again 
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him” (1 Thessalonians 
4:14). 

These truths could be multiplied in every direction because all that God does rests on His faithfulness 
and every blessing we receive comes because He is faithful to keep His promises to us.  

If God is not faithful we could not be saved, and we would have no sure hope for the future. But we 
live in faith and die in hope precisely because our God is faithful. 
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God’s Faithfulness is a vast topic, but let these five specific areas of application encourage your heart 
as we look ahead to a new year. 

When you’re discouraged, remember God’s faithfulness. 

Remember the story of David and Goliath? When Saul asked David why He thought He could slay the 
giant, the young boy replied with a story about God’s faithfulness. He recalled God’s faithfulness 
during his days as a shepherd and that faithfulness gave him courage to believe God would deliver 
once again.  

“The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from 
the hand of this Philistine” (1 Samuel 17:37). He knew God could deliver him in this situation because 
He had done it so many times in the past. 

When you’re discouraged, remember God’s faithfulness. Quote the great promises. Remember how 
God has answered your prayers. Consider who it is who fights for you. Then pick up five smooth 
stones and get ready to defeat the giant. 

When you doubt your salvation, remember God’s faithfulness. 

It’s a documented fact some Christians doubt their salvation because they don’t feel like they’re good 
enough to get into heaven. But getting to heaven has nothing to do with being “good enough” since 
none of us ever qualifies.  

The Bible doesn’t say “that you may hope you have eternal life” or “that you may wish you have 
eternal life.” No! The Bible says you can know you’re going to heaven. 

When you’re tempted to doubt your salvation, remember God’s faithfulness. Consider his promises. 
Contemplate the Cross. Think of all He did for you. Then recall the moment that you trusted Christ as 
Saviour. Let the facts of the gospel be your strength. 

When you’re tempted to sin, remember God’s faithfulness. 

Here are two wonderful verses to remember in the moment of temptation: 

“But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one” (2 Thessalonians 
3:3). 

“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you’re tempted, He will also provide a way out 
so that you can stand up under it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

In both cases God’s faithfulness is tied directly into the temptations of life that trouble you. It’s his 
purpose to give you the strength you need.  

Just as Jesus had to endure temptation, so will we. But just as He resisted and triumphed, so may we. 
God will give you whatever you need in the moment of fierce attack. 
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When you have made a mess of your life, remember God’s faithfulness. 

How many times have we heard the blessed words of 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” “He is faithful.” 
Those three words guarantee God’s forgiveness to his erring children. 

Who among us dares to say, “I don’t need God’s forgiveness?” But will it be there when you need it? 
Thank God the answer is yes. 

When you feel unequal to your tasks, remember God’s faithfulness. 

Consider Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is 
faithful.”  

What wonderful words these are. All of us will face moments sooner or later when we simply cannot 
find the strength to go on. What do you do then? 

Because God loves us, His faithfulness is there for us day after day, year after year. 

God’s love will not change, will not be put off by our failings, and will be the same morning by 
morning, day by day, year by year. No wonder the writer of Lamentations says: “Great is your 
faithfulness.” 

 


