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Advent 1 Sunday November 28 2021 Waiting with Hope   Luke 2:22-39 

This is a season of hope. Advent is all about hope. The word Advent means ''coming'' or ''arrival,'' and 
the season is traditionally a time of expectation, waiting, and anticipation.  

Advent is not just an extension of Christmas, it’s a season that links the past, present, and future. 
Advent offers us the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, to 
celebrate His birth, and to be alert for His second coming.  

Advent looks back in celebration at the hope fulfilled in Jesus' coming, while at the same time, looking 
forward in hopeful and eager anticipation to the coming of Christ's kingdom, when He returns for His 
people.  

During Advent we wait for both, it's an active, assured, and hopeful waiting. Advent is a time to 
prepare our hearts and place our focus on a far greater story than our own, the story of God's 
redeeming love for our world.  

It's not a season of pretending to be happy, or covering up the pain or hardships we’ve experienced 
during the past year or continue to experience. It’s a season of digging deep into the reality of what it 
means that God sent His Son into the world to be Immanuel, ''God with us.''  

It’s a season of expectation and preparation, an opportunity to align ourselves with God's presence 
more than just the busy season of presents.  

So wherever you are on your level of 2021 spiritual journey, I invite you into this season of Advent.  

Here we are, the last Sunday of November, the beginning of the season known as Advent. It’s a season 
that has been observed by the church, in one form or another, for more than 1600 years. This 
morning Earle and Bev lit the first candle on the advent wreath, traditionally known as the candle of 
Hope. 

Today we’ll begin a five part series of messages dealing with the season of Advent; we’ll look at Hope, 
Peace, Joy, Love, and conclude with a Christmas Eve message, dealing with Christ. It’s our goal to 
''Rediscover the Hope, Peace, Love, Joy, and Christ of Christmas.' 

In these difficult times, in a world that is broken in so many ways, we need hope, real hope. Hope 
makes the difference between making it or not. 

But while we may know when Advent is, we aren't always sure exactly what it’s all about. Advent 
means "The coming or arrival of something awaited or momentous." That definition immediately 
raises a number of questions.  

What is it that arrives during this Advent season? What is coming? What momentous event do we 
await? Why do we need to spend four weeks waiting for one day?  

On the other hand, why start waiting now when Christmas decorations have been up in stores and 
carols have been playing at the mall for some time already? 
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Our first Advent candle represents Hope. Hope is an important theme relating to Christmas, and 
especially relating to the Advent season leading up to Christmas. Our world is in desperate need of 
hope. Many people today live without hope or have given up hope. But Christ came at Christmas to 
bring us hope, and that is what we want to see in the Scriptures this morning. 

We’re going to look at three aspects of hope relating to Christ and Christmas. 

1) Hope in Christ gets you through the waiting.  

2) Hope in Christ helps you go the distance.  

And 3) Hope in Christ does not disappoint. 

First of all, hope in Christ gets you through the waiting. The Advent season is all about waiting. It’s a 
time when we remember the long period of waiting that preceded the first coming of Christ, and also a 
time when we reflect on our own season of waiting for the second coming of Christ. 

That first period of waiting stretched all the way from Genesis to Matthew, from Adam and Eve to 
Joseph and Mary, from the Garden of Eden to the manger of Bethlehem. 

The first signal of hope during that long period of waiting, came shortly after Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden and sin entered the world. 

When God pronounced judgment on the devil, the woman and the man, a beacon of hope appeared 
for the people of God. That one specific individual descended from Eve will triumph over Satan, and 
bring an end to his rule of misery over humanity. 

Numerous other prophesies brought signals of hope throughout the Old Testament period. God 
continued to give promises about this special individual who would bring blessing to all the peoples of 
the earth.  

Through the long years of waiting the prophecies became more and more specific, focusing on the 
Messiah who would come as prophet, priest and king to rescue his people. 

Around the year 700 B.C. we come to the prophet Isaiah who told the King of Judah in Isaiah 7:14: 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

This was the clearest prophecy yet that the promised offspring would come and deliver his people. 

There were still many centuries of waiting to come, but these prophecies and others like them 
continued to give the people hope. These were long and difficult days for the people of Israel, and yet 
their hope in the Messiah, the Christ to come, helped them through the waiting. 

And it’s the same for us today. We all go through periods of waiting in our lives, and we need hope to 
get us through the waiting. Waiting is never easy, and whatever you are waiting on today, I want you 
to know there is hope in Christ.  
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Whether you are waiting on God’s direction, or an answer to prayer, or a response from someone you 
love – whatever you’re waiting for this morning, there is hope in Christ, and the candle of hope 
reminds us that hope in Christ will get you through the waiting. 

Hope in Christ gets you through the waiting, and hope in Christ helps you go the distance.  

An important part of the Christmas story has to do with the Wise Men who travelled to see Jesus 
some time after he was born. The Wise men were pagan magicians or astrologers who studied the 
stars and interpreted dreams.  

We read about the Wise men in Matthew 2: “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 
time of King Herod, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 

The Wise men are important for a number of reasons. They were a fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy which spoke about nations and kings coming to worship the Lord. (Isaiah 60:3) Their 
coming to Christ was a foreshadowing of the gospel going out to the Gentiles and far away nations. 
And the gifts they brought for Christ were gifts fit for a king, befitting the birth of Jesus who is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

But think of the great distance they came to see Christ. They had to travel perhaps a thousand miles, 
over difficult and dangerous terrain in order to come and see Christ. What would prompt them to 
make such a journey? 

And the answer once again comes back to hope. They asked Herod, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  

Now you might wonder how they would connect this star with the birth of the Messiah. As wise men 
they would have been very interested in stars and prophecies, and of course they would have access to 
the Old Testament Scriptures because of the Jews who had been exiled there centuries before.  

But however they knew, the star signalled to them that the Messiah – the Christ – had been born, and 
it was this hope in Christ that helped them go the distance to worship the newborn king in Israel. 

It’s hope in Christ that helps us go the distance in life too. We all go through trials in life, and it’s easy 
to get discouraged. That’s when it’s so important to remember that God will help you, that He has a 
purpose for you in your trials, and most important of all, that eternal glory awaits you in heaven. 

As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4: “Therefore we do not lose heart…. For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on 
what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”   

How did Paul keep going when the going got tough? He had hope for the future, and hope in Christ 
helps you go the distance. 

3. Hope in Christ does not disappoint 
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As Romans 5:5 tells us: “Hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” (Romans 5:5) 

The Christmas story is full of shining examples of people who put their hope in Christ 
and were not disappointed. We have looked at the wise men who travelled such a great distance 
to see Christ. Imagine if they went all that distance and Jesus wasn’t even there. How disappointing 
that would have been! But their hope was not disappointed. They found Christ in Bethlehem, 
just as it had been prophesied. 

There are many other examples as well. Remember that prophecy from Isaiah about the virgin who 
would give birth to a son? That prophecy was fulfilled when the virgin Mary gave birth to Christ that 
first Christmas evening.  

We read in the gospel of Matthew: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ 
– which means, ‘God with us.” 

How about Mary? Mary was told by the angel that she would give birth to the Saviour. Every 
pregnancy is a time of waiting and expectation and hope, and in this respect, Mary’s pregnancy was 
no different. And so we read in Luke 2: “Joseph went to Bethlehem to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.”  

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn.” (Luke 2:5-7)  

All of Mary’s hopes for that baby – when the baby was born and she held that newborn infant in her 
arms and wrapped him in the cloths and laid him in the manger – Mary’s hope in Christ was not 
disappointed. 

And then there’s Simeon, a man from Jerusalem who was waiting for the Messiah to 
come. We read in Luke 2 it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  

God told Simeon he would see the Messiah before he died. And at the precise moment that Joseph 
and Mary were bringing Jesus into the temple, the Spirit moved Simeon to go into the temple too. 
Simeon put his hope in Christ, and he was not disappointed. 

And then there is the prophetess Anna. She was an eighty-four year old widow. She never left 
the temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying. Anna lost her husband probably when 
she was still young, and had lived many years as a widow, but she put all her hope in God, and 
her hope was not disappointed. She also saw Christ in the temple. 

The Advent season is not just about those who waited for Christ’s first coming, It’s also about us 
who wait for Christ’s second coming. When Christ returns he will banish all evil, he will restore 
the earth, we will see him face to face, and all our hopes will be fulfilled.  
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As we read in Romans 8:23-25: “For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at 
all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.” 

When you put your hope in Christ, you will not be disappointed. Putting your trust in other 
things can be a huge disappointment, –people, possessions, or future plans you have made may 
disappoint you, but not Christ. Jesus will never disappoint you. Hope in Christ does not disappoint. 

The Christmas season is a wonderful season for so many reasons, but one of the most important 
reasons is the hope that Christ brings to a lost world. He came to save you and to save me. 

So if you’re discouraged this morning – if you’re tired of waiting, if you feel like giving up, if you’ve 
faced too many disappointments in life – then look to Jesus and the hope that is found in him alone. 

Hope in Christ gets you through the waiting. Hope in Christ helps you go the distance. Hope in Christ 
does not disappoint. Put your hope in him today and every day. 

Jesus reminds us that we wait in hope. The day of the coming of the Son of Man which he describes is 
a terrible and yet glorious day. It’s a day for which we are to wait hopefully and expectantly rather 
than fearfully.  

For it’s in that day that the mission which Christ began at his first advent will be brought to 
completion. Yes, we are still waiting. But it seems that many of us today have forgotten what we’re 
waiting for. After all, there are no hourly reports on TV to remind us.   

There are no government officials preparing for the transition from the kingdom of this world to the 
Kingdom of God. There are only the words of prophets spoken centuries ago, the testimony of the One 
who told us to keep watch, and the baby in the manger who reminds us how surprised everyone was  
when it happened. 

This Advent season, as we wait to celebrate once again the marvelous coming of God to earth in 
human form, let’s recall that we’re still waiting for God to come again. Let’s remember His glorious 
acts of the past.  

Let’s seek to further the Kingdom of God in the present, and expectantly wait for the day yet to come 
in the future, when God will tear open the heavens and come down once again. 

The church is the community that always has a generation waiting for the appearance of Christ.  

Jesus’ message to watch and wait is passed on from generation to generation, through the Gospel, 
through the celebration of Advent, and through the community of faith, as it prays those closing 
words of the New Testament, "Maranatha!" "Even So Come, Lord Jesus." 

 

 


