
FBC Devotion Tuesday November 23 2021 Colossians 3:17  A Call for Balance

“And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him 
to God the Father.” 

There are few exhortations in Scripture that are more comprehensive than this one. “whatever you do 
or say” takes in everything in life.  

“Whatever” can be preaching, teaching, eating, exercising, driving, cleaning house, shopping, visiting, 
working, playing, even watching) - everything! Our words are everything that passes our lips, even in 
unguarded moments. Everything we say or do is to be done, “as a representative of the Lord Jesus.” 
This calls for balance! 

A stray dog came to a preacher's house, and his three sons became very attached to it. It so happened 
that there were three white hairs in the animal's tail. One day an advertisement was seen in the 
newspaper about a lost dog which fitted that description perfectly. "In the presence of my three boys," 
said the minister, "we carefully separated the three white hairs and removed them."  

The real owner discovered where the stray mutt had found a home and came to claim him. The dog 
quickly showed its affection to its owner, so the man was ready to take him away. Quickly the minister 
spoke up, "Didn't you say the dog would be known by three white hairs in its tail?"  

The owner, unable to find the identifying feature, was forced to leave. The minister said later, "We 
kept the dog, but I lost my three boys for Christ." His sons no longer had confidence in what their 
father professed. He hadn't practiced what he preached! 

The world is watching the believer. It’s interested to see if we truly believe what we say. How can they 
tell? They watch our lives. The test of genuine faith is a God-Honouring consistency in our lives. Now, 
don't get me wrong. A God-honouring consistency is not perfection. That would be an impossible 
standard to reach in this life. It calls for balance. 

However, even when we make a mistake and fail, we should handle those situations in a Christian 
manner, by being willing to take responsibility for our actions (no excuses or blaming others) and 
willing to make things right with another. 

Paul wants us to allow Christianity to infect every area of our life: 

The way we conduct business 

The entertainment and hobbies we’re involved in 

The way we spend our money 

The way we serve in the church 

The way we respond to the needs of those around us 

The way we react to those who offend us. The world will never believe what we say about Jesus until 
they see that We believe what we say about Jesus. Let’s represent him well! 


