
FBC Devotion Tuesday November 16 2021 Luke 18:35-42 Seize the Day 

“What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord, I want to see,” he replied. Jesus said to him, “Receive 
your sight; your faith has healed you.” 

In Mark 10 we’re told that this man’s name was Bartimaeus. Have you ever looked in a baby name 
book to see what your name means?  Do you know what the name Bartimaeus means? This man was 
blind and had to beg in order to survive, and his name meant “son of garbage,” 

Every day was the same in Bartimaeus’ darkened world. He would get up, grope around for a crust of 
bread, then take his staff and tap-tap his way from his shack out to his normal spot. When he heard 
people passing by, he would cry out, “Alms for the blind! Alms for the blind!” Somehow, he eked out 
enough to survive. 

But today was different, for a red letter day lay ahead for him. Our text tells us “Jesus of Nazareth was 
passing by.” There are opportune spiritual moments when Jesus passes by. A larger than usual crowd 
was making its way past Bartimaeus. When he asked what was happening, he was told, “Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by.”  

Bartimaeus instantly knew that this was his window of opportunity. Jesus was passing by. Soon He 
would be gone, never to pass that way again. Like a halfback who sees a brief opening in the line, 
Bartimaeus plunged through. He began to shout at the top of his voice, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”  

Those near him said, “Shut up, old man! We can’t hear what Jesus is saying!” He shouted even louder, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” The ones leading the way yelled, “Tell that beggar to be 
quiet! The Master has more important things to attend to.” But Bartimaeus wouldn’t be silenced. This 
was his only chance and he wasn’t going to miss it. 

But wonder of wonders, Jesus hears his cry, stops and asks a question that has resonated over the 
centuries. “What do you want me to do for you?” The man’s simple answer: “I want to see”. 

This is where the Lord Jesus Christ is unique: no-one else can stand before us and say, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” and to be able and willing to meet that need. For example, who else can 
forgive sin, as Jesus can?  

Who can restore peace with God and give peace in our hearts? Who can lead us into a life of victory 
over sin, but Jesus? Who can guide us, give us comfort or assurance concerning this life and the life to 
come, as Jesus can? 

What do we want our Lord to do for us this morning?  

Do you need comfort? Then ask Him for comfort. 

Do you need assurance? Then ask Him for assurance. 

Just like the blind man, Jesus calls to us, willing to meet our deepest needs: our need for love, 
acceptance, forgiveness, purpose, direction, and perhaps a new beginning. 


