
FBC Devotion Tuesday November 9 2021 1 Timothy 2:1-7 4 Forms of Prayer 

“I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men: for kings and all who are in high places.”  

How would you define prayer? Prayer is simply talking and listening to God. It’s the essence of faith: 
Believing there is a God who loves you and delights in hearing what you have to say. 

Paul mentions four forms of prayer Petitions, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings. You may have 
heard of the very helpful acronym for prayer, “Acts.” A-C-T-S – Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving and Supplication.  

But what about those times when nothing happens, when your prayers seem to be all for naught? 

• You pray for a loved one to be healed, but he or she dies anyway. 

• You pray for a friend to overcome an addiction, but nothing changes. 

• You pray for a couple to reconcile their differences, but they end up in divorce. 

Does God answer some prayers, but not others? 

I’ve heard it said that there are three answers to prayer: Yes, No, and Not Now. At times there seems 
to be a direct correlation between what you pray for and what happens. At times it’s as if you’d never 
prayed at all. And sometimes your prayers are answered years after the fact. 

However it turns out, I like to think there’s a bigger picture than we know. As Paul said, “For now, we 
see in a mirror dimly …” (1 Corinthians 13:12) Some things are beyond our knowing. 

Often, it’s in retrospect that we see how our prayers were answered. So, pray boldly and trust that God 
hears you and will bless those you pray for according to God’s will, in God’s time. 

So, pray for others … all others: 

• Friends and family; 

• Those you know and those you don’t; 

• Those you like and those who rub you the wrong way; 

• Your enemies and those who’d like to do you in; 

• Your elected officials, whether you voted for them or not. 

Pray not only that their physical needs will be met; most importantly, pray that they will come to 
know Jesus Christ as the Lord and Saviour of their lives. And, as you pray for others, know that others 
will be praying for you. Praying for others is never a wasted effort. 

And know this: Even when your prayers seem to go unanswered, just your willingness to walk through 
a difficult time in prayer with someone you love means more to that person than you will ever know. 


