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Remembrance Day Message – November 7 2021 John 15:9-13 

Intro: How fitting that each year, the 11th of November, has been set aside and called Remembrance 
Day. The most precious parts of our country’s heritage, are the traditions and liberties fought for in 
the past, and commemorated in services across the globe. 

As the memories of the generation that endured fade, it becomes more apparent than ever to inspire 
the young with the spirit of remembrance, and a sense of their most valuable inheritance.  

The visible emotion shown on Remembrance Day by many, hopefully will provoke the curiosity of a 
generation for whom war is the most distant of evils.  

For those without a direct personal link to the suffering of the past, Remembrance Day provides a 
bridge to our shared history, and for at least a few moments, turns our focus to thanksgiving. 

This morning I want to talk about our heroes, men and women of character. People who sacrificed on 
our behalf! We’re proud of the brave men and women who have served and are serving in the armed 
forces, whether it be the in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Special Forces, Coast Guard and those in law 
enforcement. We owe them a great debt of gratitude. 

Recently we’ve been looking at some of the greatest words in the Bible. This morning 
we look at another one, and what a powerful word it is! That word is “Remember.” 
What are the things we remember? 

Happy times - Sad Times - Triumphs – Disappointments – Delays. 

Weddings – Anniversaries - Births    

On Nov. 11, Canadians will gather to honour, as countless plaques put it, the “memory” of those who 
died for “King and Country.” What then is that memory? How shall we remember that sacrifice?   

The shared memories of a people are, in large part, what constitute them as a people. 
No memory, no identity. No shared story, no nation. 

This vast land has been marked by the sacrifice of so many. Remembrance Day awakens a memory of 
those sacrifices, including those we have forgotten in the past. 

As the old hymn says “Precious memories, unseen angels, sent from somewhere to my soul 

How they linger, ever near me, and the sacred past unfolds 

Precious memories, how they linger, how they ever flood my soul 

In the stillness, of the midnight, precious sacred scenes unfold 

This morning we pay tribute to all of our veteran's, and especially we want to remember those who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice to serve our country and preserve our freedoms!  
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Let us thank God that we live in Canada! Surely of all the countries in the world we have been 
supremely blessed! And largely that’s due to the men and women who laid down their life on a 
battlefield fighting for us.  

I wonder how many unmarked graves there are of Canadian soldiers in the jungles, or the deserts, or 
the forests, or in the water who are never recognized and honoured. Their graves are unmarked. 
No one preached a funeral service over them when they departed this world.  

They may have been shot and thrown in a ditch and left to die, like my uncle Jimmy, who was 
miraculously saved by a motor cycle dispatch rider. 

But God knows where every one of them is! And we thank the Lord for all of them, whether 
marked or unmarked! God will bring that body back to life one day in the future! He knows where 
every particle of that body is, and He will put it all together again! 

Remembrance Day is a necessary challenge to remember what we were, what happened and what we 
should be. 

I’m told that immediately after World War II ended, the churches were full of thankful people, but the 
sense of thankfulness soon faded. Many people experienced their "exodus" of freedom from the fear 
of the oppressor and entered peace and prosperity, but many forgot their deliverer. 

Our nation, as a whole, is far more prosperous than before the last World war. The standard of living 
has risen immeasurably for most people, and frankly we enjoy it. But we do well to remember. 
This Remembrance Sunday is a moment to remind ourselves that prosperity brings responsibility. 

As liberated people, we’ve been entrusted with a heritage to pass on to the next generation - a heritage 
of morality, and especially as Christians, to share the Good News of the Gospel with others. 

Pray for our great country called Canada! No. We’re not a perfect country by any means, but 
we’re still the best country in all the world!  

I’ve never seen people lined up trying to get into Russia, or China, or North Korea, but there are many 
who would give anything to be able to call Canada home! 

Let’s thank all of our veteran's this morning, and remember all of our heroes who served our country, 
and served our Lord this morning!  

It was widely believed that 21st-century humanity would be a globalized society moving in concert 
toward collective peace and prosperity. Then – Boom – along came September 11 2001, Second 
Congo War, The Rwandan genocide,  Syrian Civil War,  Darfur, The Iraq War, Afghanistan War, 
Bosnia, Ukraine Conflict, Yemeni Civil War, and horrific acts of terrorism in many parts of the world. 

So how much have we really learned from past conflicts? 

Every Remembrance Day anniversary we focus on the freedom gained, with emphasis on the debt of 
gratitude owed to those who made the longed-for freedom possible. It was at great cost that the Allied 
Forces gained the victory that made possible our continuing freedom. 
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So I turned to the Bible to see what importance it placed on the word Remembrance, and found it 
filled with encouragement to do just that. 

I found the Israelites of Bible days placed great importance on Remembrance, and time and time 
again, we read the words to tell their sons and daughters of the great events of the past, and the 
mighty acts of God on their behalf.  

Time and time again, we find the word Remember, and the exhortation to God’s people to 
remember. Exodus 13:3 “Remember this day, in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place: 

Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  

In Joshua 4, when the Israelites miraculously crossed the Jordan River in to the land of Canaan, this 
was to be a memorial forever told to their children and generations to come.  

These are just a few examples, as they were told to remember the events and people that molded and 
shaped their nation’s history.   

They could now gather fruit that another had shaken from the tree. They could shout the song of 
victory another had earned. 

This is also our Remembrance Day proclamation. There are those of our families who have 
soaked battlefields with their blood. And we are rich because they dared to fight for their country. 

We have entered into an inheritance of peace, because of their agony and sacrifice. Today we 
honour you and hold out to you our hands of appreciation for what you have done in 
our name. We hear your cry – “Remember This Day.” We are those who came on later to follow 
the flag, rather than to hold it in battle ourselves, and we in our security, owe them something. 

Ours is an immortal debt that can never be repaid. 

Their victory represented a heritage for generations yet unborn. Theirs was a struggle 
for the future. Not only for themselves, - but for wives, sweethearts, mums and dads who 
represented the best that they wanted conserved at home.  

Our fighting men went forth for Canada’s sake. For what purpose? GLORIOUS FREEDOM! 
We take it so much for granted, that we can come and go as we please from one end of our nation to 
the other. But our forefathers had to die to give it to us, when they fought to end the brutal lust of 
military domination.  

Let’s beware of those who would seek to bring us once again into bondage, and thank God that our 
land is not one of oppression and fear, and a knock on the door at night, doesn’t bring abject terror 
and mysterious disappearances like other parts of our world. 

Let us beware of those who would take everything out of our democracy and put nothing back into it. 
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Let us thank God that Canada is still the land of prosperity and opportunity, both for our children and 
ourselves. “Remember this day” for those who made it possible to build a better nation and a 
stronger faith. 

Remember those comrades who fell at our side in the trenches and on the beaches, those 
husbands who never returned, those sons and daughters, who so young left home for the last time. 

But, above all, let us remember, the One who said “Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” Jesus Christ Himself.  Let’s remember the one who on a 
Cross, poured out His lifeblood for the sins of the whole world, through whom we have forgiveness 
and peace with God.  

The one, whom the Bible says was a “man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,” who know only too 
well, the opposition and rejection of men, Who came to seek and to save that which was lost. 

As with grateful hearts today we honour those who have fallen, whose blood cries out from battlefields 
around the world – “Remember This Day,” so too Jesus Christ comes to us, holding His nail 
pierced hands and saying, “Remember me.” Have we done that? 

Have we truly acknowledged Him as our Saviour and Lord?  This mighty Saviour of sinners! 
The One who defeated death and the grave by His death on Calvary and resurrection! The One who 
says to all who will trust Him, “I am come that you might have life and that you might have 
it more abundantly.”  “I am the way etc. ‘I am the door    “Come unto me all you that labour.” etc 

E.G. During WW2, the late President Roosevelt used this particular expression in one of his speeches.  
Poland, with some of the other countries of Western Europe, had been over-run by the German army, 
and Great Britain was hard pressed – the battle of the Atlantic was about to begin. 

Addressing his remarks to England the president said, “As for Iceland, we have determined at 
all costs, to keep the way to Iceland.” What did he mean? Iceland, sitting strategically, in the 
North Atlantic, was in the hands of the American government. Thus the sea-lanes were assured of the 
safe transit of ships, as long as Iceland remained in friendly hands. 

Roosevelt said in so many words that no matter the cost, the way to Iceland would be kept open for 
shipping to make its course across the ocean unimpeded.  

God has not only provided a “way” through His Son, but he has seen to it that it shall be kept open, in 
order that men and women might find faith in Him. “Remember This Day.” 

Not in order to glorify war. The more than 100,000 Canadians who died in past conflicts believed in a 
better future. Over 500 in Korea – 158 in Afghanistan, 23 in Bosnia and peacekeeping and other 
foreign military operations.  Now it’s up to us to continue the work for lasting peace.  

Canada is a country worth fighting for. Lest We Forget. 

''Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.''  

 


