
FBC Devotion Tuesday October 26 2021 Romans 5:1-5  The Most Desired Qualities 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

Today we’re looking at four words which appear quite frequently in Scripture. Faith, Peace, Hope and 
Love – these are probably four of the most desired qualities in all the world. We often hear about the 
trilogy of faith, hope and love, but I believe the addition of peace here is important as well. All four of 
these qualities are desperately needed in our world today. 

Faith means trust, conviction or belief. Most people acknowledge that it is a basic human need to have 
faith in something. That’s why people who don’t believe in God or the Bible place their faith 
someplace else – in Communism, or the environment or some other cause, perhaps in a general belief 
that everything will just work out. Faith is an essential human quality. 

How about peace? Probably more marches, speeches, demonstrations and hunger strikes have been 
launched in the name of peace than any other cause in the world. We see it all around us in broken 
relationships, in troubled marriages, in racism and international affairs, wherever there is war — and 
we long and pray for peace. What we don’t often realize is that the absence of peace in human 
relations is just a symptom of a deeper problem, and that is humanity’s lack of peace with God.  

How about hope? Hope is essential to human survival and emotional well-being. The highest 
underlying cause of suicide or attempted suicide is a feeling of hopelessness.. Hope is essential to 
human health and well-being. 

And then of course, there’s love. We’re told that love is the greatest thing of all. Paul said, “Now abide 
these three, faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13) What are 
most people looking for in life? Love. What do infants, young children, teenagers, young adults, 
middle-aged and elderly all need in their lives? Love. Love is sacred; love is holy. Love is part of what 
separates us from the animal kingdom.  

Animals may be fiercely dedicated and loyal, certain pets may provide emotional comfort or perform 
heroic deeds for their owners, but animals do not give and receive love as humans do. And just as 
human love is so much higher than “animal love,” so divine love is infinitely higher than human love.  
God’s love is at the heart of the universe.  

Like links in a chain or building blocks one upon the other, Paul draws an unbreakable connection 
between Faith, Peace, Hope And Love. A full experience of God’s love grows out of hope; hope grows 
out of a relationship marked by peace with God; peace with God is only possible through faith. 

These four qualities so valued by humanity are connected. They are dependent one upon the other, 
necessary to each other’s existence. Faith is the foundation of peace, hope and love. Peace is the result 
of faith and a necessary condition for hope and love. Hope grows out of peace and provides the 
environment where God’s love may flourish in our hearts. And Love is the fulfillment of hope.  


