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FBC Service Sunday October 17 2021 Matthew 10:40-42 Generosity Encouraged 

In Matthew 10:40-42, Jesus makes three promises to those who follow him. 

“Anyone who receives you receives me, and anyone who receives me receives the Father who sent 
me.” (v. 40). 

Notice the connection here: First, people welcome you. 

Second, by welcoming you, they welcome Christ. 

Third, by welcoming Christ, they welcome the Father. 

There’s a second promise in this passage for those who follow Jesus: 

“If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, you will be given the same reward as a 
prophet. And if you receive righteous people because of their righteousness, you will be given a 
reward like theirs” (v. 41). 

 We can’t all be prophets. 

We can’t all be preachers. 

We can’t all be missionaries. 

We can’t all be pastors. 

We can’t all be leaders. 

When the great poet John Milton had lost his eyesight, he penned a sonnet called “On His 
Blindness.” In it, he reflects on what it means in the great scheme of things, to lose something so 
precious. At one point he says, “God doth not need man’s work or his own gifts,” which is 
quite a rebuke to our human pride.  

God was doing fine being the Sovereign of the Universe before we ever came along. He doesn’t 
“need” us to fulfill his duties. It’s an honour that He should use us in any way large or small. Seen 
in that light, Milton’s famous last line stands as a very personal statement of what it means to serve 
God without your eyesight: “They also serve who only stand and wait.” 1 Samuel 30:24 

At any given moment in history, some people come to the forefront. There are presidents 
and kings, generals and potentates, and famous people of all varieties. It’s the same in the Christian 
world. Not every pastor leads a megachurch. Not every author becomes world famous. Not every 
evangelist speaks to crowded stadiums.  

Jesus alluded to this when he talked about some who have one talent, some who have two talents, and 
some who have five talents (Matthew 25:14-30). While we like to say the ground is level at the foot of 
the cross—and it is in the sense that we’re all sinners in desperate need of a Saviour—it’s not true 
that we all have the same gifts, connections, or opportunities. Some have more; some have less.  
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There was only one Billy Graham. 

There was only one D. L. Moody. 

There was only one Charles Spurgeon.| 

There was only one Martin Luther. 

And so it goes. Jesus promises to “level the playing field” in a way different than we expect. 

 We see the prophets. We rarely see those who support them. 

We see the great leaders. We rarely see those who stand in the shadows. 

But we can all win the prophet’s reward 

Someone must prepare the breakfast. Someone must care for the children. Someone must be there to 
welcome them home. Someone must be there to pick them up at the airport. Someone must sit in the 
waiting room. 

Here’s the amazing promise Jesus makes. Those who “stand and wait” in the shadows receive the 
same reward as the man or woman who receives all the public acclaim. 

“He won thousands to Christ!”  Yes, but he didn’t do it alone. 

“He built a great church!” Yes, but he didn’t do it alone. 

“She filled stadiums with thousands who came to hear her sing!” Yes, but she didn’t do it alone. 

“They started 150 churches in Africa.” Yes, but they didn’t do it alone. 

Nothing is ever done alone. 

Those who wait, those who serve, those who answer email, those who fold the socks, those who mow 
the grass, those who keep the computers running, those who serve on our committees, those who 
prepare the meals, those who open their homes for Bible study, those who fold up the chairs after the 
big dinner, those who are prayer warriors, they are a vital part of the team. 

In the Christian world we have our heroes. We have our favourite pastors and Bible teachers and 
singers and Christian actors and musical groups. There’s nothing wrong with having heroes. 

But those who serve alongside them win the same reward. 

We can’t all be prophets, but we can all win the prophet’s reward. 

Jesus ends his message in Matthew 10 with a stunning final promise: 

We Will Be Remembered for the Tiniest Acts of Kindness 
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“And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely be 
rewarded.” (v. 42) 

There are no limits to this promise. You don’t need to be a pastor or a missionary or a professor. You 
certainly don’t need a seminary degree to qualify for this promise. 

Do you have a cup of cold water? Then you’re qualified. 

Look at the recipient: “One of the least of my followers.” There are “the least of my followers” 
everywhere. The hurting, the forgotten, the marginalized, the poor, the homeless, the abused, the man 
living in squalor in a refugee camp, the woman trapped in sex trafficking, the recent immigrant, the 
widow, the orphan, Jesus sees your concern for the people the world can’t see at all. 

Look at the action: “Give a cup of cold water.” 

Simple. 

Inexpensive. 

Often unseen. 

It requires very little preparation. As Spurgeon remarked, a cup of cold water may contain a sea of 
warm love. 

Look at the certainty of the reward. “I assure you!”  

For most of us, a cup of cold water is no big deal. If we’re thirsty, we go to the faucet and fill a glass 
with water. If we want it cold, we get some ice from the fridge. But in many parts of the world, clean 
water is a rare treat. (Iqaluit – N Ontario) On a hot day, nothing refreshes like a cup of cold water. 
It’s not much to us. We don’t even think about it.  

You may think nothing of it. But Jesus remembers it forever. 

In Matthew 25:34-39, Jesus says this in a different way: 

“Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 

For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me something to 
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you 
took care of Me; I was in prison and you visited Me. 

 “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty 
and give You something to drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or without 
clothes and clothe You? When did we see You sick, or in prison, and visit You?” 

What a question that is. 
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Surely if you fed Jesus, you would remember it. 

Surely if you gave him clothes, you would remember it. 

Surely if you visited him in prison, you would remember it. 

But they don’t. 

So Jesus explains to them, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me” (v. 40). 

We know when we go “in his name,” he goes with us. 

We know we’re going “with him” and “for him.” 

But now we know we’re also going “to him.” 

He’s on the receiving end of the mercy transaction. 

He’s there in the face of the Afghan refugee. 

He stands with the homeless on the Toronto streets. 

He sees the single mother struggling with three young children. 

He has a cell inside every prison in the world. 

He walks the halls of the cancer unit at the hospital. 

He hears the cries of abused children. 

He’s there in the assembly of African believers. 

If you look, you can see him in the debris-filled streets of Ecuador. Samaritan’s Purse found him 
there. But he’s also in Ethiopia and El Salvador and Lisbon and in Haiti. There’s a sense in which the 
Lord Jesus can be found wherever there’s human pain and suffering. If there’s a broken heart, 
you can find him there.  

If there’s sadness or guilt, Jesus will be there somewhere. That’s why he was called “a man 
of sorrows.” There’s a deeper sense in which you can find the Lord Jesus wherever you find his people 
scattered on the earth. “Where two or three are gathered together …” What’s the end of that verse? 
“There am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). 

When we help his people, we’re helping him. 

When we dry a tear or offer a word of hope, we’re serving him. 
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When we go the extra mile even though we’re already dead tired and a bit frustrated because we don’t 
have the time or energy and we’re already behind schedule, but we do it anyway, he sees and knows 
what we have done, and he marks it down as if we had done it to him personally. 

What matters to Jesus are the things we can’t even remember: 

A cup of cold water. 

A meal for a friend. 

A quick phone call. 

A friendly hello. 

A pat on the back. 

A prayer over the phone. 

A few minutes of conversation between classes. 

A word of encouragement. 

A visit with a sick friend. 

“What did you do for my kingdom?” 

I read about former baseball superstar Darryl Strawberry sharing his testimony. During his big league 
career, he hit 335 home runs, was named to the All-Star team eight times, and was a four-time World 
Series champion.  

Along the way, he won notoriety for his well-documented (and repeated) struggles with alcohol and 
drugs. He spoke about his many weaknesses and failures with admirable honesty. He didn’t blame 
anyone but himself for his problems. But when he finally surrendered his life to Christ, he was 
transformed into a new man. Near the end of his talk, he summarized his whole career this way: 

When I get to the end of my life, God’s not going to ask, “How many grand slams did you hit?” He’s 
going to ask, “What did you do for my kingdom?” 

He’s exactly right, and that in a sense is what Jesus is saying here. The things we count so important 
on earth (rewards, championships, rings, titles, money, status, connections, our name in the lights, 
and all the rest of it) don’t matter in eternity. When we stand before the Lord, a cup of cold water we 
gave to someone will matter more than home runs or touchdowns or the size of our bank account. 

We’re called to be faithful in doing whatever God gives us to do. And as we’re faithful day by 
day, there will be a thousand chances, some big, some small, some momentary and almost 
microscopic for us to do good and show kindness to others around us. Some of those moments we will 
forget. I suppose that over a lifetime, we’ll forget nearly all of them. Op Eyesight. 
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Sometimes it will be a chance to help the hurting, or to answer a question or to lift someone’s spirits, 
or to pull out our wallet and make a contribution. Sometimes the need will be large, and our response 
will cost us greatly in terms of time and money and effort and sacrifice. But whether big or small, the 
Lord Jesus sees it all and remembers it all, and one day he will reward us for all of it. 

Long after we’ve forgotten the frustrations of this life, he will remember it. And we will be rewarded. 
It all comes down to this. Jesus forgets what we remember. And he remembers what we 
forget. You might even say the whole gospel is in those two sentences. 

Is it worth it to serve Jesus? You’ll have to make up your own mind. 

Martin Luther had something to say about this in his hymn A Mighty Fortress: 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still. 

His Kingdom is forever. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you never ask us to sacrifice for no reason. Open our eyes to see eternal realities. 
May we not shrink back from your call, but gladly say, “Here am I. Send me.” Amen. 


