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FBC Thanksgiving Service Sunday October 10 2021 Psalm 96 Exuberant Thanksgiving 

"Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, bless His name; 
Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day" (Psalm 96:1–3). 

This opening phrase, 'sing to the Lord a new song' is used many times in the Psalms and I think for a 
good reason. All of us are encouraged to not only sing, but praise His name, proclaim His salvation 
and declare His glory and marvelous deeds to everybody.  

So why a New song?  It must be New because His mercies are renewed every morning and God 
wants to do something fresh in all of us. Quote Psalm 34. “He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of 
the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in 
my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.”  

God is all about Newness. So much of our lives are caught up in the "same old" stuff that we always 
do. Same routine, same rut, and same limitations. Sure we’re thankful, grateful and appreciative of 
His grace and mercy and we love Him, but the Psalmist challenges us to do something New, sing 
something NEW, say something New. If our spiritual experience is stale and our inspiration is 'old,' 
maybe it’s time for some refreshing. 

Three times the Psalmist says in the first two verses, "Sing to the LORD," "Sing to the LORD," 
"Sing to the LORD." It’s hard to miss his point. He has a new song to sing, and he wants all the 
earth to hear it. The psalmist cannot restrain himself any longer. He’s so impressed with the greatness 
of the Lord and His wondrous works, he simply bursts forth with praise to God. 

What better time to sing to the Lord as we meet together as a church family this Thanksgiving 
Sunday? 

Thanksgiving is a profoundly Christian holiday in that it focuses us on God as the true source of all 
our blessings. As the hymn writer said, "All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great 
and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all." 

Thanksgiving—the giving of thanks—to God for all His blessings is one of the most distinctive marks 
of the believer in Jesus Christ 

From one end of the Bible to the other, we’re commanded to be thankful. In fact, 
thankfulness is the natural outflowing of a heart that is attuned to God. The psalmist declared, “Sing 
to the Lord with thanksgiving” (Psalm 147:7, NIV). Paul wrote, “Be thankful” (Colossians 3:15, NIV). A 
spirit of thanksgiving is always the mark of a joyous Christian + Ephesians quote. 

I recognize it’s hard to sing songs to a heavy heart. Adverse circumstances can make it tremendously 
difficult to be thankful, if you’ve lost your health, or a loved one, or a shattered relationship.  

Every year at Thanksgiving we’re reminded that we’ve much for which to be thankful. There’s a great 
emphasis during the time of Thanksgiving on the blessing of family, health, our citizenship in Canada, 
and the comfortable lives which we live in comparison with most of the world. It’s always quite 
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sobering to think of what our life might have been if we had been born in another country at another 
time. 

It’s good to give thanks for these material blessings. God is the giver of every good and perfect gift. We 
owe Him our lives. Every breath we take is a gift. Every pleasure we enjoy is a gift. Every satisfaction 
we derive is a gift. The majesty and beauty of creation is a gift of love from the Lord of Creation. 

This weekend people all around our country will gather with family to give thanks for the blessings of 
life. Regretfully for many this Thanksgiving, there will be much more eating than there will be giving 
thanks. Part of the reason for this is the growing secularism of our society. The more a society feels 
they don’t need God, the less grateful they become. 

If there’s no Creator and the universe is a cosmic accident, whom do we thank? At best, all we can do 
is be happy. If there’s no divine intelligence or benevolence behind world events, public and personal, 
it certainly seems like our Thanksgiving is just an exercise in considering ourselves comparatively 
lucky. How can fate be thanked? 

So what are all the things we give thanks for as a community of faith? We thank God for; 

The Material Blessings That He Gives Us 

The People in our Lives 

Thank God in the Midst of Trials  

Thank God for His Continued Presence and Power in our Lives 

The good things that happened over the last year 

The good food our Lord has provided. 

We thank God Especially for His Salvation in Jesus Christ 

It’s great and appropriate to give thanks for God’s all these blessings but I want to suggest this 
morning that we should consider giving thanks for something greater: God’s character, His love, 
and His rule in our lives. Take a listen again to the psalmist. 

“Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim his greatness. Let the whole world know what he has done. 
Sing to him; yes, sing his praises. Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds. Remember the wonders 
he has performed, his miracles, and the rulings he has given, you children of his servant Israel, you 
descendants of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

The first reason to give thanks is the greatness of our God. We honour heroes for their 
bravery. We honour athletes for their excellence. We reward students for their academic excellence. In 
the same way, we give God thanks and praise Him for the things He has done and continues to do 
every day. 
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We thank Him for the creative genius that we get to enjoy every day. The Lord made all the natural 
wonders that take our breath away. Already we see the astounding beauty of blazing vibrant colours 
on our Fall landscape. He made the people who fill our lives with love. He made our bodies that are 
more complex than human minds can understand. He is the Creator and has earned our gratitude. 

Max Lucado says, “I wake up in a world of miracles every morning. Every time I breathe and use the 
oxygen and incorporate it into my body it is a miracle. Every time I open my eyes and see the beauty 
that surrounds me, that’s a miracle. Every time I touch the hand of a baby, that’s a miracle. Every time 
I take a morsel of food and put it into my mouth and chew it, and my body digests it and uses the 
energy from it, that’s a miracle. 

“Just as surely as it was a miracle when God opened the waters of the Red Sea, just as surely as it was 
a miracle when Jesus fed the multitudes, just as surely as it was a miracle when Jesus healed the blind 
man, we wake up in a world of miracles every day. And some have the audacity to want more.” 

As we read through the Bible we read of all kinds of miracles. Because we don’t regularly see miracles 
today doesn’t mean God is not intervening in our lives every day in ways only He could bring to pass.  

Even though we often don’t understand what God is doing, we know that He’s in control. We know 
that He’s guiding life along a path that will lead to eternal blessing and life. 

When the vision of God’s greatness fills our hearts and minds, we respond as the Psalmist does: From 
grateful hearts we proclaim, “great is the Lord and worthy of praise.” 

In other words, God’s greatness will energize and motivate us, and re-energize our worship. 

We’ve no trouble getting excited about a winning streak in our favourite sport or when we make 
unexpected money. We’re enthusiastic when we complete a project or we’ve a new addition to our 
family. Why is it then when we’re in the presence of the God who created us and sustains us, we often 
respond as if we’d been sent to the Principal’s office. 

Lord enable us to give Enthusiastic thanks not only at Thanksgiving, but every day of our lives! 

Another reason to give God thanks is for His great Salvation. 

How in the world could we give God thanks without mentioning the gracious salvation that is ours 
because of Christ? 

God’s love for us even though we who rebelled against Him 

God’s forgiveness that came because of God’s own provision of a Saviour. 

God’s Spirit who prays for us, comforts us, guides us, and guarantees our inheritance. 

God’s promise of victory and eternal life. We live today with hope and confidence because God has 
promised that this life is not all there’s. 
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Suppose someone put money in your account that would pay enough in interest alone to meet all the 
needs you could imagine. Would you be grateful? You bet we would be! What God has promised is 
even better than this. 

We’re what we are today because of God’s willingness to save us and His willingness to provide the 
Saviour we need. Our hope, our purpose, our joy is because of His covenant with us. 

“O nations of the world, recognize the Lord, recognize that the Lord is glorious and strong. Give to 
the Lord the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and come into his presence. Worship the Lord in 
all his holy splendour. Let all the earth tremble before him. The world stands firm and cannot be 
shaken.” 

The people of Israel gave thanks to God because He is not like the other gods of the nations around 
them. He’s real. He’s powerful. He’s personal. He’s the One who created and sustains all things. Our 
Lord is characterized by strength and joy. He’s glorious and strong. 

Paul writes in Acts 17:28 that the Lord God is the One in whom we live and move and have our being. 
This unnerves many people because it means we’re accountable to God. What they don’t realize is 
this: they are accountable to this God whether they accept that fact or not! 

Everything we are, and ever hope to be, comes from Him. He’s the One who keeps the earth going. 
He’s the One who will determine when to call everything to a halt. 

I love the end of this psalm. It points us to the right attitude as we give thanks. 

“Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Tell all the nations, “The Lord reigns!” Let the sea 
and everything in it shout his praise! Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! 

Let the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth. Give 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 

Cry out, “Save us, O God of our salvation! Gather and rescue us from among the nations, so we can 
thank your holy name and rejoice and praise you.” Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, who lives from 
everlasting to everlasting! 

And all the people shouted “Amen!” and praised the Lord.” 

Do you notice that this is not a reluctant thanksgiving . . . its exuberant! The Lord is 
worthy of praise. He’s worthy of a celebration! Look at these great words: “Rejoice, Shout, Burst 
with Joy, and Cry out!”  

This Thanksgiving, let praising God be the first thing on our lips rather than an afterthought. I pray 
that this will be a most meaningful thanksgiving week for all of us!  

May our hearts overflow with thanksgiving to the Lord as we meditate on His Word, on His goodness, 
on His love, and on His faithfulness!!!I hope your Thanksgiving finds you surrounded by the people 
you love and that you’re drawn into the presence of the God who loves you. 


